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MEDITATIONS. 


THE FIRT SERMON. 


The Incarnation of Chriſt accor- 
ding 10 the Teffimontes of the 
old and nevy Teſtament. 


E a & cx the Scriptures, 
ſaith our Lord, O moſt 
$weete Lord Teſus, grant oan.s. 
that I thy vnworthy Yer. . 
vant may deuoutly ponder, wiſely 4 
Search , and highly vnderſtandrthe 1 
Myſterie of thy Incarnation: and 
when I vnderſtand it not, make me 
humbly to worship it , and alwaics 
to render thee thankes for ſo great 
a fauour., and fo 2 A 


«rr SENMOns 
Charitic.I am more then ordinari- 
ly delighted with the conſideration 
ofthis myſterie, and among all the 
wonders which thou haſt wrought, 
it relishes more swectly , it' af-0; 
more yehemently, tics more forcea- 
bly, and tranſportes my whole hart 
into thee. Grant therefore that I 
may more frequently be conuerſant 
init, and more diligently conſider 
it, aSIt was fore knowne and fore- 
told by thy holy Prophets. Reweale 
mine eyes: and I thall confider the 
weruclow things of thylaw.Towitt, 
thou art the Law-Maker : Thou 


Pſa.n18. the Inſpirer and inſtrufor of the 


Prophets , by whoſe Oracles thou 
art prefigured. diuers and wonder- 
full waies; ſometimes openly , and 
ſometimes againe obſcurely , as the 
whole a—_—_ of the old Teſtament 
makes euident to ſuch as reade it; 
for nothing there, is deuoyd of Mi- 
ſerie, but moſt faithfull teſtimonics, 
al well of thy divinity, as thy huma- 


or Meditations, 
nitie, arc contained therein. And 
though thou needeſt no humanete- 
ſtimonies , who art Truth ir ſelfe, 
and whoat thy pleaſure makeſt men 
Prophets ; yer for our inſtruction, 
and the confirmation of our faith, it 
was thy bleſlcd- pleaſure to heue 
theſe things forctold, and written, 
long before, and allo to accompai- 
gnic the ſaid predictions with ſuch 
a higth of authority, that none durlt 
inanie {ort contradict them ; to the 
end that when thou $shouldeſt be. 
preſent in body , thou shouldeft be 
acknowledged to be the king of 
Iſrael, and the Sauiour ofthe world, 
who ſo 'many paſſages of Scripture- 
foretold to beabout to come. And 
this is that which thou didg an(- 
were in preſence of the DoQtours 
who bclecued not , but curiouſly 
obſcrued, and guilefully tempted 
thee : Search the Scriptures, wherein 
Jou apprehend eternall life tobe ha 
For thoſe are they which gine teſit= 
A 1 


d. Toan.s. 


C1, 


M4.16. 
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Yes Lord, thy Patriarkes, thy 
Prophets, and the reſt ofthe faith - 
full gine tcftimonie of thy Incarna- 
tion. For Abraham the firft ofthe 
Patriarkes by the merite of his 
Faith, and his perfe& obcdience, re- 
ccaucd ſucha promiſe: / thy ſeede 
all the Nations of the earthshat{be 
bleſſed. In which ſecede yerily, thou 
wert deligned and prophecied, who 
being borne of the Virgine Marie, 
didſt take thy true origine of the 
fleshof Adam, and of the ſtocke 
of Abraham , who did(ſt alſo extend 
this benediCtion to all the Nations 
of the vniuerſe, laying: who be- 
lecues, and is baptiſed, Shall be 
ſaued, This BenediCtion , I ſay, 
is not an carthly but a heauenly 
prgmele ; nor a tranſitoric plentic, 
but a permanent felicitic : an im- 
mortall[ life togeither with the An- 
oells; not a temporall continuance. 
Which as it was promiſcd te the 


or Meditations 
faithfull Abraham ſo by thee he 
and all his faithfull poſteritic , had 
the perfomance of it: For not they 
alone which are borne of Abraham 
according to the flesh, are the fonns 
of mane es they alſo who follow 
the footſtepps of his faith , are bleſ- 
ſed too, whether they iflucd car- 
nally from him, or they were ſpiri- 
rually regenerated out of the other 
nations. And therfor was he ſtyled 
the fatherof many nations, not of the 
lewcs alone, but of all the Nations, 
all the world ouer which belecued wm 

thee. 
3. Iiaac allo, Abrahams ſonne 
es 2 famous Teſtimonie of thee 
his aRions: for his Natiuitie 
forctold by the Angells, gaue 8 
preſage' of thy Natiuitic , which 
yet doth farre outftrippe the 
meaſure of all that cuer were 
borne. He by the promeſle of the 
Angell was borne of a barron 
mether: but thou being promiſed 

A ij 


6 Sermons 
from the beginihg ofthe world, waſt 
borne of a Virgine Mother, after 
a farre more ynſpeakable manner. 
His birth brought ioy to his paren - 
tes and friendes; but thyne afforded 
ſingular ioy to men and Angells. 
The miracle wrought in theaged 
and ſterille wombe, gauc great'con- 
fidence of thy Virginall birth. 
Thou therfor who wroughteſt that 
in thy poore and abieCt ſcruant, 
could(ſt certainly performe more in 
thyne owne perſon. For wheras 
thou art the Creatour of nature it 
ſclfe, thou haſt all ynder thy power, 
without being tycd or limited by 
any law or cuſtome, There appeares 
alſo a type of thy Paſſion in him, 
when his father was commanded to 
ſacryfice him , by: the voyce of an 
Angell. He caried the woode of 
which he was to make aſclf holo- 
cauſte : thou the woode of the 
Croſlle, to blott out the hand-wri- 
ting of our original offence. He was 
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bound , and ſtraight wayes pur 
ypon the Altar; thou waſt bound 
and: cruelly beaten, and in the end 
nayled to the Croſle , that thou 
mighteſt draw all to thy ſelfe. He 
was obedicnt to his father Abra- 
ham: and'thou didft obey Qod thy 
father cucn to the death of the 
Croſle, He is offered but is not 
flayne, becauſe he is but thetype, 
thou the truth : he che figne, thou 
the true Sacryfice. He was not to 
dyc becauſe he was not the Redee- 
mour of the world : but thou waſt 
to dyc; yet not forthyne owne, bur 
for our cryme ; becauſe thou , being 
the true Redeemour of the world, 
waſt borne to this effe&, and hadft 
receiued this command from thy 
heauenly Father. 

4. Againe Iacob thePatriarcke 
g1vcs a molt true teſtimonicto this 
rruth. He being taught by a Pro- 
pheticall ſpirit , forctold many 
thinges to his. ſonns which were 
; A 111) 
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after to happen for he foretold of 
what Tribe thon waſt to be borne, 
and at what tymec thou waſt to come, 
when bliſſing his ſonne Iudas, he 
{aid amongſt other thinges : The 
ſeceprer shall not be taken away from 
Judas ygand a Dnke ont of his thigh, 
till he doe come that is tobe ſent , and 
the ſame hall be the expettation of 
the Gentiles, Which teſtimonic 
being rightly vnderſtoode, is vn- 
doubredly- fulfilled in thee who 
drewſt thy worthy origine from the 
Tribe of Iudas ; and didſt enter into 
this world in the tyme, when the 
lawfull Duke fayled in Iudea, and 
when Herode the Kinge of an exter- 
ne nation, did there hold the highth 
of Principalitie. Thou art not ther - 
for ſtill expeted, as the ewes foo- 

lichly feigne, but we belecuc thou 

art alreadic come God in flesh, as 

the Chriſtians profeſle according 

to the Catholike faith. Certes the 
Duke fayld inludca, nor was there 


Gen.49 
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- any Law init : Pricſthoode was not 
heard of , the Temple fell to the 
Ground, the kingdome pcrished, 
the Nation was diſperſcd all oucr 


the carth, that all the yorld might Gne.49 
know, that thou chat art Iſracls 88 *- 


Sauiour, the expeCtation , of the 
Gentiles, and he they ſo much de- 
fired, art come. The old law was 
therfor to ceaſeas ſooneas new gra- 
ce and truth appearcd here below in 
thy perſon. Becauſe all chat ancient 
inſtitution was as a hand-mayd to 
beare tcftimonie of thee. 

5. To this doth the voyces of the 
Prophetes agree, whoforcknow ing 
thy coming, foretold the daycs o 
orace wherin we liue. For Moyſes 


the lawgiuer and Teacher of the 


cople of |ſracl gines a wonderfull _ 


credible teſtimonie : Thy Lord God " 
shall rayſe wnro thee, a Prophete, 
ſuch as I am, of thyne owne Nation 
and of thyne one brethrey. Moyles 
who was to ſpcake to a rude people 

Av 
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tecarmed theea Prophete ſimply , as 
happly not 1udging them, as the, ca - 
pable of a higher name. W hich may 
alſo be gathered out of the Goſpell, 
when the yoyce of the people was 
heard at the miracle of the fiue 
loaues and two fiches. This man is 
traly the Prophete which is to come 
into the world. But we now being 
indowed with a more ccrtainetruth, 
and a higher knowledge of faith, 
doe confeſle and belecue thee truly 
ro be, not onely a Propherte, bur che 
Lord of the Prophetes, and the true 
ſonne of God. Noris it irange that 
rhou didſt (peake many thinges ob - 
{curely to that people by thy. (er- 
uant Moyſcs ; and many more ma «+ 
nifeſtly to vs by thyne owne month; 
for ſoit was aggreeable to the order 
of 1aſtice , tothe law, and to grace. 
Moyles then, through a deſire of 
thy coming, prayed and faid : / be- 


ſeech thee, Lord, ſend whom thou 


art about to ſend, This Moyles was 
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he who was ſent into Epipt tode- 
liuer- the children of Iſrael ; to 
whom alſo power was impartcd by 
words, ſ{ignes, and wonders. He did 

reat and vnheard of thinges, 
which begett no {male admiration 
in the hearer or reader. Yet: whey 
they are miſtically ynderſtoode ; and 
duly referred to thee they poſlefle 
pious and faichfull hartes with a 
higher ſenſe, and a more ſouucrai- 
gue fruite, He leades: the children 
of I{rac} our of che. land of Egipt: 
Thou deliucredit chy: cleft out of 
their ancient lite, the Diuells caprti- 
uitie, and the priſons of Hell, He 
leades them through the reade ſea, 
Pharao being dro ned , and 
brought theminto the Land of Pre- + 
meſle : Thou thy faichful through 
the water of Baptiſme , originall 
ſinne bcing blorred our , and makes 
them enter into a heauculy manlion, 
He receiued the old law of the ten 
Commandements written in tables 
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of ſtone: 11 the Mounte lina, and 
deliuered them to the people to be 
kept. But thou being madethe Me- 
diatour of the new law, preacheſt 
the law of graceto thy Diſciples in 
the Mountaine, which thou deeply 
imprinteſt. in their hartes by the 
{ſpirit of Loue. He walked fortic 
ycares in the Deſert, with the chul- 
dren of I1ſracl , and was famous 
among them for many ſignes and 
prodigies. Thou liuing in carth the 
ſpace of thirtie three yeares, and 
conuerling amongſt mcn , didſt giue 
ſo many ſigues and arguments of 
thy diuinc pewer, that the world 
could hardly conteyne them had 
they all bene written. He executed 
the part of a faithfull ſcruant , thou. 
that of Lord and Maſter, and the 
onely begotten ſonne of the Father 
into whoſe diſpolall God had 
turned all ouer. And therfor neither 
he , nor yet any among men or 
_ Angells, is comparable to thee. The 


To8n.11 


or Meaitations. 1; 
holy Choſtis imparted to all others 
1N a certaine proportion, but thou 
Shares alwayes cquall power with 
thy hcaucnly Father : and doſt poſ- 
ſclle , euen according to thy hu- 
manitic , an excellencic of a fin-| ** 
__u dignitic farre- abouc all che 
aintes , which is communicable to 
noc creature. Fer fo which of the ,,,  \ 
Angells was it ener ſaid: thou art pl,1_ - 
my ſonne , thy day I begott thee, Qr 109. 
who among the Saintcs cuer heard 4th. ® 
the Father ſaying vnto him : ſite **: 
at my right hand? It is much for an 
Angell co be thy Miniſter , a great 
honour for any of thy Saintesto (itt 
at the table in thy Fathers King- 
dome; but to thee all power was 
tuen in heauen and in carth. And 
ough thou didſt appeare morrtall 
in the ſubſtance of our flesh, yet. 
art thou indecede the ynchangeable 
God aboue allthinges., taking vpon 
thee v hat is ours, without looſing 
what is thyne owne, We doctherfor 
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vndoubtedly and conſtantly profeile 
thee to be Chriſt, Gods onely .be- 
gotten , the Sauiour. of the world, 
promiſed inthe law, delircd by the 
Patriarkes, forclecne and foretold 
by the Prophetes. To. whole te(ti- 
monies it any: ſtike to (giue credic 
he deprines himſelfc of che light of 
truth , not holding: the fundation 
wher ypon heshoull place his feere 
nor looking: ypon the shining lan- 
ternes in a darke place. For the law 
1s a light, and the Prophere pretious 
lanternes leading vs tothee the true 
light of the ſoule, that they. char 
| Hch.n-belecue in thee may be ſaucd by. 
|, faich. Becauſe withour faithandthe 

| knowledge ofthy name, there isno 

hope of lite, no purchace of Salua- 

tion attayned to. For thou artour 
ſaluation,our hope,ourredemprion, 
whom the | Sainces our fore elders 
expected, to whom the promeſle was 
made. | 
6. And this our ſaluation-pro- 


or Meditations. 5 
miſed in thee by many types of 
thinges, and by many and wender - 
full viſtons went longe before; and 
lay hidd, But by the celebration of 
the Myſtcrie of the Incarnationand 
Paſliton, thoſe ſecreetes were mani- 
feſted and accomplished. The 
Paſcall lambe therfor which was 
commanded to be offerred eucry 
yeare in remembrance of our an- 
cient deliueric out of Egipt, prefi- 
gured thee, So didalſotht oblation 
of calues and rammes the burning 
of {weete perfumes; the ſundriz 
celebration of Sacryfiecs, and the 
frequent (ſprinkling of bloude. 
Againe thou art myſteriouſly prefi- Exo .z5 | 
gured by the golden candleſticke 
with ſcauecn lightes ; as alſo by the 
high Pricſt who entered but oncea 
yeare into the Santa Santtorum. 
But thou didlt at once, by the ſacry- 
fice of thy body offerred vpon the 
Altar of the Croſſe, conſummate 
and put a periode toall thoſe legall 
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facryhices. And therfor there is nov 
no more vtilitic in the worshippe 


of thoſe former Sacryfices : becauſe 


thou, 0 cternall Truth haſt made 
knowcn vnto vs what they (ignificd. 
They arc rcade by our DoCtours 
amongſt the faichfull , and _ 


ſpiritually diſcuſſed and made vic 


of, they ſcrue profitably to our edi - 
fication, and their miſticall ſ{cuſe 
we willingly recciue ; marrie we 
ad mitt not their obſ{eruation accor - 
ding to the letter, Andif chou waſt 
ancicntly pleaſed with ſuch ſacry- 
fices, this was done by hidden faith 
which was to be rcucaled. But now 
thoſe old facryhces arc ended, and 
the new fſacryfice is come, which 
the holy Church cclebratcs with a 
faithfull devotion all the world 
ouer. The Rocke alſo , whence 
ſweete waters flowed to a thirſtie 
people : The Af4»»a which yealded 


Ns. 21. a wonderfull foode to the hungrie: 


the brafen ſerpent which was cre- 


2 
j 


> Sudoing 


Wa 
! 


—- "IO 
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acd to cure thol[cthart were bittenor 
ſtnnge: Aaron the Prieſts flourishing | 
Rodde produceing nutts gaue a Ns. TA. 
cleare foreknowlcdge ofthee .loſua _ 
roo who was famous both for his 
name and actions: the molt yidto- . 
rious Gedeon ; the ſtrongeſt Sam- 115. 19ſue | 
pſon, Samuel the moſt faithfull Pro: #% 7®+ | 
phetcithe knowen vyertue of the Na - hs 
zarites, andall the Indges did won-. yym.s. | 
derfully expreſle chee. 
7. Dauid theglorious Kinge and 
Prophete , and famous Pfalmiſt, 
choyſcn out according to Gods 
owne hart, doth plancly fing thee, 
denoutly pray vnto thee, and ar- 
denely Jelare thy coming, ſaying; 
Bow ' dowwne 6 Lord the Heawens, pn 
and deſcende : ftirre up thy power \/ «.' 
and come ,that thox maſs x Lp Vs. y X , 
Shew vs, 6 Lord, thy mercy, and + 
gine vs thy ſaluation. Where are 
thyne ancient mercyes, 0 Lord, as 
thou ſworeſt to thy ſeruant Daxid. 
By theſe and other requeſts hefre- 


o 


. 
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quently layes open the ardent deſire 
of. his hart whileſt he finges his 
Pſalmes. Yea he bringes yer higher 
teſtimonies then theſeto the vauey - 
led eyes of the harte. This is holy | 
Dauid to whom thou didſt reveile 
the vncertaine and hidden miſteries 
of thy wiſdome, and to whom thou 
didf{t premeſle thar' thou waſt to be 


 incarnated, out of his ſtocke or lyne. 


T his is Dauid, beaurifull of body, 
ſtrongeof hand , prouident in coun- 
ſell, wiſe in words, mylde in in- 
muries, humble in his owne cyes, an 
obſcrucr of the holy law ,an intoner 
of the Golſpell, and a truc witneſle 
of thy coming. He did moſt fully 
Por thy Natiuitie, Paſſion, 
Reſurreftion and Aſcenſion. Thou 
art therfor he of whom he ſaith : He 
placed his Tabernacle in the ſunne: 
and, he came ont of his bed chamber 
like a Bridegroome : he exulted as a 
Gyant toruninthe way: Hu comin 


out was from the higheſt Heanen. 


or Meditations. I9 4x 
Thou art the Truth which ſprurg 5 
vp out of the earth : thou art luſtice p/a. 84.% 
which looked out from Heauen and "7 
reconciled vs to God the Father | 
after our fall. Thou art beaurifull 2/4 ,,** 
and comely aboue.the ſonns of men. 
Grace-is diffuſcd in thy lipps. Yes 

thou art he, from whom mercy 

and grace was deriued yponall men. 

Thou art God, our Kinge before ?P[4.73. 
all Ages , who wrought(t (aluation 

in the mid(t of thecarth. Thouarta 

man borne in Iudea, whoſe name 

was permanecnt.fromeuer and cuer, 

Thou didft fall downe vpon Marie 7/4. 7t. 
like dew ; and thou didſt ſpreade 

the wholſome doftrine like dewe 
dropping downe ypon the ground. 

Thou waſt begotten of the Father D/. 9g. 
before the day ſtarre, and now being 

clad with our morrtall garment thou ?/.z09. 
remayneſt a,Preiſt for cuer, con- 
ſtituted by God according to the 
order of Melchiſedech. Thou didſt 
drinke an yndeſerucd dcath and 14; 
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Paſſion of the Torrent in the way 
for our fakes, ſuffering like a true 
trauellour, And therfor in the day 
of thy Reſurrection thou didſt putr 
on fortitude and comlineſle. Nor 
didſt thou ſuffere the corruption of 
the flcsh as we doe; butdidſit rayſc 
vpthe yery ſame flesh wherin thou 
hadſt ſuffered , ro immortall life, 
in which thou didſt aſcende with 
Iubilation the Avgells reioycing 
ther at-,-from whence thou art to 
come ypon the trumpetts ſound at 
the day of Doome, And thus are 
Dauids faithfull verſes fulfilled 
which are written in diuers paſlages 
ofthe Plalmes. 

' 8. O Iefusthe onely deſire of the 
Prophetes : thou art the Enama- 
nuel whom a Virgine conceiued , 2 
Virgine brought forth, remayning 
a Vitgine after her childbirth : of 
whom Ifaye euidently and amply 
prophecicd : A liele child is borne to 
vs , and 4 fonne it ginento vs, and 
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his principalitie is made wpon his 
Shoulder; and his name shall be called 
marauelow , Connſeller, God, ftronge, 
father of the world tocome, Prince 
of peace : His Empire shall be mul- 
tiplyed, and there thall be no endof 
peace. Thou art the roote of lefle 
/ who ſtandſt asa figne tothe people, Ife. 11. 
n whom the Gentiles $hall ſue to; 
whoſe ſepulcher is ſcene glorious 
encen to. this _ Thou art the 
flowre which ſpringes from the 
roote of lefle, —_ = the ſpirit _ 
of wildome and vnderſtandinge, 
the ſpirit of counſell and fortitude, 
the ſpirit of knowledge and pictic, 
and the ſpirit of the feare of our 
Lord doth reſt. T hou artthe Lam- 
bewhich conquers the world , being 
| ſent from the rock<c of the Deſerte, 
q to the Mountaine of the daughter 
| of Sion, Thou art the mountaine 
of the houſe of our Lord, prepared 1/4jz,1. 
in the toppe of the Mountaines, 
* Tayſcd aboue thchills, towhomall 
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; Nations doe run, to receiue ofthy 
Z 1/a.109 plenirude, Thou art the light. of 
- Hieruſalem, and gloric of Iſraell, 
whoſe ryſing and brightnes doth 
enlighten the world. Thou art the 

1/s, 8 ſtone whichis tryed, a corner, = 
' tious, fundamentall ſtone layd in 
Syon. Thouart our Lords bloſlome 
in magnificence, and the ſublime 
fruite of the carth, fitting now at the 
Tight hand of God the Father, all 
the Principalities and powers of the 
earth bcirfg brought vnder thy 
feete, Thus ſaith Iſaye ; who fo- 
relaw future thinges with a greate 
ſpirit, and comforted all the mour- 
ners of Syon, with thy coming, 
wher vpon healſoſaith. Be comfor- 
Iſai.40. ted my people , ſaith your Lord God: 
becanſe euen [ that ſpoke , loe I ans 

here preſent, O with how ardenta 

deſire did he wish that the promeſle 

ofthy Incarnation should be accom- 
plished, when filled with the ſpirit 
Eſa.64. Of boldneſle he cryed out: O chat 
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thou wouldſt burſt the Heauens a 
ſunder and deſcende, atthy preicn- 
ce the mountaines would melt away. 
Who alſo not beingable to repreſle 
the vehemencie of his deſire, but was 
carefull to make it openly knowen 
to all the world, ſayd againe: For 
Syon I will not hold mypeace, and for 


 Hieruſalem I will not reſt, till her 


inſt one come forth asbrightnes , and 
ber Sanionr be kinaled as alampe. 
and who is able to ſound all his 
miſterious ſ{ayinges , which he purr 
downe, eſpecially of thy Incarna- 
tion , Paſſion , Glorification, and 
expcfation of thy . Judgement; as 
allo of the vocation ofthe Gentiles, 
and preaching of the holy Goſpell. 
He relates thinges to come inthe 
lame forte as though they were 
paſt; ſo doth hedeliner every thinge 
in partieular,as though he had ſcene 
them all with his cyes. As indeede 
he did ſcethem, marrie it was with 
the.eyes of his ynderſtanding , not 
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with thoſe of flesh. For heauenly 
Myfteries are diſconcred with {p1- 
rituall eycs, which the ſenſuall man 
cannot comprehend, Whencen was 
that the Phariſies could not rayſe 
their thoughtes to the Maieſtic of 
thy Diuinitie ; becauſe they eyed 
 onely exteriourly thy corporall pre- 
ſence in beholding thee, Bur ltaye 
Eſaiz, 6, Who was dininely illuminated, and 
hightened,, gaue teſtimonie of the 

truth of both natures. For thus he 

ſaith of the Diuine nature; / /aw 

our Lord fitt vpon a ſublimely high 

E/a.2. ſegte, and all the earth was reple- 
O53 oiched with his Maieſtie: and of 
his humanitie thus: We ſaw him, 


med hun as a leaprou perſon, and 
one ſmitten by God, and humbled. 
And he was wounded for our ini- 
guities, he was torne for our crymes. 

9. In like manner the moſt holy 
Prophete Iercmie beares teſtimonie 
of thee, when hethus deſcribes the 
the 


and he had uo aſpef, and weeſtee. 
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great myſterie of inheritance: our 
Lond; 4aith he y created ra new 
thingt :vpon \earth.,i a' roman: bail 
iynirone:man. And what 15 {onew 
0 Lord.Icſus, as.chy conceptionby 
the holy Ghoſt, thy natiuitic of @ 
'Virgine? /This-isanouelcic that the 


wor dneuer heard of,w hich tcither 


before nor after shall ever haueany 
thinge-like yntoir. O truly happic 
noucltie,-þy which old iniquitie is 
putt to. flight :.and-new ſanctitic is 
introduced-in her-place. All hayle 
new mother, reioycco Marie. Thou 
art that bleſſed woman, of whom 
this Prophete ſpeakes, and who 
haſt merited:to be ouerioyed with 
the moſt happie birth'of this noucl- 


oF ' tie: for thou didſt compriſe him itt 
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thy immaculate wombe, being made 
higher then all creatures, hwomthey 
were notall capablc of; for though 
thou didſt for along tyme beare him 
aboutwith thee,a litle one, iridewed 
with tender members, shntt vp with 
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inthy virginall bowells; yet Ieſus, 
while not yet borne, was a man, in 
power though not inbody; bythe 
perfection of wiſdome,not by thedi- 
menſion of his age. Yeaand as ſoone 
as cuer he was conccined he was 
replenished with grace and truth. 
And by thus vnderſtanding 'that 
paſſage of Hieremie, we make good 
that the Miſteric was truly greate. 
Baruch 19, In Baruch alſo is a memorable 
3 teſtimonic found :7h# is our Lord 
and there shall be noneothereſteemed 
againſt him, After this he wasſeene, 
and he connerſed amongſt men. 

11. The Prophete Ezcchiel, who 
had leene many heauenly:. Myſte- 
ries, ſaith what followes,'particu- 

Exech 1 larly pointing thee out therby: And 
wpon the likeneſſe, of the Throne, 
Ezech.g there 044 45 it were the aſpetof a 
man from aboxe. And againe; There 
1145 one man in the midſt of then, 
wa clothed with linnen garmentes, 
and the inckhhorne of 4 writer at has 
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reynes. He dothalſotouch theadmi- 
Table myſteric | of thy moſt ſacred 
Nativitie, when he recciued a hea- 
uenly anſwer from the Eaſt Gate. 
This gate shall be shmtt, and it shal 
»ot be opened: and man 5 all not paſſe 
through it: becauſe the Godof Iſ- 
rae] paſſed through it ; and it shall 
be shutt for the Prince, Thou art 
that Prince, and Marie the $hut 
Gate, who as well in concciuing as 
in bringing forth remayned alwaycs 
an vnſpotted V irgine. 

12. Daniel a man of deſires, and a 
knower of ſublimeſecreetes, whi- 
leſt he wiſely interpreted kinge Na- 
buchodonofors dreame, did indee+ 
de faithfully forctell thy coming. 
Thos didſt , ſaith he, /o ſee tillthe 
ſtone was hewen from the Monn- 
taine, without had, which ſtruckethe 

atue in its iron and feyned feete, 
and broke them in peeces theſtone 
which broke the ſtatue became & 
great mountains, and filledthe whole 
B ij 
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earth, Thou artrepreſented by that 
ſtone, who waſt cutr out ofthe 
Mountaine, that - is, out of the 
Kingdome of the Iewes : wit' our 
handaes ; that is, without any mate- 
riall Jabor, borne ofa Virgine. Who 
didſt Smyrte the ſtatua in the ferte, 
who didſt wonderfully crush downe 
the pompe of carthly Maieſtic, as 
well by words as wonders, cuen a- 
midſt the hcate of perſecutions. And 
thou becamedſt like a huge Moun+ 
taine, and thou didft fill the whole 
vniucrſe. Becauſe being at firſt 
knowen to a few in + onely, 
thou afterwards becameſt knowen 
to the whole world, by the shining 
grace of the Goſpell. Daniel pro- 
duces yet another teſtimonie ,, 
ſaying: 1 Beheldin my viſion by 
night, and behold the ſonne of man 
came with the cloudes, and he came 
to the old of dayes, and they offered 
bim inthis fre, and indowed with 
power, honour and raigne, and all 
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people Tribes and tongnes shall ſerye 


him. Heus power 15 an eternal poryer 


which hall not be taken away from 


him; nor shall hs Kingdame be cor- 
rapted. What/is more cleare-then 
this tcſtimonic, wherin both thy co » 
ming, as wcll in, flesh , as to iudge- 
ment is enidently foretold ?-  _ ; 
£3. Micheas gives ſo clcare a teſti» 
monie, that neither the Scribes nor 
Pharifttes, being queſtioned vponit, 
could concealc the ſame. For when 
Herode asked them where Chrilt 
Should be borne,they made an{were 
according tothe words of this Pro- 
phete; In Bethleem Inaa: for lothe 
{ame bleſſed Prophete faith: and 
thox Bethlehem Eprata art alitle one 
inthe thouſands of Inda: out of thee 
shall come forth unto me he that 5hall 
be the Dominatonrin Iſrael, and hss 
coming forth from the begining , from 
the dayes of eternitie.In whichwords 
the truth of both thy Natiuitics is 


clearely ſett out, ſith in the one that 
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erernall coming from thy father ; in 
the other thy temporall coming 
from thy mother is exprellecd. 
14. Abacuc the " $40x wang 1s conti- 
nually ypon his watch: and makes a 
ſtand by ms what may be deliue- 
red of thinges to come, and 
that he may contemplate thee 
vpon the Croſle. As yet, {aith he, 
Abacuc, he is ſeene a farre of, and he shall 
"g appeare in theend, and shall not lye: 
if he make ſome delay, expett him, 
fer he shall come a pace and shall not 
delay. And of thy Paſſion thus : Hs 
Abacuc brightnes shall be as the light , hornes 
3. in 'ts handes,there is his ſtrength hid, 
before bis face shall death goe, Thou 
went forth the ſaluation of thy 
people, faluation with thy Chriſt, 
He aboue all the other Prophetes 
doth expreſle thy moſt sweete name, 
which exceedes cucry name, ſaying: 
But I will reioyce in onr Lord, 1 will 
exult in God my Jeſus, 
15, Sophonias compoſcth a com- 
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fortable Prophecic and | rayſcs vp 
the mynd-which is wearie with long 
expectation toa ſpirituall ioy : Re- 
toyce, laith he, o dangbter of Syon: 
and thou o Iſrael ſpinge with toy: Re- 
joyce and exult in euery. hart, 0 


dangheer of Hieruſalem. The King 


of Iſrael, our . Lord in the midſt of Sophon, 


thee, he will /ane thee. 

16. Aggeus did alſo prophecie, 
ſaying: Tet alitle, and I will shake 
Heanen and earth, the ſea and drye 
Land'; and I twill moxe all the Na- 
tions, and the deſired of all Nations 
tv ill come. 

17 Zacharias alſo giues teſtimonies 
with a ioyfall harr', and foretells 
ſaundrie things, ſaying. Prayſe and 
reroyce 0 thow daughter of Syon , be- 
canſe loe 1 will come ,!1 and I will 
diyellin the midſt of thee. And againe 
exult enongh 6 daughter of Syoy, 
make inbilation o Hieruſalem , be- 
bold thy kinge comes to thee the iuſte 
and Sauionr , himſelfe poore and 
A it 
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ryding vpon an Aſſe, and vponus. 
colt the fole of an Aſſe.: Thou did(t:; 
accomplish this |prophecic , when 
thou didſt ent r into Hieruſalem 
{ting vpon the backe of a poore 
contemptible Afﬀſe, And leaſt any. 
might doubt whether that were fo- | 
retold of thce, that is added which F 
leaues no place of doubting, ſince we | 
alrcadic {ec it by experience: And he 
shall ſpeake,ſaith he,peace totheGen: 
tils , and his poryer from ſeaeuento 
ſea. Whichthing was faithfully ac- _ 
c omplished by the Preachers of the 
Golpell, who announced peace to 
thoſe that were neercat hand , and 
to thoſe who were farre off. :Aﬀtcr 
this he deſcendes to the ' Paſſion, 
Shewing how thou shouldſt re- 
 _ deeme the world with thy pretious 
b:d em bloud : Thor alſd in the bloud of 
thy teſtament , haſt let. forth thy 
priſonners ont of the lake wherin 
£ 10 water, Many other teltimo- 


nics, did both this Prophete and 
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the Reſt of the Prophetes'produce 
wherof nota few are inſerted inthe 
new Teſtament. Nor ought the 
Reader be moued to diſtruſt, if 
now and then, he find ſome teſti- 
monies diuersly related by the Pro« 

hetes and the Euangeliſtes. For 
ghe Euangeliftes deliuer that breifly 
and clearly ( as being endowed 
with a more plentifull aſſiſtance of 
the holy Ghoſt) which the Prophe- 
res deliner ina longe diſcourſe with 
much obſ{curitie. | 

18. Remayne not therfor any 
longer,o iewe or Gentile, in thy 1n- 
hdelitic hauing heard truth deliue- 
red with ſuch a cloud of witneſles. 
Acknowledge Chriſts Incarnation, 
fortold by the mouthes of the Pro- 
phetes and fulfilled, If you giue nor 
credit to our ſcriptures , conſult 
your owne bookes and fo you shall 
finde it euen there too. Remoue 
onely the carnall ynderſtanding 
of them, and doe not with a madd 


boldneſle, defende the beare letter, 
B 
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ſcarch out the ſpjrituall ſenſe, and 
applye your harts to Chriſts my- 
ſeries , if you deſire to attayne to 
the ſound and wholſome meanin 

of the Scriptures. If otherwiſe 
abſtrafting from Chriſt, you glorie 
in the law or Prophetes, your glo+ 
rie is vane, and your vnderſtanding 
which you follow 1s blind, Moyles 
will not art all profit you, it you 
heare not Chriſt of whom Moylſcs 
wrote. Nor will the Prophertes be of 
any aduantage to you vnleſſe you 
recciue the Lord of the Prophertes. 
In vane doe you ſeeketo beiuſti- 
fyed by thelaw, ſince many Fathers 
were found iuft cuen before the liw 
was eſtablished. By faith Noe was 
ſtyl1d Iuſt, And Abraham belecuing 
in God, had the prayſe of juſtice 
before circumciſion. Doe not ther- 
for boaſt the nobilitie of your 
kindred , nor the vertues of your 
fore - fathers, nor that the Holy 
ſcriptures, replenished wich hga- 
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ynto you : becauſe God « regardes 
the harts of the humble, and lookes 
ypon the faith of truc Belecuers. 
And therfor you hall be glorious 
and acceptable to God, if by belcife 
in Chriſt, you 1mitate the faith and 
wanners of your forcfathers ; who 
indeede placed not the confidence 
of their merite of iuſtice in the ob+- 
{cruance of the law, nor inthe mul. 
titude of rheir yiEtimes, nor yet in 
their owne workes, but in the onely 
grace of our Lordleſus Chriſt. For 
to God promiſed by the Prophete 
Iſayc. Tow tere ſold gratis and you 
hall be redeemed without money, 
Behold o Iewe beholde , and be 
conuerted to leſtis Chriſt the true 
light of the world. He is the Lord 
that rules , and the Angcll of the 
Teſtament , as Malachic {aich: he 
came to ſaue all Nations, though 
peculiarly ſent to thee. Butalas he 


was neither. acknowledged nor 
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recciued-by. many of thy children; 
Verily if thoudoſt beleue that he is 
come thou $halt be ſaucd, if not, he 
shall come againſt thee and thou 
wilt be damned. /f you beleene not 
that I am, you 5hall dy e in your finue, 
W har excuſe canſt thou bring, to 
defend thyne errour > Thou haſt 
indcede the Law and the Prophetes, 
but they are rather thy accuſers, 
then thy Defendours , and $hall 
give inneuidence againſt hee that 
thou wouldſt not belecue. Moyſes 
ſatth, Gize eare 0 you Rebelles, and 
infideles ; becauſe whilſt I yer lined 
among you , and walked along with 
104, you dealt alwayes contentionsly 
againſt our Lord, low much more 
when 1 shall be deade? This obdura- 
tion remaynes ſtillintheeandinthy 
ſcede to this day. But when thou 
Shalt be conuerted, God will be pro- 
pitious vnto thee as well as tothe 
other Nations. Be connerted, be 
conucrtcd ta our Lord:lc{us Chriſt 
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of Iſracl, and thou shalt be no more 
a reproach amongſt the Gentiles-For 
rwo thinges eſpecially detayne 
thee in thy perfidiousneſle; loue of 
temporalitics,and thy carnall ynder- 
ſtanding of the ſcriptures. But yet 6 
Hieruſalem, lifryp thyne eyes, and 
looke round abour thee ; and ſee, © 
Iſrael, the multitudes of faithfull 
Chriſtians {preadouer all the world, 
and blush to be found ſtill in errour, 
while by belceuing thou mayſt ob- 
teyne cternall ſaluation. Let not 
the multitudes of ſuch as line ne- 
gligently , who by pennance may 
be calily conuerted, ſcandale thee 
But rather looke ypon cxamples 
of GoolJ Chriſtians, wherof thou- 
. ſands are neucr wanting in Gods 
Church, how cuer they may be 
hidd from the eyes of men, 
19 But now leauing the Tewes, 0 
my ſoule , lets returne to Chriſt, 
for he is indeede thy Redemption 
and thy ſaluation. If the Iewe will 
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not belecue, yet remayne thou 
firme in faith that Ieſus is the lonne 
of God, as all the Prophctes doe 
witneſle, who were diuinly inſpired 
and inſtructed , which if the Lewes 
belecued they would alſo be- 
lccue the Goſpell of Chriſt as he 
{aid vnto them : if you did beleene 
AMoyſes, you would happly beleene 
me too; becauſe he wrote of me. Burt 
It is no wonder that they bein 
carnall men and following viltble 
thingcs alone refuſe ro belceuc him 
wheras the law is ſpirituall, and 
admitts none into the knowledges 
of it but ſpiricuall perſons onely. 
Now wheras our Lord leſ(us Chriſt 
came humble, he was not knowen 
by them, though they otherwiſe 
reade in the Prophetes that he 
Should comein that forte. But they 
miſcrable wretches ſtumbled vpon 
the Rocke of ,offenceand (candale, 
contemning his humilitic , and 


blaſpheeming him whileſt he 
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wrought diuine wonders, Whilſt 
thou heareſt theſe thinges, © my 
ſoule, be thou like a moſt prudent 
Bee, detelting their perfidious mad- 
nefle, and, humbly following the 
faith of the pious. Nor let the 
wickednes of multitudes, and the 

ictic ofa few deterrethee, knowing 
that it is the ſaying of our Lord ; 
that there are many called, bur tew 
clefted. Nor indeede doch this in- 
quilition belong ro thee, ſince this 
diſccringe iudgement appertaynes 
to God alone, Turne thou chyne 
cyes vpon thy ſelfe , and obſcrue 
how great bleſſinges are beſtowed 
vpon,thce and defiſte notfr6 giuing 
what thankes thou artable for chy- 
ne owne vocation and illumination 
Retoyce and exulte with thy w hole 
harte in God thy Sauiour, that he 
hath pleaſed to viſitethce, coming 
from che higeſt Heaucn, For the 
whole buſines was nothing els but 
an argument of grace and exceeding 
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loue , that he who was onely able to 
aſſiſte thee daigned tocome in ſuch 
an humble manner. For albeit he 
made himſelfe a Debtour by his 
promiſc, yet was his gratious libe- 
ralitieno lefle in thy behalfe , ſince 
his bleſſings were beſtowed vpon 
thee without any preceeding meri- 
LS. 

20, O truly great and venerable 
M yſterice, hidd trom the world; pro- 
miſed by many foreraning Witnel- 
ſes; longe expected ; ardently delt- 
red; andat length giuen, and faith- 
fully commended to the world, Few 
of the comon ſortof people ynder- 
ſtoode this great Myſteric of the 
Incarnation, and the Propheces 
alone were found to haue dyucd into 
the {ecrectes therof, to whom it 
was imparted by the ſpeciall gift of 
Reuclation to fore-ſce and write it. 
For they, as Gods choyce friends, 
were permitted ſo to enter intothe 
ſecrete of heaucnly counſell, as to 
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ynderſtand thar-mankind had fallen 

into (0, great. miſeric/for the cryme 

of the. firſt preuarication, which. 
could be no otherwiſe expiated 

then by the grace of our Media- y, coy, 
tour , |by , whoſe incarnation 'and; 10, 
paſſion-man. was: to. be © redee- 

med. This could not vulgare capa- 

Citics ( which recciued all thinges in 

types and figures) comprehend. Ir 

was ycrie much forthem to receiue 

any gift, of,carthly, promues. But to 

the Prophetes nothing ſeemed grear 

and to be rejoyced at, ſauc that one- 

ly which ſaucred of the delightes of 
cternall Beatitude, W hence it was 

that, one of the cheife' Propheres, 
tranfcending| all terreane thinges, 
pointed out what he cheifly loucd, 
ſaying: Whatis there tomein Hea- pſal 72 
uen, and beſides thee what would I 
vponearth,God is the God of my hart, 
and my part forexer. But this loue 

of hcaucnly thinges , and hope of 
future thinges was not foundinall 
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men. | Yea many were ignorant of 
the difference: berwixt the shadowe 
and the Trurh,tll thou 0Good [eſus 
our true peace didft deſcend from 
Heauen, and enter into this carthly 
vallic ro enlighten mankind. Bur 
when we readethat thou the Word 
art made flesh, and that thou the 
Creatour of man haſt daigned to 
appeare among men,that which had 
lyen long tyme hidd began to be 
made manifeſt by thee; and that 
which was hard to be ynderftoode 
was brought downe to our capaci- 
ties ; and what ſeemed incredible 
was made vilibleand euenas it were 
palpable by thy ſaucing preſence. 
21, In conclution , ſome thinges 
thou didſt humbly accomplishe euen 
according to their licerall ſenſe, 


. Shewing that they were written of 


thee. Some thinges againe thoudidſt | 


not literally obſeruc , but more pro- 
fitably referred them to a miſticall 


ſcnſe, teaching therby that all the 
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Oracles of the Prophetes were nor 
to be taken literally, which yet were 
alwayes ſotid and intireaccording to 
their ſpirituall ſenſe and meaning. 
For witnefle the Euangeliſt , this 
paſſage of the ſcripture concernin 
the Paſcall Lambe was licerally ful- ,,,,_. 
filled in thee : you (hall not breake 4 9 jog. 
bone of him: And this ſpiritually ty. 
which ſaith : a»d be shall be a Lam- Exod, 
be without ſpott a male ayeare old: '** 
for a Lambe without {pott repre« 
{cntes thee who art innocent and 
without all ſpott: Thou doſt ther- 
for inſtruct the ſimpleto belccue by 
euident prophecies: and thou doſt 
cleuate more ſubtile ſpirites , by 
ob{cure paſlages, to ſearch out high 
Myſteries. This Prophecie lyes 
open to all capacities : they digged 
my/ andsand my feete: they numbred Sſal. ax, 4 
all my bones, This other is more jon 
hidden: / am 4 werme and not a 
man, This againe 1s an open pro- 


phecic ; They shall looke vpon hins 
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whom they pearſed. This hidden: 
LY pon one ſtone there be ſeauen eyes. 
Theſe and many other teſtimonies 
are found, moſt truely forctold of 
thee, which the lewish fallacies and 
craft can-neuer deſtroye. For they 
endeuoured to bring in falſe teſti- 
monies. whichaggrecd not, Woe be 
to thee o perfidious wretch who chu- 
ſes rather to perish then to belceue. 
Conſcnte to the word of truth, 
leaſt it be (aid to theeas it was laid 
to the Saduceans who were carnally 
blind in the law and Propheres. Tow 
erre neither knowing the ſcriptures 
nor the power of God : for cuery 
prophecic hath refercnce to Chriſt, 
and is conſummated in Chriſt, 

22, How-beit, © Lord leſus, 
whilſt thou waſt preſent in flesh, 
thou didſt not onely mynd the (al- 
uation of the Iewes alone, but euen 
of all thoſe that should belceue in 
thee by the holy preaching of the 
Apoſtles whom thou didſt ſpecially 
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cull out ' for this, worke. Who 
though at firſt they were but ſimple 
and valcarned men,yet by thy dayly 
conference withthem,and in ſucce(- 
ſc oftyme by a more plenrifull infu- 
ſion of the holy Ghoſt, as thou didſt 


promiſe them, they were leade into 


allcruth, ſo as they were capable of 


the fulneſle of all the Scriptures. 
And their preaching was ſo much 
more to be admired, and a more cer- 
tainebelcife was to be giuen to them, 
by how much more certain? it was, 
that ofthemſelues they had nor 
wrought ſo wonderfull thinges vn- 
leſle thy moſt powerfull hand had 
ſtrengthened them : ſince it was in- 
deedea very harde and truly diwine 
worietohauc ſubdued all the world 
to the ſacred lawes of Faith. O 
wildome of God who didſt iſſue 
out of the mouth of the High- 
ct! How great — haſt thou 
performed for our ſaluation, tore- 
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duce ys backe againe thither when'- . 
cewe were fallen, Thou firſt ſenteft 
out the Patriarkes and Prophetes 
to forctell vs thy coming. And then 
thou didſt depute the Apoſtlesand 
Euangeliſts to teach yshat all was 
accomplished, O thy vnſpeakable 
mercy,o Lord,whichis made mani - 
fcſtynro ys, farre abcue all that onr. 
thoughts could reach to. Thou didſt 
carefully ſeeke thoſe that knew thee ' 
not:thou didſt not forſake thoſethat 
abandoned thee: thou moſt myldly 
pardoned thoſc that ſinned againſt 
thee: and thou shewedſt the way of 
ſaluation tothoſe that ſtrayed farre 
from thee. If thou bee'ſt ſo good and 
gracious to thyne enemyes , what 
wiltthou be tothy friends? Verily 
thou $halrt be all in all, ſo that no- 
thing may be wanting to thoſe that 
feaſt and rejoyce with thee in thy 
Fathcrs Kingdome, Amen, 
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The: teſtimonies of the: nevy 
ty; 1. Teſtament. | 


' 1. JNV T ' now'let ys produce a 
- i AFfew teſtimonies out of the 
new: Teſtament : for all that I find 
. written-therin I conſtantly belecue 
to be thy teſtimonies. And that, 
-notas. of old delivered in figures 
and .darke ſpeeches, but in. plane 
aud md they publishe 
thee: to be Chriſt the ſonne of God; 
And inthe firſt place the Angell Ga- 
bricl.who was ſent to the Virgine 


Marie teſtifierh this, ſaying : What Zyc.z; 


5 all be borne of thee holy,sball be cal- 
led the ſonneof God. Andthe Angell 
ſpeaking vnto the Shipheards giues 
the ſame _teſtimonic : becauſe thee 
day a Sauiour is borne to thee who 
is Chriſt, Lordin the citte of Danid.: 
The moſt deuoute Kinges doe alſo- 
witneſle the ſame, who came from 
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the Eaſt to Hieruſalem, and thence 
were directed to Bethleem to ho - 
nopr him. with miſterious preſents, 
whom they had foreſcene. in the 


ſtarre. The ſame too doth that me- - 


morable uſt and"religious old. Si+ 
meon witneſle, who cxpected-ithe 
conſolation of I{racl : for he haumg 
recejued 'an anſwer by the | holy 


Luc. 2, Ghoſt that. he should not + depart 


this life till he ſaw the annoynted of 
our Lord, came in ſpirit into the 
Temple: recciuing therfor thy ten« 
der younge mEbers into hisarmes, 
whoſe Maicſtie yet he interiourly 
was not ignorant of, he deuoutly 
ſunge thankes-givings : Now tho 
doſt diſmiſſe thy ſeruant 0 Lord, ac- 


tbidem. tording to thy word inpeace Which 


Canticle being ended, he ſaidalſo 
to thy vencrable Mother: Behold 
this is ſett wnts the ruine , aud vnto 
the Reſurretlion of many in Iſrael, 
and for a figne whichshall be contra 
aitted ; and thyng awne ſouls slall a 
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ſwordpearce, thar ont of many hartes 
cogitations may be renealed. © the 
denonte and fincere faith of this 
moſt blefſed old man! He adores 
thee being bur a licle childe,, whom 
the Scribes and Phariſies contem+ 
ned cucn. working miracles. He 
confciles thee to be rrue God : while 
they tearme thee a {cducer, and a 
polleſicd perſon. And therfor heis 
deemed worthy of prayſe and vene- 
ration :: while they are deſeruedly 
reputed the ſonns of perdition. The 
vencrable Ilohn the Baptiſte giues 
alſo teſtimonic of thee w ho was di- 
ninely fent into the world to that 
rpoſe: A man hall come after 
2s, who was made before me, whoſe 
shoe buckle I am not worthy to logfe. 
And he ſecciny thee conuerſe a 
men , and not withſtanding remayne 
free from all ſport of ſine, ſaith. Be- 
hold the Lambe of God , behold whe 
taketh amay the finnes of the world, 


He was 4 bright and borving light. 
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'Bur thou the. erue light which 
enlightcns all men coming into this 
world. He the cryer, but thou the 
iudge. He the humble ſeruant , bur 
thou the Lord of all. He the ſpouſes 
friend: but thou the ſpouſe of the 
Church. He is the Prophere of the 
Higheſt: thou the onely begotten 
ſonne of God , cocternall with 
God the Father. He went out befo- 
re thee likethe day ſtarre to prepare 
the way : but thou followedſt him 
as a bright ſunne fulfilling all 1u+ 
ſtice. Who didſt alſo ſend out thy 
Apoſtles. , as ſo many funbeames 
into the whole world, to preach 
the 'ight of faith to all Nations for 
their Saluation. Burt thou halt yer 
another teſtimonic greater then 
John. - For | the Father. v itneſſeth 
from Heauen, ſaying : This my 
beloned ſonne, in whom [ ampleaſed. 
Againe the Holy Ghoſt, appearing 
in the shape. of a douc came down= 


and remayned ypon thee. And thou 


, 
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thy ſelfe being preſent in flesh,, didſt 
more fully:and amply declare tothy 
moſt faichfull friend lohn, of how 
grear power and maicſtiethou art,{6 
dhathe,reputingthe former know 
ledge Herhad of hee to be a meere 
1gnorances in reſpe& of the great- 
neſle of the reueclation he _— 
of thee; laid: Ard [ knew him not. 
O moſtexcet!lentiman for {anctitie, 
forechoyſen to bchold'that moſt fin» 
gular ' and higheſt Miſterie of the 
Bleſſed Trinitic ; w hoſe life and 
death, baptiſme and preaching, was 
a moſtrrueteſtimonie of thy coming 


inflesh1-+ | 


24. Let now the moſt bleſſed 
Apoſtle Peter , thy feruent Louer, 
and deuout Confeſlour ofthy Trath 
come m and dcliger his ſenſe how 


we ought to belecuc inthee, all er- 


roncous opinious being layd afide. 
Let him come [ ſay and openly pu- 
blich /his ſenſe: c/o, ſaith he, are 
Chriſt ' the ſoune. of God. Q truly 
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Apoſtolicall confeſſion whieh flesh 
and: blond ncuer taught, bur was 
xeucaled rothat ſonne of a doue from 
heaucn. And thence for the conſtans 
cite of his faith he mcrited to be ſtiled 
botly Pcter and ( Petra a Rockez 
becauſe abandoning all other thin- 
es headheared to thee,as to a firme 
Rocke. If any admire to ſcea rude 
fishereman become the Prince of the 
Apoſtles: let him no lefle wonder to 
ſce Moyles the'Leader of the people 
and Dauid Kinge, who were former- 
ly poore shiphcardes. He therefor 
who rayſcd Dauid to the highthof 
a Prophcte, and made Dawid of a 
Shiphearde a Kinge, he alſo pro- 
moted $. Peter to the dignitic of a 
Prince fiom the abiett condition of 
2 fisherman.' Lec S. Paulec alſo the 
Maſter of the Gentiles, Doctor of 
the world, vcficll of Election, and 
light. of the vniuerſall Church, 
come out to giue tcftimonic of thee': 
phen ,(aith he, the falnefſe of the 


” 
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tyme came, Go ſent hu ſonne made 
of 4 101wan, made vnder the law, 
that be might redeeme them that 
were under the laty , that we might 
receine the (adoption of fonnes. T his 
is tha moſt,glorious Pauletov ham 
thou didft-fpcakeout of theeloudes; 
1.4n leſww of Newareth whom thai 
doſt. perſe cute. This was he whom 
thau medeſt a Preacherofa Perſc. 
cutour, and ofa Phariftcan Apolile: 
commaziding that the shonld carrie 
out thy name, which formerly he 
did perigcute , through all the 
world, net fraring to publish it to 

ntiles, Kinges ,and' the ſopncs of 
Ifracl, W hocouragioufly executing 
the office of his Apoltle-shippe ,and 
ruging through fandrie;;partcs of 
the world, he ſounded ove the Evan- 
gelicall trumpet, avd the found of 
thy name was dilated to the yerie 
confines of the carth by his glorious 
mouth. For there Þ$.'\now- nor 
Ghucch ij 3ll the ay as t5 

ij 
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nor ſupported by his doCtrine vader 
the Catholike peace. He confoun« 
ded the '[ewes, and powerfully con 
vincedthem by the authoricieof rhe 
holy ſcriptures, afhrming thatthou 
art Chriſt the ſonne of God. He 
conuerted the Gentiles, and shewed 
that Idols were nothing at all. He 
ſubdued the barbarous nations: 
confuted the ' Philoſophers ,- and 
drew all ioyntly co the light of faith, 
This is that divine Paule who being 
rapt vpp into the ſecrectes of the 
third Heauen, learnt the: Goſpell 
which he preached neither of man, 
nor by man, but by thy Reuclation, 
© Chriſt leſus. And therfor hewas 


able to preach-it with more conk - 


dence, and to 'write it with mpre ' 


magnificence;as-indeede. he did. 7t 
3 4 great Mifterie of pictie, ſaith 
he, that was manifeſted in flesbe ; 
Suftifyed 5n the ſpirit , appearing to 
the Angels, preached tothe Gentiles, 
belaened by the world, aſſumpicd 


FE 
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25, Let Andrew alſo j/ Symon 
Peters- brother, that moſt feruent 
louer of-the Crofle, at firſt oneof S. 
lohns Diſciples, but after that a 
follower of thync, and a choyſen 
Apoſtle, ſpeake to this truth ; let 
him, I ſay, giue teſtimonic of thee, 
that we may heare and belecuc him.) 
We found, faith he, Meſſias tho ts 
ealled Chriſt. O {imple and conſtanc 
faith which all Chriſtians ought th 
follow ! For he following thee by 
ſimple faith , he forthwith diſcloſed 
the faith which he had drunke from 
thee the fountaine of Truth, to his 
brother Symon by the deuoute pro 
feſſion of his mouthe. And he, lead 
him, that is to ſay Peter, to leſus. 
For this is indecde to haue found 
thee, when we are carefull of our 
brothers ſalnation, and shew him 


the-way tolife cuerlaſting.Thelewes 


did not ſo when they tempred thee, 
ſaying: If thou beeſt Chriſt tell ys 
C iii) 
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plancly : Woe be to you Scribesand 
Pharifics who neither gaue credit 
to his words nor wonders, Andrew 
an valettered man hauing bur once 
heard Chriſt ſpcake , preſently 
followed and beleeued him. You 
knowing both the Law and Prophe- 
tes, yea further having heard truth 
from Chriſts owne mouth , and ſce- 
ving withall his fignes and wonders 
which none bur - ever did, yet 
you Kagan vos not. And therfor 
are lyable to a greater wdge- 
cons , and the Pal. ics of 
the faithfull shall iudge you togei- 
ther with thoſe that (aid : there 1s 
no God, and they are but fooles that 
ſeruc him. 

2.6. Letthat beloued Apoſtle Iohn 
who lay vponthy breaſt ac the Laſt 
ſupper, © Lord Icſus, ſpeakeamong 
thereft: /- the begrning ſaith he was 


the Word and the Word was with 


God, and God was the Word. And 
8 litle aſter; «nd the Word was 


I 
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made: flech and diyeltin vs: ana; we 
. ſaw hb glorie , glorit, a itr were 
wf the oncly begotten of the Faber, 
fullof grace and Truth. This is that 
Diſcipte' who gaue. toſtimonic of 
theſe, and wrotethele thinges, and 
we know his teſtimonies truc. Buc 
© moſt (weete Tohn what 4s theicauſe 
of this Euangelicall deſcription ? 
And theſe thinges are written that 
gow Should beleene that leſis' s 
Chriſt the. ſanne 'of God: and thas 
heleening you may haue life . iv: hs 
»ame. This is :lohn whom Peter 
often tooke for his companion, auf 
aclifted the Princes and Magiſtrates 
with an equall conftancic. Who 
alſo, held not his peace though he 
vas beaten by them, but for thy 
bleſſed name, © Ieſus, he endured 
contumelics and blowes wirh joy, 
Andthen being (ent by the Apofiles 
wich Peter he went withall prom- 
pricude to Samaria and praycd and 


pbteyned that the faichfull might 
Cy 
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receine the:holy Ghoſt..Thisisthe 


Diuine Iohn »the moſt, cleare- be- 


holder and Reporter of the higheſt 


Trinitie; 'the Pillar: ofthe Primi- 
tive Church, the: Gonernour and 
Apoſtle of: all | Alia : who being 
druen  'into:'banishmenr for. the 
word of God; and theteſtimoniec of 
Icſus , he there wrote the booke of 
the Apocalips all foll ofdiuine Re- 
uclations: and he makes good both 
in the begining and in the end of the 
fame, that his prophericall ſpirit 
is 2a 'tctimonie of Icſus. He inter- 
laces moſt admirable teſtimonies of 
the Incarnation all oner his Epiſtles 
which.-are inflamed with: divine 
Charitie, ſaying : enery ſpirit that 
confeſſeth thar leſus Chriſt is come 
in fleche ,is of God: and excry ſpiret 
that looſeth Te ſus , is not of God, 
27. Let vs alſo heare the weftimes» 
nic of Philippe, who finding Na- 
thanael ſaid vnto him : We haze 


found Jeſt the ſonne of Toſiph of 


Sac - #£U ; 
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Nazareth of whom Moyſes in the 
law, andthe Propheres wrote, Foro 
thou didſt yet ſuffer thy ſelfe to be 
called and eſteemed by many, be- 
fore thou didſt reueale thy iclfe to 
the world. But in yery deede thou 
art not the ſonne of lolcph, bur a 
ſonne of an the immaculate child - 
birth of tho perpetually V. Maric, 
of . whom thou were conceiued 
by the worke of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and begotten without any ſpott of 
finne. Mathanael a true Iſraclite 
in v hom there is no guile beares a 
higher teſtimonie to this truth, 
and ſaith: Rabbi thou art the ſonne 
of God, thou art tle king of [ſrael. 
If the teſtimonie of a Lawgiuer be 
delired, loe Nicodemus Prince of 
the Iewes, ſaying : Rabbs ive kyow 
thou comeſt from God, Maſter , for 
none can doe the ſignes which thos 
doſt, unleſſe God be with him, Con- 
ſider now diligently © yee Icwes, 
and ſec, what a __ of witnellas 

V) 
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Chriſt hath, whom yet youfcared 
not to deney. If you wish for more 
witneſles, the theifes faith, and 
Centurions Confeſlion confounds 
you both by their acknowledging 
Chriſt : that, hanging vpon the 
Croſlc; this, gining vp the ghoſt 
with a great crye, and laid: eraly 
this man was the ſore of God, Your 
obieftion was therfor falſe, which 
you made againft Chriſt, faying: 
Thou gineſt teſtimonic of thy ſelfe, 
thy teſtimonie ts not true. For you 
ſee that Chriſt wants not witneſles 
neither in the old, nor new Teſta- 
ment, if you would admitt them, 
But becauſe you haue no charitie 
in you, neithcr doth the word of 
God -remayne in you, and therfor 
no authoritie is prevalent with you, 

But what haue I to doe with the 
Tewes ? what hath the infidell co- 

mon' with the faithfufl2 truly no 

more then is betweene light and 
darknefle, Yet while their errour 
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is :comunced 'to be cuident , our 
faich-is more and more fortificd in 
thee © Lord Iefus. Their footish 
interrogatone ſeruecs vs for a care ar. 
But thy {xceteſt anſwere doth 
much more profit for our truc in- 
Kkruction and doctrine. For thou 
{aydft to them: / amehe light of the 
world, who followes me watkes not 
i, darkneſſe , but sball hane the lig/t 
of life. Willingly dos I heare the 
Prophetes ſpeaking of thee , bur 
the word which iſſues from thyne 
owne mouth fpeakes much more 
{weetnelles to me. Gratefull is the 
teftimonie of the Prophetes to me, 
but the reſtimonie gituen by thy 
felkg is farre more gratefull : for if 
the"teltimome of man be admured 
of, thy teſtimonie is yet greater, be- 
cauſe thou art truth which deceiues 
not: and wiſdome which knowes 
all, yer to ftrengthen our weaknes 
thou didſt adde Prophetes too, 
having otherwiſe noe necde ofrhers 
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as to thyſclfe. For as thou ſaydſt to 
one : this voyce came not for me; 
but for-you.: I reioyce..therfor , © 
moſt dearely- {weete Ieſus, in all 
that the Prophetcs ſaid +I cxulc 


with ioy inall choſerhinges that the | 
Apoftles and Euangeliſts deliuercd - 


ynto. vs: all wholc faith was bur one 
and the ſame, they had butall one 


ſpirit, one ſenſc, and all of them. 


admirably accorded togeither for 
the holy Ghoſt in very deede reple- 
nished all their hartes, and made 
them capable of all myſteries paſt 
and to come. .W hich when Ss 
reade or heare 1 imbrace with an 
intire and 'abſolute belcife, and 1 
am therby inflamed in thy loue, 
though otherwiſe a poore and"mi- 
ſerable ſinncr.. The Prophetes Pre- 
ditions /, viſions, and. heauenly 
ſpeeches -are all for my vſeand ſer- 
uice., 'The Euangelicall writinges 
are my aduantages, as alſo thy Diſ- 
ciples corporall ſ{ecing, hearing and 
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touching of 'thee while" thoy:'.con- 
uerfed-with thee, They that-were | 
worthy toſcerhee ſaw forme, 'They 
that were to-announce thy truthes 
heard for me, and they that wereto - 
cdfirme me infaith touched for me. 
28. In-ſequall of: the -former, 
the» moſt ' glorious Martyres: gauc 
vp a moſt. powrefult- teſtimonie 
concerning thee, For-they-gaue it 
not onely-by the confeſſion oftheir 
mouthe, bur euen by the effufion of 
rheir -pretious -bloud. Nor could 
either the violEce of their torments, . 
or the {weerneſle of allurements bias. 
them: any: whitte from their faith, 
Sainte Stephen the firſt Martyre 
pines this teſtimonie : BeVold'l ſex 
the heauens. open, and the ſonne of 
man ſtanding'at the right hand of 
Gods poryer. Blelfod Laurence mn the 
midſt of his tormences ſpoke theſe 
words: O Lord Jeſu Chrift , God of 
God, have mercy ou methy ſeruant 
becauſe bring accuſed 1 aenyed net 
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boly wame:; being queſtients 4 gen- 
ry ron to be ps Bleſſed Vew- 
cenſius 3 Levite and magnanimous 
Mattire, though his body was 
throwen along ypon the ground, 
yet fayled he not in courrage , 
crycd out with a vigourous vayce : 
This is the glorie of a Chriſtian name. 
T the ſernant of Chriſt , ſtand prepa- 
red for all thinges, Saint Ignatius 
the Diſciple of {aint Iohn, being 
beaten with Icaden roddes;, tornc 
with whippes, and throwne wpon 
the burning coles, gaue agreate te- 
ſtimonic of faith, and convinced by 
his feruent anſwere, that louc as 
ſrong as death, burnt vp his hart; 
faying: Nor can burnimg' fire , nor 
ſcalding water entingnish the fire of 
eharitie which flames in my hare. O 
wonderfull Martyre ! whoſe con- 
ſancic touched Traiane the: Empe- 
rour with aſtonishment, ſaying: wh 
ofthe grecians did cuer ſuffer ſuch 
torments for his Godz O inhow 
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greate- yencration ought he to be 
with vs, who was ncucr heard, & 
Lord ic{us, to have flinched from 
inuokeing thy moſt swecete namet 
Who being demanded toucning it 
faid : [are 8:45 .name printed in my 
harte, and thence it is that F .caw 
nener ceaſe from calling wpon it 
W hich hart of his being afcerwards 
pulled out of his body, andcurt mn 
the mideſt, it was found to | haue 
Izszs vsCunrisrT written in-it 
in letters of gold, O (weete Ieſus 
how amiable and dclightfull is thy 
name in the hartes of thy Loucrs? 
And what greatnecde hane 1 fre- 
quently co inuoke that mellifluous 
name of thyne, I who am amidſt the 
multitudes of ſundrie temptations? 
Vouchſafecherfor, $6 Lord lcſus; to 
ingraue thy moſt delicious nameas 
a | pans Memorial! in the midſt 
of my hart, and inflame ic with: ſo 
ardent zeale of Charicie, that nci- 


ther ioyfull nor ſorowfull thinges 
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may- beecuer: able to ſeparate me 
fromthy louc. 

29, The venerable Confeſfours 
and-Doctours , as. well by. their do+ 
Qrine as famous aCtions afford thee 
many laudable tcftimonies.. For 
theſe. are: they who placed themlel- 
ucs as a wall for the Church; and 
lowdly crycd out againſt all here- 
ticall impoſtures. Amongſt. theſe 
15 that glorious pricſt Hicrome, the 
famous 'Dof@our: Ambroſe ,: the 
moſt blcfled Prelate. Auguſtine, the 
ſv:cerelt Pope Gregoric, venerable 
Bede ,_ devouteſk Bernarde, and 
others the like; men ofgreatname 
and fame : Couragious in their 
workes, eloquent in their wordes; 
Catholike in faith, riche in know+ 
ledge, edifying themſelues and ma- 
ny more, and leauing behind thom 
a worthy memorie of diuine erudi- 
tion to poſteritie. For, in the firſt 
place, thas glorious Father Hie- 
rome, when he receiued the holy 
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Communion before his death, ſa1d: 
thou art he, who being God alone 
before tyme, yet-r as begotten of the 
Father without begining by aneter- 
zall generation which can nexcrbe 


found. out: thou, 1 ſay being made 


madidſt shntt vpthy felfe with in the 
narrow dimenſios,of t' e ſacred wons- 
be of one poore mayde, that is, the glo- 
rious Virgine Marie, So tiat tiow 
didſk take man wpon thee. in the 
wombe of a Virgine, whoartneiti er 
God without man, norman wit out 
God. Thou certes art the life by 
which all creatures hue, and withour 
which they dyc. Thou artaliuing, 
delightfull , {weete and amiable lite, 
The -ſweetneſle of thy odour doth 
recreate the ſickeand imfirme,.and 
the:taſte of thee makes them health: 
full - and ftronge. Ambroſe 'thar 
Melodious Oratour , ſaith : O- the 
wouderfull dignation of thy pietie 
towards ys! O theineſtrmable Loye 
of : thy. charitie © To redeeme 4; ſer 
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uant,thoudeliueredft a ſonne. The 
moſt learned of the Do@ours An-+ 
guſtine ſaith: Tie ſoune of God 


our Creatour aud Redeemonur, be. 


became the ſoune of man inthe end, 
was before all Ages, of Ages, that 
he w/ohad created ws by tie power 


| of tus Diginitie to 5 7 tC Ede 


ritwde of an enerlaſting life, he 
Should redeeme vs by the frayletie of 
Onr i HManitie , to recouer agaime 
the life wyhico we | ad loſt This 
5s Auguſtine * that higheſt Cons 
templatour , whole hart was io 
wounded with the louc of Chriſt, 
that he caricd his words about with 
him as (o many charpe arrowcs. 
Who in the begining of his conucr- 
fon could not be ſaciared with the 
ineſtimable delight of confiderari 


the highneſle of che diuinecounſ; 


in point of mans ſaluation. Wher- 
vpon being inflamed withan ardene 
delirce of knowing the Dietie-which 
he ſought-abonc himſcife for the 
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ynchangeable truch , he” burſt out 
into this kind of exultation. O 
eternall Truth ;. and true Charitie, 
and deare eternitie\ Thou art m 
God; 1 fieb after thee day and mght, 
The moſt cxecllent Pope faint Gre- 
goric, ſayth : Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
made man, being the Mediatour 
betwixs Ged and 1an came among 
mMenin ſmplicitie to afford men an 
example of life : 16 came in inſtice 
that badd ſpirites might not be ſpa- 
red: in the feare of God, that pride 
might be ſubdued : Innocent and 
flymg emill ,that uncleaneſſe of life 
might be deretted in i 'Eld. The 
fame againe. 8101 great « the mere 
of our Maker, V ve are yot wort 
\fernants, and we are called Friends, 
The oney\ begotten |ſonne of God, 
faith Origenc, who was ineffably 
borne of the fatier onely, before all 
Ages, now towards the worlds end, 
comes amongſt men in abumanebod 
by the will of the Father, andthe cov- 
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peration of the holy ghoſte, God ſeting, 
faith 1{1dorus, that the world would 
wot be correfled by -admonition , ke 
ſent his ſonne to-take flesh wpon him, 
ro appeare tomen, and to cure ſinners 
Pope Leo: the ſonne of God enters 
into this baſe world , deſcending 
from his /cauenly Manſon, and yet 
not departing from bis Fatheys glorie, 
and i borne after a nery manaer by 
a ner watiuitie, By'a new manner; 
becauſe being inuifible of his owne 
nature, he becomes viſible in ours. 
Being incomprehenſible he would 
be comprehended : being before 
tyme , he: would begin: to beet in 
tyme. The Sauionr of the world, 
ſaith theBishoppeMaximns,rooke #& 
tyme to be borne-of a mother, wo had 
»0 tyme to he born of a his Father. 
The inhabitanto f the Heanens came 
to the earih to call ayyay the inhabi- 
tants of the earth to Heanen, The 
word u made flesb., not that" God 
thould. be turned or '\enacnaied. 
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into man, but that man might be 


glorifyed into God. Fulgentius the 
Bishope. Chriſt the ſonne of | God 
true God of trne God, and one God 

nature with bis Father, he al- 
wayes of ' imſelfe feedes the Angells, 


yet did not the ſanne of Godtake the 


natureof Angells ypon him. Yet that 
God mig .: commend his Charitie in 
us , his ſonne tooke our nature vpon 
h:m of vs: that God onely begotren, 


who is the breade of Angells rooke 


ioyntly ypon him both the ſoule 
and body. of man, that he mighc 
alſo become the bregd of man. He 
rooke both of them true, borh holy, 
both vnſpotred. He receiued our 
ſoule wichour iniquitic : our fleshe 
with mortalitie, that dying accor- 
ding to 4t , he might ſubdue death. 
He receiued our ſoulc iuſt , that he 
might therby reſtore iuftice toour 
ſoules. Chryſoſtome. Chriſt 
came to take our infirmities vpen 
him, that he might conferre bis powen 
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vp Vs. To ſecke humane, and 
worke ditive things: to YECErHe 119 
inries, and render drgnities, toſuffer 
wounds, and retarne cares. He (uf- 
fered (ſuch neceſlities , that by hu- 
manc actions he might be conuin- 
ced to be true man. Bede: The word 
is made feshe, thatis, God is made 
man, and droelt in ws, that by 
wearing 4 garment of our one 
flech and bloud, his connerſation 
mighr be agreeable to vs, his wordes 
might be fitt to inftruft vs, bu 
life, he luuing with ws, to afford vs 
life ; in @ wore, thas he _ fighe 
againſt our enemye, and by b11death 
and reſurrettion, deſtroye our death, 

Bernarde. The onely hegotitof God, 

the ſunne of Iuſtice, is eretted like a 

huge and excellently bright taper to 
enlighten the obſcure priſon of this 

tvorld, ro the end that all that deſire 

to be enlightened, may draw neere 

and ionne themſelnes to bins, that 

wothing maybe interpoſedbetweene 

them. 
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them. Againe: am of opinion, 
that the cauſe why the inxifeble God 
world be ſeenc in earth, and conuerſe 
with men, was, that he might firſt 
araw all the affe tions of carnall men 
who lowed onely carnally, tothe whol- 
ſome lone of bus flech, and ſo by de- 
grees winne them to his ſpirituall 
{oxe. 

30, Marie and Martha the ſiſters 
of Lazarus doe among the reſt ab- 
ford a | famous teſtimonie of thee, 


- who adhecared: ynto thee with a {in- 


gular deuotion, whilſt thou waſt 
conuerſant in flesh here below. T his 
3s that deuouteſt Marie the washer 
of thy-feete,, who made not choyce 
of comon water, bur of thetcarcs of 
her contrite hart to performe the 
worke, and had her extended trefles 
of haire readie co wipe them ,: her 
lipps to kiſſe them; and her hands 
and-.armes to annoynt. them.. To 
witt she turnes all to, pietic, what 
ever she had formerly \ppioyes in 
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wordly vanitie, O the bleſſed con- 
trition of this woman, which is 
forth-with attended with the remw(- 
fion of all her finnes, For she thar 
came 1n anxietie and trouble, gors 
backe in peace free from all diſ- 
quiete. Shewas more iuſte then the 
Phariſee , more fahthfall then Si- 
mon the Leaper, becauſe he doubrs, 
$she belecues:he pgeprehe&ds, sheado- 
res and loues. tic makes ashew of 
isgned ivſtice, - 8hco' (truly. shewes 
humilitic cuery where, This 4s thy 
moſt dearly familiar. friend,, who 
after many good offices of humanitic 
deſerued to be: made the fixſt Wit - 
nefſe and meilinger- of chy rcſurre- 
tis-Antherfiſter Martha too,buſk- 
ty imploye@ in her frequer labours, 
iues thee'a teſtimonic of perfect 
Faith, 7 b+lcewe, ſaith he, that. thow 
art Oh »iſt: the ſonne of God mho-camſ#- 
ito this world, This is thy belowed 
Hoſteſle who ſo often intertayned!' 
thee corporally in-her houſe 'with 
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ſo much honour, and yet prepared 
thee a more gratcfull atode in the 
houſe of her hart, wherereioycing 
Faith, Hope and charitie (piritual- 
ly lodged thce. So thar a certaine 
woman of the companic emulating 
her perfect faith , cryed out with a 
lowde voyce, ſaying : Bleſſed bethe 
tvombe ibich bore thee, and the 
breaſtes which gaun thee ſucke. It 
is euident that this was a woman of 
great faith and deuotion , who con + 
tclled the Myſterie of thy Incarna- 
tion with ſo much finceritie, white 
the Scribes and Phariſces blaſphea- 
med thee. | 

3', The facred Virgines alſo, 
whoſe ſponſe and confortour thou 
pleaſedſt to be, gaue reſtimonie '6f 
thee. Bleſſed Agatha a free-borne 
Virgine, and a perſon of eminent 
extraCtion, ſaith : Ay hare # eſta-: 
bliched and grounded in Chriſt, This 
is she who for thy names ſake went 
to Priſon with ioy and tubilic. This 
D ij 
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is She who after she was tortured 
and had her breaſtes cutt of, ſought 
for no carthy remedie: but haze, 
ſaith She, my Savionr Ieſiu Chriſt 
who cares all thinges with a word. 
T he denoute Virgine Lucie, prepa- 
ring a pleaſing Manſton for thee by 
her Virginitic, $hewed the great 
ſtrength of her faith, ſaying : 1 haze 
ſacrifyced to'the lining God for the 
ſpace of three yeares, but wantin 

Hory wher withahl, I will ſacrifice my 
ſelfe to Goda linting hoſte, and being 
throwne into the fire, she repreſled 
the force of it, ſaying: [hae beggeaof 
my Lord Jeſu Chriſt, that fire chould 
haxe noe power oxer me, The moſt 
bleſſed. Virgine Agnes, thy choyce 
and beloued {poulc doth yeald thee 
ſo cuident a tcſtimonie, thart all she 
ſaid may ſeeme to have bene nota 
humane , but euecn a' divine oracle, 
What this noble tender young girle 
pronounced of faith and chaſtitie; 
and of the loue and beautic of her 
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fpouſe , outtripps her ſexe ane age. 
T lone Chriſt , (aich she, into whoſe 
bed-chamber Thaue entred; whoſe 
mother is a Virgine , whoſe father 
knowes no woman, For him alone 
conſerue my fait) , to him ] commitr 
wy ſelfe with th: whole demotion of 
my hart, w/ om the Angels ſerne, 
whoſe beautre the ſunne and Moone 
admire. And shegloricd , as indee- 
de worthily She might, ſaying : 21y 
Saxionr I[eſws Chriſt eſponſed me 
with his ringe , and! onored me yith 
a crowne as his ſpouſe. Ceciliea molt 
noble Virgine, bearing the u ords 
of the Goſpell about with her m 
her hart; and deſireing to pleaſe 
thee alone, she gaue her mynd to 
no pleaſure nor yanitie, bur being 
wholy addiQted to faſting and 
prayer, She {unge in her hart; Lee 
my hart andtbody remayne ſpotleſſe 
that ] may nov be confounded, And 
being queſtioned about faith , she 
.an{yerced with much couſtancie; We 
D i1j 
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knowing his holy name, are not alle 
todexy it.Thelikedid thereſt of the 
ſacred V irgines, Catharine, Barbara, 
Vriula, and Chriſtine, perſiſting 
conſtant in thy faich ; feruent inthy 
loue, treading fleshly allurements 
vnder their feete, imbraccing An- 
gelicall puritie, they ouer rinc their 
fexe in this world, and gayned 
eternall renownein Hcauecn. 
32.The very elements which thou 
didſt make,giue teſtimonic of thee. 
And fitt it was that euen ynrcaſona- 
ble creatures too should know their 
Creatour, and that they should de- 
clare him by wonderfull ſignes, 
whom they could not denounce by 
wordes. For all creatures were bonnd 
to afford thee (cruice, as to their 
Creatour. And therfor when they 
payd thee the tribute of ſome new 
and yn1ccuſtomed ſeruice , doubrt- 
leſfely chey $hewed by effects that 
they kne'v theeto be their Lord and 
Maſter, The Hcauens made that 
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ack howlcdgmenrofthy being their 
Lord whenthey preſently lent a ſtar- 
re to point eut thy Natiuitie. The 
like did the Earth, w hen ic reſtored 
Lazarus bcing foure dayes deade at 
the hearing of thy crye. Asalſo 
when it was moued and quaked 1m 
the tyme of thy Paſſion. The ſea 
acknowledged the ſame, when itaf- 
fordcd a {olide way to thy feete, and 
shewed Peter thy Apoſtle a paſlablc 
way vnto thee, The avre acknow- 
ledged it, when vpon thy comman- 
de it inſtantly. became! calme, The 
ſynne allo acknowledged. it, ſince 
in-the tyme of chy paſſion it with- 
drew its light, leaſt it might hane 
{cence him dye, whom it knew 40 bg 
the maker of its beautie; Therockes 
and ſtones ſeemed ſenſible of ir, ſich 
at the ſame houre they ſplitt with 

mpaſſion. The cloudes acknow+ 
ledged it becauſe-they received thee 
aſcending vp into them. When all 
theſe Elements then proclame that 
D iii) 


73 4 


80 — Sermons 

their God, and Lord is come in 
fleshe, doe not thon, © man, whoart 
a reaſonable creature ſtand doubt- 
full, or proue flow to confeſle the 
Miſterze of- Chriſts Incarnation, 
which was cheifly done for thy ſal- 
uation , being replenmished with 
heauenly wonders , throughly con- 
hrmcd by teſtimonies of Script ares, 
leaſt chonappeareſt lefle ſenſible then 
ſenſelefſe creatures;and more ſtupide 
then brute beaſtezs. ' As our Lord 
thunders' out by the voyce of Lfaye 
againſt the [ewish infadelitie. The 
exe knew his poſſeſſour , and the aſſe 
his Maſters ſtable , and: Iſraelkne ww 
me net, my people vnderſtoode not. 
But'not to/paſle meaſure 'in this 
ſearch; be infinite thankes and pray- 
ferothced Lord Iefns: and'in thy 
name let enery knee bowe of celcſ- 
ſtialls, rerreſtialls and infernalls,and 
let euzry tongue confelle: that thou 
art inthegloric of God'the Father. 
Amen, 
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THE SECOND.:.: 


SERMON OR 
MEDITATION. 


Of the fernent deſire of the Pro- 
phetes , and a denoute prepara* 
tion againit the coming. of 


AM EHOLD the ae. 
&- fired of all wations 
SD will come.  Atten- 

ENS de and. giue care al 
you that are faithfull and: deuou- 
te, what the bookes of the Prophe» 
tes deliuer concerning Ieſus - fort 
is bur fitting that now in this holy 


tyme of Adnent we makea ſpecial 


reflcA&ion of the PE of 4lie. 
V 
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Incarnation. of Ielus Chriſt, For 
therfor arc the bookes of the holy 


| Propheres touching Chriſt dayly 


reade to vs, that thewhole affc tions 
of qur. hartes-may morc and more 
be inflamed with the loue of :the 
' Word [ncarvate vpan the hearing 
of the predictions of our ancient 
Predeceſlours. O with what an 
ardent defire did the holy Patriar- 
Kes and -Prophetes burne of old 
| vpon. the onely fature promeſſe 
therof! It werea huge shame for vs, 
if we were lefle inflamed. vpon his 
very preſence im flesh ; ſtnee their 
hartes (oi burnt. yponthe onely me- 
moriethat the Word was to become 
ficsh.'. Abraham the father of al the 
Eanchfull-did exulte that he might 
ſee: Chriſt , whom the foreſaw in 
Spirit was ta{pring from his ſtacke. 
And he rcioyccd wihone litle oy, 
through the furc hope he had con- 
teinns rhat:Chriſtshoul be barne. 
The” like- 4djd: 'many ather old 
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-$x#intes, ofcen; breathing after him 
whom they foreſaw in ſpirit, deft- 
ring that ſo great a Miſterie might 


the looner beaceomplished,, which 


'we ſee alreadic-accamplished. in 


verie dcede, Which our Saviour 
manifcſtly shewed , when being 
preſent in flesh he ſaid. vnts; his 
Apoſiles. Many kinges avd Proph- 
tes would hane ſeen ;, what you 
hawe ſeene , and {aw it war, 

2, He (cemes then to beare but a 
litle loue to Chriſt, who thinkes 
not ouer and oucr againe in his hart 
how divine a muſterie this is, and 
how great a benefit is conferred 
vpon man in this,that Chriſt would 
daigne ito be jincarnated. Howbeit 


our pious Lord: is accuſtomed wil- 


lingly to beſtow the grace of deuo- 
tion on thoſe that mcditate vpon 


him, who came into this world to 


beſtow bis bleſſings. Towizt Chriſt 
wncuer without yndtion , nor doth 
the thanghccs of Icſus paſle withour 
D y} 
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ſweetneſle and deare- delight. Nor 
ought we to doubt but that many, 
ms ifull, and delicious matters of 

oly meditations occurre to ftu- 
dious ſoules which arc hidde and 
remoued'from the ſlouthfull and ne- 

liger. Becauſethey arc not worthy 
to ynderſtand Chrifts miſterics,who- 
doc not ſeeke them with humilirie 
and deſire. Whenee he himſelfe 
faith to his Diſciples.It is giuen to 
you to know the miſterie of the 
kingdome of Heauen, but to the 
reſt in parables. | r 

3. Bur the loue of Ieſus doth 
powerfully draw his louers, torumi- 
nate and relish the melliftuous 
words which doe flowe from his 
mouth, and to ponder his divine 
workes which he atchiucd in flesh; 
fufficiently to conſider which, al 
moments and tymes are not ſufft- 
cient, For it is familiar with ſuch 
perſons to haue recourſe to their 


molt deare friend and Comfortour 


; Abs 4; : 4 
- 


or Meditations. 
teſus in all their' occaſions and nc-. 
ceſlities, Becauſc he is the fountaine 
ofall graces and vertues, who is able 
with one onely-word or becke to re- 
forme all diſorders. They receive 
conlolations from him by diuers 
meanes , and they often meritc mar- 
nellous illuminations of mynde, 
who betake themlelues to him with 
fuch deuotion- and humilitic, And 
byhow much more intimately they 
conuecrt themſclues. to him ,. they 
meete. with more high exceſſes of 
mynde by his heauenly vifitations, 
Greate endeauour therfor ought to 
be vicd in theſe holy tymes,. and 
alwayes. ſome: holy thinge is to be 
had in mynde of the law and:Pro- 
ohvnd; of the anciet Fathers ardeme- 
delires, ofthe depth of heauen]y M- 
ſeries, of the reuclation of future 
thinges : but yet much more of the 
SP of all the Promi- 
$. 
4. We ought alſo: frequently-and: 
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inſtantly toprey, that our affcGions 
may be inwardly drawen to Chris, 
and that the. intelligence of ſpiri- 
ruall chinges may be opened: to. vs 
withthe- Propheces. For fo itis chat 
we may makeprogreſlc inthe know- 
ledge ofthe {onof God, and (till fur- 
ther increa(c 1n his vertues, who for 
our ſaluation daigned to become 
man, O my ſoule what excuſe canſt 
thou pretend, if thou be'ſt found ne- 
gligent in the conſideration of ſuch 
multitudes ofgraces? Vyhat , 1 lay, 
wilſtthou beableto anſwerto Chrift 
 antheryme to come, if thou art nat 
gratcfuli for ſo many benefits, wher- 
with thou wert bleſſed with prefe- 
rence before {0 many Nattons and 
rongues, For how many were they, 
who neuer knew Chriſt, or cuer 
heard af him 2 how many alſo who 
contemned him and would not be-+ 
lceuc in him > Wheras to thee 15 
. was granted not onely to heare and 
belceue, but cucy to rrade and yn- 
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derſtand the things which were 
written and foretold of Chrift. Be 
therfor gratefull ro God for the ex- 
hibiton of {o-greate benefits, and be 
ſtudious inthe conlideration of the 
dwuine workes, For what cucr is 
written or {unge of Chriſt, is all 
replenished with - ſpirit and trutb, 
and 15 brime fullof loue and }matter 
$weete delight. There wantes noe 
of exercifing deuotion,, nor tyme 
of holy Meditation. 

5. Beokes alſo arcopen, and the 
{crmoncs of Saintes are multiplyed, 
and all rhinges well ordcred * our 
forcfathers in point of performance 
of thedinine office, How canſt thou 
then. ſay I -hane no abilitiefor holy 
Meditation , where ſo many thingcs 
are preparcd for the conſolation of 
all x i Einbfall ? This winter tymc 
withall is ycrie fit tocxerciſe dcuvo- 
tion in, and. $0 poſſeſle ynitie; with 
our Lord. For though it be cold 
indeede, yet cannot the fircof inter- 
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nall loue be hindered or 'extin- 
uished, Yea the nightes too, 
which are longer then ordinarie, 
afford a greater (cope'to pray and 
-lange and theverie chiarpactle of the 
winter $hewres, the' force of the 
windes, and the bitterneſle of the 
weather , depriue ys of the opportu- 
nitic of gadding abrode., And euen 
all chinges conſpire togeither to ſay: 
lex enery one keepe at home, and 
occupie himſelfe with Iefus'day and 
night. Let none ſtirre out of the 
dore of his tabernacle, for the tyme 
z2ermitts it not ; but let him: kee 


the ſaboth: ofhis ſoule, and let him 


prepare, in his hart, a moſt beau-_ 


tifall Janſon for our Lord. For 
by how much our exteriour ſenſes 
are morerrecolleCted and vnited; by 
fo much the ſpirit within is. more 
at libertie, and:more powerfull to 
contemplate diuine miſteries. And 
now nothing ſeemes tobe wanting 
ue the grace-and. yertue of the 


, 
y 
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holy Ghoft, without which our 
life -is fruitleſle, and mans diligence 
falls farre short. Which if it be pre- 
ſent, it ſpeedily tranſports vs te | 
ſupernall things, and that fufhces | 
the Loucr , though he be otherwiſe 
ignorant and ynlettcred. Y cacuen te 
thoſethat are learned too, the aſlt- 
ſtace ofthe ſpirit is neccſlarie totrue 
vnderſtanding: for without. the ſpi- 
rit [carning is yoydeof eff-&,and all 
our-prayers want guſte and (auour. 

-6. Vſe therfor a greater meaſure 
of. dcuotion in this holy tyme of 
Chriſts coming, but eſpecially from 
the day when the Church begins 


to finge & /apiextia, in the feaſt of 


| the holy" Virgine Lucie, Then 


ought the hart-/and ſoule more affe- 
@ionatly to bc rayſcd vp to Chriſt, 
for he it is whoſe —_— our holy 


mother the Church defires: For 


this exclamation of the holy Pro- 


phetes, inlinuates - their infinice 


great deſire, as alſo the ardent loue 
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of any. affe&ionate ſoule-deſireing, 


Chriſts coming ; laying, as it were 
in her deuoute prayers: © my maſt 
dearely good Icſus, the truce and 
eternall wiſdome of the Father, who 
did{t wonderfully create vs, come, 
and fauc'vs fallen ſoules by a way 
yct morc wonderfull , according to 
thy admirable diſpoſition. Cometo 
vifite vsn the priſon of the fleshy 
thou that art borne without the 
contagionof the flesh:that thy Ele 
may befreed , who, are. oppreficd 
with the waight of their finnes, and 
grecuouſly afflicted with the hor» 
rour of death. Come to cnlighten 
the worlds darknile , and purge 
the endarkened \confriences, that 
the chaynes of their finnes being 
| broken, they may reioycein thy 
mercy , and being rayſed vp by thy 
grace, they may. be ſolaced withithe 
hope of erernall bloſſinges by shee 
0 Ieſfus Chriſt the true light ofche 
ſoule , begotten. of the father fron 


all cternitice. Amen. 
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SEYEECEISELES 


THE THIRD SERMON 


Of the going out to meete, and 
the entertaynement of the 
Kinge of Heauen, 


Exoere AT 3 yer daughters of 
vx : Sion ; {"hola thy mylde 
-& K rnge comes to thee. 
x F/:\ God in old ty me ſpea- 
king to the Patriarckes 


_ and Prophetes, ſent many witneſles 


before him of his incarnation ; aud 
now he denounceth thetyme of his 
coming to. every faithfull ſonle, 
almolt in the ſame words. Denoun- 
ce, quoth he, 6 yee daughters of 
Sion, you. that are ſpiricuall,, and 
haue the ſpirit of Prophecie: or you 
that haue-readethe Prophetes , and 
know the ſcriptures, denounce, I 
ſay, tothe expeRing ſoule, and to 
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her who ardently defires my co- 
ming, that she would open the eyes 


of her faith , and know thatI am 


preſently at hand. For ſuch a ſoule 
1 ſecke as deſires toſce me,and hath 
her thoughtes ſet vp6.me; I cryc our 
to her againe and againe not to wa - 
xc dull through heauines of mynd, 
bur that she should watch, ryſe vp, 
and expect, Let her therfor pray 
and reade my letters, which I ſent 
her from Heaucn, let her be fre- 
quently attentive: tothem, and re- 
create and comfort her (ſclfe in 
them, till I come ; nor ler her deſift 
from praying anddeſireing,for I will 
Shortly come, without delay. I have 
'indeede protraftcd tyme for a long 
ſpace, I would not- preſently come, 
yet hauel (ent many and folemne 
meſlingers before me ; by:them 1 
often Fnified, and announced my 
coming, that-I might ſtirrevpp a 
greater defiro,, and magnihic the toy 
therof. | 
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2. For it is the cuſtome that whea a 
great king is to come any where, he 
isto be recciued with a great defare 
and longing. He therfor who car- 
neſtly deſires: me, $shall hauc more 
ioy in my preſence I being once 
come. But hethar 1s addicted tothe 
world, hath no power todecfire me. 
 Marric he thatcontemnesall wordly 
conſolation, flies diſtraftions, and 
recolle&s himſelfe in his owne hart, 
delireing eternall things, loathing 
things proſent, he, I ſay, carneſtly 
defires to haue the day of my vifi- 
tation., and houre of the coming of 
the Holy of Holyes, and the glorious 
preſence of the King of heauen ad- 
uanced ; ſaying: come o Lord. to 
viſite me in peace, that witha right 
hart I may bc ioyfull inithy preſen- 
ce, Come © the defire of my hart, 
the .light of nyne eyes , and 'my 
Peace. Thou art my hope © expe- 
Quiion of Iſracl. Inthee I haue put 
my truſt, let me net be confaunded 
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ir my expeCtation , becauſe I have 
lifced vp my hart to thee witha fer. 
uent delire, To one that ſo deſires 
me, and cxpeCtes me from day to 
day, quickly will 1 appeare, and 
manifelt my ſelfe vnto him: for I 
am his Lord God who ſpoke to him 
in my Prophetes, and ecuen to this 
houre I. ſpeaketoall, yet more par- 
ticularly to my faithfull friends, 
but ſingularly to him who loucs me 
in a ſpeciall mcaſure aboucthe reſt; 
receiues me more teuerently , with 
a greate deſire to leade me into his: 
hart, And now I amneecreat hand, 
{aith our Lord : now my tyme is 
accomplished, I will no longer de- 
lay.'Ewill - fulfill the word I ſpoke: 
I will ſatisfic- the promiſe I made. I 
will not permit the longing foule 
any more to languish. What she de- 
fired shall be granted; what she wis- 
hed-shall be performed; becauſe I, 
euen I who ſod it, am here-pre- 

{ent. | 


3 Exulte and reioyce © faithfull 
foule becauſe the king is come 
doyne to thee from Heauen. This 
is' Mmdeede thy Lord God , thy 


Creatour, thy Redeemour, ſo long 


expeCtcd, fo ardently defired, and 
noy at length readie ro come. Feare 
not © thou daughter of Sion, behold 
_ thy kinge comes.” Behold the Hea+ 
uens our of which he departs:behold 
the world into which he makes his 
entrie. Behold in His right hand a 
firie. Law.z 10 _þis/left richeſles and 
glorie, Loc Angels and Archangells 
round about him, Bcfore him Pro- 
pheres , necre him Apoſtles, after 
him inhamerable Quiresof laintes, 
Obſerue- /how' great he is :wha 
cfiters whom the -Dominations run 
out to meete, and ail che Powers of 


Heauen attende. See how pions and. 


mylde, he comes; a poore and huna+ 
ble King in - his humamitic ,/ whe 
$hall iudge the yniuerſall world in 
cquitic. Blefled are theeyes which 
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ſee theſe thinges, and conſider the 


wonders of the etcrnall king to their 
owne edification, For they shall not. 
in them diſcouer the pompe of this 
world ,'bur all humlicic, and myld- 
ncfle in the coming of ſo great a 
kinge. Bleſſed be all choſe who haue 
the cycs of a ſpirituall ynderſtan- 
dingjand inthe light of faith behold 
the light of cternall truth, | 
4.T his viſible world indecde is ſee- 
ne with the cycsof flesh,cuen by in» 
fidels and paganstheſclues, Bur this 
inuifibile Creatour of the world 
is ſcene with cyes of the mynd 
by all the faithfull of Chriſt, who 
loue him with their whole ſoules: 
for to belecuc in Chriſt is to-lec him 
in mynd; andardently to loue him 
1s to lay hold on him and enioyec 
him. Sodid the old Patriarckes and 
Prophetes ſec him , who longe be- 
fore his comming forctold and Pro- ' 
phelicd many things of him. Thence 
were the Prophetcs of old called 


Seers 
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feers, becauſe they foreſaw whar 
others knew hot, and were carefull 
to deliver them ouer to the vnlear - 
ned by word of mouth and writinge 
fo we alſo, © my ſoule, ſee Chriſt 
too, we, | ſay, who after the Incarna« 


"tion became Chriſtians : becanſe 


v hat ſocuer we rcade or heard of 
him” we hold ' conitantly in our 
hartes : and all which the Prophe- 
tes truly foretold, and the Apoſtles 
powerfully confirmed , we confefle, 
prayſe and preach. Bleſſed be their 
eyes therfor, whothough they ſaw 
not Chriſt in flesh, yet they faich- 
fully belecue in him, deuoutly vene- 
rate him , chaſtly lone him, and ar- 
dently deſire to receive him. 

- 5. Behold our kinge comes to vs 
from Hcauen, let vs ioyfully run 
out to meete him, and let vs receiue 
him with deuoute imbracements. 
Let the heauecns, that is, high Con- 
templators , recioyce;z and let the 
carth, thatis, the ſimple w ho follow 
E 
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the ave life , cxulte before the 
face of our Lord; becauſe he is 
come, he is come to ſauce ys, and 
to beſtowe himſclte ypon vs. Singe 
prayſc yee motitaines, and DoCtours 
Shewre doune the ſweetnefle of the 
word, and let the hills flow with 
milke and hony, for the ſpirituall 
con(olation of vsall.Letthe trumper 
found in Sion, to call vp all thacr 
fleepe , and let the diſperſed be 
gatherd togeither in. one. Be the 
pulillanimous comforted, be the 
ſorowfull ſolaced ad the imfirme 
ſtrengthened: Let all rhe. world 
meete: togeither , cach one. haſte- | 
ning from his home, becauſe it is 
a greate day in Iſrael, a day holy to 
our. Lord; 1, the feſtiuall day. of 
the Kinge of glor'e is at hand. Re- 
loyce Hieruſalem , and aſlemble 
your ſelues 6 all yee fairthfull who 
loue.Teſus Chriſt the joy ofall that 
loue him : becauſe he comesnot with 
noyſe, nor appcarcs in viſible tate- 
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and pompe3but you shall ge himin - 
tcriourly in the ſpirit of lenitie and 
myldneſle, Letall the people, Tribes 
and tongues th.rfor retoyce,and ma- 
ke oye But thou o dcuous 
te {oule, thou daughter of Sion, 
whoſe whole aymes are turncd ypon 
God alone, thou , 1 ſay , exulte 
more then all the reſt Forit is de- 
nounced to thee by the Prophete 
from our Lord, to thee it 1s ſgnified 
ina {peciall manner,thou art friend- 
ly called by name, to heare, and 
ſee , how he thar comes is qualified; 
behold thy king comes tothee. Be- 
hold thy kinge! nota terreane, nota 
temporall , not a morrtall, but a ccle- 
ſtiall an erernall and immortall Kin- 
ge. Bchold he comes, not to raigne 
ouer the vorld, but with his bloud 
to fave it. Behold thy kinge! not 
the king of the Romanes, or ofthe 
French ; but cuen the kinge of Kin- 

es, and Lord ofall Lords :By him 
|<" doc raigne in this world, 
E 7} 
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and without him none arecrowned 
in Heauen. He is the veric king of 
heauen whom thou ſeeſt, and he 
comes not to take this carthly, bur 
to giue a heaucnly -kinedome. He 
will mak c him ratione with himſelfe, 
who chuſeth to | wh him, but he 
that is ſo vnhappieas to comtemne 
to obey him, shall be excluded from 
his kingdome, Behold thy kinge! 
whom * defireſt, thou loueſt, in 
whom thou belceucſt, in who thou 
hopeſt. He is Kinge in generall to all 
creatures ; bur he is thy king in 
particular by Loue, in qualitie of 
thyne owne Spoule, and familiar 
friend. Thyne, I ſay, becauſe hc is 
more ſolicitons for thee ; more yi- 
gilantlycattentiue'to thee, more af- 
Rctionatly addicted , more cloſely 
vniced ynto thee. Sothat thou mayſt 
pronounce with truth, My K1nge, 
and My God. To witt , he loued thee 
from all eternitie, and now in tyme 
to redeeme thee, and ſaue thee, he 
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comes from his regall Throne in 
Heauecn, In whom if thou wouldft 

lorie, I know not how thoy 
Shouldſt be {ad , or deſpaire. 

6 For he iris that is th? Kinge 
and Gouernour of all; and whar he 
powerfully made, he doth moſt wi- 
{ely gonerne, So thathe is worthily 
called the Kinge and Lord ofall, 
bor cthyne by the ſpeciall grace of 
benefits beſtoved ypon thee. Hea- 
uen andearth depend ypon him,and 
by his commande cucry creature 1s 
gouerned. None ci reliſt his power; 
All chings arcdiſpoſed byhis wiſdo- 
me; his niſdome and power are with 
him, and he made all chings, nor is 
there any end of his greatneſle, O 
how high and immenſe is he abone 
all kinges and Princes, of whomthe 
Prophere ſpeakes in the Plalmes? 
But God, our kinge , before all Ages 
wrought ſaluation inthe midſt of the 
earth. Behold he comes ! he comes; 
not in gold and filuer, nor clad in 
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purple and fil;c :; not with trapped 
horſes, orin Shining armes, not in 
the ſound of trumpetts and harpes, 
but in humilitic and pouertie, in 
mildneſle and charirtie; that he may 
rather be loucd then feared ; that he 
may rather allure hnners to him, 
then driue them from him, 

7. But for what comes he ? For 
his exceeding great charitie wher- 
wich he loucd thee, that he might. 
redeeme him, whom he knew tobe 
loſt, He came for thy neceſlitic and 
fraikic, which is but to too greate. 
He came to free thee from ſinne, and 
to purge thee by the effuſion of his 
provowe bloud. He came to en+ 


ighten thy ignorance, and to shewe 


thee the way of truth. He came to 
aſliſte thy infirmitic, and to teache 
thee patience in aduerlitie. He came 
to wayne thee from the loue of 
terreane thinges, and to rayſe thee 
vp to the loue of heaucnlie thinges. 
He came to preache ycrtue, and to 
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put a peripde to vice. He came to 
infuſe grace , and to reioyce our 
harts with the delight of celeftial 
conſolations. He came to replenishe 
thee with all good things, and to 


deliuer thcefrom all cuil, He came 


to conferre eternall beatitude ypon 
thee ; and to ſuffer temporall miſe- 
ric for thee, He came to beſtow all 
he hath vpon thee, and aboueall his 


other preſents, to-permitt himiclfe 


to be inioyed by thee forcuer. For, 


that thou mighteſterernally retoyce, 


he came to vndergoe labour and 
forowe. He came to be impoue- 
rished that thou mighteſt be inri- 
ched. He came into banishmenrt 
that thou migheſt raigne. The way 
came to the errant; the truth tothe 
- ot life to thedeade ;hightto 
(9 


. the .blind : The Phifmian to the 


ficke: the Conforrour to the com=: 


_ fortleſſe 5 the Redeemour to 'the 


ſentenced ; the Reconcilour to the 


| ſeduced;za Sauiour to the deſpairing 
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man. Bchoid ' for what he came, 
and hoy much he Þcſtowed vpon 
thee by his wholſome coming. - | 
$8. He fent not.an Angell ,an Ar- 
changell, a Patriarckeor Prophete; 
bur he himſelfe , the, kinge of An- 

ells and Lord of Prophetes, came 
ro deliver thee; becauſe he is thy 
Lord God who made thee. To witrt 
alas !all the kinges and Prophetes 
who came bcfore him , could free 
none out of the handes of death or 
conduct them to eternall life. Bur 
| this moſt. porent and magnificent 
kinge for ener and cuer , will deliuer 
his People, he will breake the chay - 
nes: of hell, and conduct his Elect 
into Hcagen. O that thou didft 


well ynderſtand , and deligently . - 


pondere of what and how great 
Maicſtic that king of gloriz is, thou 
woullſt lifr - vp. the: gates of thy 
hart moſt affetionatly:, and would(t 
leade the king of eternall glorie into 
thy hart : becauſc it is but feemely 
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to conduct ſuch, and ſ{o- great-a 
kinge, with the- greateſt exultation 

{ible ; wich huge honour» and 
lolemne” preparation: for _ if | any 
kinge of the carch-or ſome one of 
his Princes, had ſignified to thee : to 
morrow will be with:you, prourdea 
lodging for me ; I haue a.relolurion 
ro make ſome ſtay with you, how 
ſolicitous, I pray, would yow bez 
and 'what admirations would yau 
make? Andnowthe kingof Heauen 
{ends you 'downe word'/by-thePro- 
pherte, ſaying : Make readie for the 
coming of thy Godo1frael;becauſe [ 
will come, andtake vp: my manſon. 
in the midſt of thy hart. ' Adorne:. 
therfor 'the brid=chamber: of thy 
hart to receiuethis Gueſt, who doth 
not onely. deſtreto come to thee,and- 
todwell in/thee, and there torepole, 

asinhis wedding:chamber. Happie 
- 1stheſoule which is deemed worthy 
ofthe coming of this greate gueſt; 


and who with her affectionate delares 
Py 
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isable to draw him into the moſt 
ſecrecte cloſet of her hart, whomall 
the creatures arc not, in reſpe@&of 
his worth, capable of; that she. may 
take ſo mucha more happic repoſe 
inwardly, by how much more abſa- 
latly she delightes 4n nothing out- 
wardly. I, happic {oule indeede; to 
whom the highelt youchſafes ro 
come from Heauen, our Lord the 
kinge of kinges, not to iudge or ter- 
rific , but pioufly to vides and com- 
forther,as one, well knowne to him, 
and precleCted by him: for the milde 
Kinge comes to vile and comfort 
all che mournefull of Syon ;. to giue 
eace to the inhabitanctes of che 


carth; to difterre his ſtrict 4ndoe- 
ment;totcnder downe mercy before 
hand; to pardon ſinners; to recciue 
Penitentes; to gmue:gracttoal! ; and 
finally'to beitowe life encrlaſting vp+ 
ponall thatexpedA'his ſaluation. ' 

Amen. | 
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Thu Meditation or Sermon may 


be applyed t0 any feafte of” 


Chriſts Natinitie, and the 


feaſtes of the foule. 


Pays 1IGH T comes ints 
TRIS tbe World, Afliftc me 
| -ommnipotent Father, ,, 
; That accordiug.to wy 
$2 harts-daltre {ore dice- 

bghefull and -dcuoute matter : tay 
oCcurreto ime in.my-Mcdication,.of 
the ſolemnirie of this dayes feiaſte, of 
thy moſt dearely bcloued ſonne aur 
Saviour lefus Chriſt,» hick may 
excite my drowlincfle,to deugtion 
and than':es gi blluſtrate: my 

hart with the ane Ty light of ty 
wiſdome, who madeſt this moſt {a- 

E vj 
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cred night waxe cleare and bright 
'yponthe ryſingoftherrue light, and 
didfſt decree that this falemne' day 
Should be kept with fcftiuall ayes. 
Nor will indecde any thinge be de- 
lightfull or feaft-like ro me, vnleſſe 
firſt chou'thy ſelfe illuminate my. 
mynde, that: being calmed from the 
noyſe of yices, it may be tranfpor- 
ted with joy+in contemplation of ſo- 

reat a ſolemnitie. Happie feſtiuitic 
when as well: the ioy of the mynde 
1s. felt; as the ſoule which-is inuited, 
is plentifully feafted wich ſpirituall 
iunketts. For ne fraſte isafeaſtero- 
me which is.not ſuch in hart. Butit 
is therfor frequetly kept exteriourly 
that it may be celebrated interiour- 
ly with woregrace and'delight. For 
externall feaſtes, are the incitemen- 
res of internall feaſtes, and certaine 
preſages of eternall ioyes. When 
therfor my interiour-man doth well 
accorde with thoſe exteriour feſtiui- 
ties, then it ſeemes not to me to be 
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d:fomple, but 4 dowble feaſte : becauſe 
what is-Kept without is more holily 
Kept within. There is alfo.a fore. 
then double, and 4 ſalemne tcaſtc, as 
is. beſt knowneto the ſpiritual! and. 

. deuoute ſoule which: is-wonte to ce - 
lebrate ſuch: feaſtes/in ſpirit and 
ruth: Forthe ſpirituall man iudges 
all- thinges. And: how: much one 
feaſte of. the mynde differrs from 
another, and exccllcs- in ſpiriruall 
delight, she beſt knowes by.a deli- 
cious and learned experience, to: 
whom leſus doth vouthſafe to come; 
and manifeſte himſelfe vpon the fe+ 
ſtiuiallday. For it is of him that the 
principall' feaftes -are ſolemniſed, 
and bleſled is. that ſoule, whom he 
runs out to meetc, and ioyfully per - 
mittsto ſee him. And as I conceiue 
the ſoule is not alwaycs .drawney 
with one and the ſameſenſe of deuo- 
tion, butis viſited diuerſely by her 
beloued: and therfor the varictic of 
Ecaſtes may, fitcly he diſcerned.ac= 
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cording to lower or higher. viſita- 


tions. Sotharthen the ſoule keepes | 


-& double Feaſte, when aecordingto 
the Prophete Dauid, both the ſoule 
and body cxulte in the lincing God: 
while ſo much ioy is perceiued to be 
infuſed into the ſoule, that a man ci- 
notc6reyne himlclfe, but it muſt nee- 
des breake out as weli in words as 
ations, and he is oucrioyd in ling- 
ing  Hymnes and Canticles de- 
uoutly to God. Bur then.a more then 
Dozxble is celebrated, w hen the lav- 
teriour man's holy drunkenneſle is 
in ſuch excefſe, and his exteriour 
ſenſible mirchis ſogreate, that hu- 
mane infirmitie 15 not able ro com- 
prehend and ſupportit, ſoexceſſiue 

catiisthe heate of Loue!Nor can it 
= expreſicd by any helpe of words, 
what a {oule viſited by God inſuch 
a Feaſte exporiencethto paſlein her 
felfe. Nay ifany ſuch things begra-« 
cioully grated to be felt from aboue, 
they ought rather to be buried in 
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Gilence , then published by-words, 
The (oule ina {ecrete manner con- 
fcrres of chem with God alone, who 


better vnderſtandes her by her one« 


ly filence, without any vie of wor- 
des. For then ought all creatures. 
to be lilent, when God fpeakes to. 
the'ſouleabouecthe reache of nature. 
And then too $he is beſt raught, 
when in this ſort she hath ſpeach 
with God alone. O Doctour Truth! 
how quickly and perfe@ly is he 1m- 
bued with knowledge , ts whom 
thou doſt manifeſt thy ſelfe?-In this 
Feaſte the Altar-peeces are diſco. 
nered, and the Saintes reliquesare 
expoſed zbecaufe the hidden paſla- 
ges of holy (cripture are laydiopen 
to: this lowing {oule ;and the ſecree- 


_ ces of the heautnly Land; the ftare 


bf the Saintes, and eternall rewards 


are reucaled to: her for-her fpeciall 


conſolation. : 
3. O great and 1oyfull Feafte, 
which nat all, þut a few onely are 
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vermicted to-celebrate! How: farp 
arc theſe holy celebrations remoued 
from the-lauers/of the world+who 
relish nothing bur-rerreane- things, 
and regarde nothing but whart'is 
exteriour, What cuer- shins not 
outwardly , is reputcd a follic andas 
nothing tothem. They wonder how 
vertuous people are able to giue 
themſclues ouer to- God, and ab- 
ſtayne from carnall pleaſvres ;. 
becauſe they- are” ignorant ,' what 
orcat ſpiricuall-- conſolation they 
haue, and feele interiourly, who for 
the loue of God:renounce all world» 
ly pleatures.: And' ſuch perſons are 
ignorit anderre,becauſe they ſeeke 
and loue nothing butviſible things: 

4+ But whenis it thatthe ſolemne 
Feaſte of the ſoule is kept? I wishe 
hartily.any-onsdid know,and would 
conuey 'that- knowledge toime; af 
happly ſo high 2 fecreete can be 
knowne , which is fo farre placed a- 


boue all the foremEtioned ſolEniries, 


ts 
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*If therfor the ſoule be at 'any tyme 
rayſed into a'tranſporte'of mynde; 
as being forgetfallofall thinges pre- 
ſent, and cuen her ſclfe withall, re- 
mayning myndfull of God alone; 
and being freed from all corporeall 
imagination, pales ouer 'into the 
abifle cf Diuinelight by diuinc ſpe- 
culation ; who will deney that this 
ſoule keepes afolemne Feaſte, who 
being 4lluftrated with the erernall 
ſunne beames, remaynes ſo delica- 
tely ſuſpended: aboue all. created 
thinges 2 For all. this ſeemes rather 
to belonge to the gloric of eternall 
Beatitude, then. to the miſerie of 
this preſent life, We haue-now ther- 
for rather the name and memorie 
of a ſolemne Feaſte,' then the true 
experience therof: becauſe the per- 
fe@ brightneſle therof is rather re- 
ſcrucd forthe Saintesin Heauen, O 
the Feafte of Feaſtes where men and 
Angells being gathered togeither- | 
doe vnanimauſlu vrovie R=4 trine 
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and one. O how ſolemnely they 
there ſinge, how deliciouſly chey 
{wimme 1 ioye , where they al- 
wayes haue God preſent, clcarely 
behold him ; and 1oyfully contem- 
plats him ; To witt when rcfle& of 
that lubilation, and that perpetuall 
heauenly {olemnitie, the mofthar- 
monious aflemblies of this preſent 
tyme arc out oftune tome. 

5- Whenſocuer therfor we. ccle- 
brate ſolemne feaſtes here below, 
all the feruour and bent of ourde- 
notion ought vehemently to aſpire 
to, and ayme at, that folemne and 
etcrnall Feaſte which cannemher be 
expreſled nor conceiued, ſo excefhue 
preat ir is ! Whenceir is that all our 
Feaſtes are rather to be tearmed cer- 
taine forerunners of chofe erernall 
ſolemnaries, then trac Feaftes indee- 
de. How btithere they are begun in 
the light of faith; bur there they are 
all accomplished in the light of glo- 
ne. For there the Angelicall pray- 


6. O how thortand ſale is that 


or Meditations TIF 
ſes, and fweeteft harmonie of holy 
ſoules arc heard. There doe all of 
them vnanimouſly reioypce in the 
preſence of their Creatour. As to ys, 
we are verie happic, ifat any tyme 
we may taſte " > {male dropps 
which fall from thence, W ho nas 
not be oucrioyed to be amongſt 
thoſe Quires of Angells while they 
{ing their well cuned Hymnes 2 
W here there1s no tarring of voyces 
no diflclute hghmeſlte, no nnploy» 
ment retarding, no neceſfiric im 
portuning, no paſſion infeting, nd 
imagination diftracting, no occafion 
of diſturbance, no ſubie& of tem- 


ptation , no- negligence , no con- 


fuGon ; no labour, no teadiouſneſte, 


no 'weryneſle; but high peace and 


tranquillitic : exceſſive 10y , and 
' mellifluous ſweerneflle : admirable 


concorde , and God like bright- 
nefſe , abſoluce felicitie , and perfect 
ſecuritie, 


” 
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which. we performe in our ſolemni- 
ties, how umperfz& and obſcure-is 
that. worshippe we exhibite? For as 
long as weliue amidftthe darknelle 
of this corrupt life of ours (our cor- 
ruptions,).as long as: we 'beare this 
mortall body. abour 'with- vs, we 
hardly in a-manner difconer any 
thinge of the light of immortalicic 
orof the incomprehenſible ſpirir. 
For in-one. poore day and a night 
our ſolemnitie is well: neere-run 
oncr, nor canour infirmitic indeede 
ſubliſte any long-tyme in deuotion. 
And I wishe to God that the moſt 
part ofche tyme were ſpent inſpiri- 
rituall harmonies , andthat we had 
lefſe of the frequent reſortof exter- 
nes. The cruth being well conſfide- 
red. . it 5 too cleare how imperfe&t 
onr ſolemnities are, how:loudeſoe- 
uerwe ſinge, or ringe the bells; yea | 
and » hat _internall toy and: inbjla- 
tion ſoeuer we yſe: becauſe this pre- 
ſent ioy ofouts, is forthwith (diltra- 


or Meditattons, 7 
&ted by diuers obſtacles. Nor is"it 
any great wonder either, fince we 
are but ſtrangers, and pilgrims ypon 
carth;z and the whole tyme of our 
pilgrimage is fitter- for teares then 
ioy:and the celebrating of feaſtes be= 
longs rather tothe Citezens of hea- 


_ _nen,:then to the banished ſonns of 


Ene. 
* 7. Yet leaſt we might be deiefted 
and oppreſſed: with 'our preſent mi- 
ſerics 3 and become forgetfull of the 
diuine benefits, rhedimine.wiſdome 

rouided., and our holy mother the 
Church inſtituted , thar the ſolem- 
nitics of Chriſt and' his Saintes 
Should be kept cuery yeare with the 
feruent deſire of the ſoule, to thend 


deuotion might. be excited, faith in- 


creaſed, and charitie inflamed : for 
feſtiuall dayes are kept with more 
dcuotion, and God is more worthily 
honored in his Saintes, when a man 
makes more progreſle in his ſpiri- 
tuall. affaircs, and more- ardently 


# 
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breathes after the louc ofcternitie. 
For therfor the light ( Chriſt ) came 
into,the world, that he might $hew 
vs the way to Hcauen;that he might 
inflame our hart to loue him, wayne 
vs from all carthly things;indowe vs 
wich the light of wiſdome; and diſ- 
perſe the miſtes of ignorance, finally 
that he might make vs one with 
him(clfc partak ers of his kingdome, 
| ſonnsof grace, c6ſorts of his cternall 
lorie, O glorious light begotten of 
the Father ! O Glorious wildome of 


God borne of the Mother this very 


night. Grant vsgrace deuoutly and 
worthily to render thee thankes. O 


thou higheſt inable vs co {inge Pſal-. 


mesto thy.name, reucrently to bow, 
reuerentlyto kneele, worshipfully.to 
adore. thee, and ſolemnely to finge to 
thee with thy Angells, Gloriginex- 
celſis:for Laude and honour, 0 Lord, 
are duc tothee, who for our ſalua- 
tion, haſt daygned to become incar. 
nate, Amen. ©; 
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In the night of Chrifs natiaitie 
of ſeeking 1eſws. 


EEKE our Lord whilſt 

he may be found: call 

wpen him whilſt he « 
' neere at hand, Ryſc vp 
| all you that are Chriſts 
faichfull ſcruantes run all togeither 
to this great ſolemnitie of Chriſts 
Natiuicie, For now the moſt ſacred 
. Hight is come, in which the Redec- 
mour of the world, Ielus Chriſt, 
daygned tobe borne of the glorious 
Virgine Marie. Ryſetherforeall of 
you, and watche. Prepare your har- 
tes, and pray. Our Lord is come, 
Come yee and adore. Secke Ieſus, and 
you $hall find him; knocke at the 
gatc , and it shail be opened to you; 
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enter into the place and you $hall 
behold him. Our king is come, o#r - 
Chriſt ts borne to vs, Come let vs 
adore him, and fall downe at his 
feete: for he it.is who made vs, Co- 
me Angells and Archangells, come 
and finge, exult with joy, and {ing 
Plalmes. O you iuſt rcioycein our 
Lord; finge a Hymne to our God: 
publish his workes among the gen- 
tiles. Our Lord is with vs, lets not 
feare. Our God is come in flesh, he 
15 now with ys in his hnmanitie, who 
is never abſent in his dininitie. 
Come great and (male, old menand 
Ancient Fathers, young men and 
V irgines, come ling a new ſong to 
our Lord, becauſe this day hehath 
wrought wonders. Lift yp your harts 
and hands to heauen, and aboucall 
ioy, giue gloric to his prayſc. Our 
Lord is with vs, be not ſfadd. O 
you eleCte of God,, putt on your gar- 
ments of ioy and gpladneſle. In 
away the workes of darknefle, and 

putt 
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xt on the armour of light, let'vs 
watch in this ſacred night as on a 
bright day, Let vs reioyce , and 
ſpring againe with ioy ; let vs ſing 
and found out Hymnes, with 1oy 
and lubilie to God our ſauiour. Ler 
vs preſent him withour vowes, ler 
our words teſtific to him our obſe- 
quiouſncſſe. Onr Lord z with vs, 
lets vs not depart, lcts not waxe wea« 
ric , but ſtand rot manfully , and: 
{ing to him with alacritie. 

2. Now that the Angells finge 
1m heauen, and that the voyce of 
prayſe reſounds aboue, whois able 
to ſleepe? who would loyter in his 
bedde, when cuery ſoulec longs to be 
in inbilation with /e/#-? who would 
not this night ryſc with great cou- 
rage and delire, when all thinges 
ſeeme to abound with ioy? And. 
thou therfor , © daughter of Sion, 
reioyce and be glad , and thou © 
Hieruſalem make iubilation, be- 


cauſe true peace is come downe 
F 
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from heauen this day , to: pacthie, 
and repaire what 1s in heauen, and 
what in earth. This day truc light 
$hincd ypon the carth, that it mighc 
Huminate all men belecuing in him. 
T his day great ioy is made in | frac, 
becauſe Chriſt is-borne in Berhleem. 
This day the heavens are melli- 
fluous all the world ouecr, ſince from 
the mouth of the learned Doctours 
moſt (wecte wordsdoe flowe, wherby 
the infirme are recreated, the de- 
uoute perſon is conforted, the igno- 
rant inſtructed, the ſlouthfull in- 
cited, the faithfull encouraged, the 
incredulous confounded. * | 

3- This day the Angells cxulte, 
the Archangells reioyce; and all the. 
1aſt are replenished. with deuotion 
and{pirituall ioy. This day, night is 
turned into day, and intoa great 
bringhtneſle, becauſe light shined 
in darkneſle to the right of hart: to 
witt our Lord, whois full of mercy, 


and compaſſion, May this night be. 
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bleſied for ecuer, and be numbrcd 
among the ſolemne dayes. Letthem 
blefle it, v ho arc wonte to bleſle the 
day, ' and let all the ſonns of light 

ray{c him, becauſe in, Chriſt is 
199. the fon of God, the light of 
eternall light. Let nct this nighrtbe 
layd aſide, and left alone, and be de- 
uoyde of landes and prayſes. Be it 
not obſ{cureand darke, but enligh- 
tenced from aboue, and let numbers 
of Iighres belighted in the Church 
vniuerfallic. Letnothing be omutted 
w hich may contribute tothe beau- 
tie therof; bur ler its prayſes be 
continued euen to the: ryſing ofthe 
ſunne. And when the day growes 
cleare; let the ſunne of Iuſticeshine 
which is conceiued in the harts of 
of all that loue him, and let a new 
devotion be again, and againeſtir- 
red in the hartsof all thar keepe holy 
this ſolemnitie. This day appeares 
a day of SanCtification, let all the 
faichfull reioyce , becauſe it was 
F 3) 
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long ſince foretold ys: Be light made 
#xd light was made. O cruly bleſſed 
night which was illuſtrated with 
the birth of crue light, andadorned 
with Angelicall ireames of bright. 
nelle, by whole ſonges and prayſes 
tis rendrcd glorioustoall the fairh- 
full of the vniuerſall world, O truly 
moſt bleſſed night, brighter then 
all rhe nightes of all Ages, which 
was made happic by knowing the 
Lyme and houre, « hen the ſonne of 
God, indued with our frayle body, 
iflued'our of the Virgins wombe. O 
ſacred and vndchled | Natiuitic, 
which a Virginall fecunditie beſto- 
wed vponvs! O fecunditie outſtrip - 
ping the bounds of nature, which 
a Virginall puritic adorned, and the 
Higheſt made choyce of, that mor- 
tall man might be ſaued! O bleſſed 
and joyfull nativitie which changed 
the curle of our firſt parents into 
heauenly BenediCtions, and their 
ſorgwe into cternall ioy, This night 


or. Meditations, 125 
is deſeruedly venerable and amiable 
ro all men, wherin Chriſt daigned 
to be borne to deliuer all men. 

4. Bleſſed be therfor the Holy 
Trinitie , by whoſe goodnes and 
counſell, mans dignizic was repai- 
red, and the diuclls craft oucr-:op- 
ped. I blefſe thee © God the Father 
who ſent thyne onely beloued fon- 
ne into the world for our redeni- 

tion, I bleſle thee © thou onely 
ea of God, Chriſt Icſus, who 
aſſuwprted our nature to redeeme 
mank inde. 1 blefle thee © holy com- 


forring ſpiric who gloriouſly and 
wonderfully accomplished all the 
Myſteries of our Redemption from 
. the begining euen tothe end, Be in- 
finite. prayſe and glorie giuen ynto 
thee, Thyne be honour and power, 
0 he nyo and ſempiternall Trini- 


tie, by whoſe prouidence and or- 
dinance ' this joyfull and ſolemne 
fcſtiuitie was beſtowed ypon vs. 
Amen, 


F ij 
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THE VI SERMON. 


A deuonte wiſite of the new- 


borne child Teſs, 


AVE you not ſeene 
him Re oe my hart 
J EE2 8 /onecth? | ſpeaketoyou, 
"F'F= © holy Angells, tell me 
whatyou know of my lcſus, Where 
1s the hitle-one which is borne to ys? 
Pointe him out 'to me whom my 
hart loues. Or,if you will not doe me 
that good office, doc it ac leaft by 
their mediation, whom you haue 
1udged worthy. | ſpeake ro you, 0 
$hipheards, telle me what you know 
of my Ieſus. Where isthe licle one 
who is borne tovs? What denoun- 
ced the Angell to you? [annornce to 
you, quoth he, a great joy, becauſe 
this day a Samonr 1s borne to yo, 


*: of 
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who us Chriſt our Lord, in the Citie 
of Danid : And what figne-did he 
giue you? you 5hall find, (aid he, the 
infant wrapped wp in clothes, and 
layd inthe manger, And what ſunge 
the holy Angells? They ſung GLO- 
R I Ain excelſis DEO. And then 
what did you 2 Preſently with great 
ſpeede and joy we ran away to Beth- 
leem and ye fonnd Jeſus lying in the 
Atanger. O) me, what is this 1 hea- 
re? how {wecte and delightfull is 
that which 1 vnderſtand! I care no 
more now, [I will run, and ſeethis 
child before [ dye. But ſtay a while, 
I pray, andl1will goe with!you, and 
we will butall of vs take vp one In- 
ne. Andoall-yee Angells of God c6- 
curre yeeall inthis to leade me the 
ſtraight wayto the cribbe of Chriſt, 
2. 0 loſeph and Marie, © open, 
open the dore of my beloued, that 
ſo becing entred into his Taberna- 
cle, I may adore his ſacred foot- 
ſtepps, All the Kinges of the earth 
F iii) 
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hada longing deſire to ſeethe face of 
Salomon, and to heare his wiſdome. 
And yet lee, here ts more then 4 Sals- 
mon here' Permitt me therfore to 
enter in, that may kiflc the foote *- 
ftoaole of his fecte oucr and oner 
againe, Forthis is he of whom the 
Prophctes forctold; the Angellsan- 
' nounced; and the liuely and deuou- 
te Shipheards viſited. This is he 
whom | ſecke, whom I loue, whom 
I dclire'to behold, 

3-What art thou affrayd of my ſoule} 
Crye out aloude , aske, knocke, 
cealenot till the gate be opened. En- 
ter inte the place of that admirabie 
Tabernacle, cuecn till thou come to 
the houſe of God. Approche with 
confidence, and putt thy (-Ife cor- 
dially into the compagnie of the 
poore new borne infant; for he will 
not repulſe thee,norfdriue theeaway 
but admitet thee with Glence and 
Shew thee his grace. Feare not in the 
preſence of the poore weepeinge 
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babe in 'the ſtable : he weepes 
not for the incommoditic he ſuffers, 
bur for thy ſinnes. For he comes to 
ſecke thee, not to looſe thee. He co 
mes to {auc, not to iudge thee. He 
comes to loole thy $shakles , not to 
bind thee, He comes to ſuffer m1- 
ſeries, not to inflict them. His ayme 
1s to free thee out of Gaole, not ts 
impriſon thee. | © TELL 
4. Why doſt thou quake vpon the 
aſpeft of a fillie poore child ? oh 
he's God, ſay you, and in his hand 
is power and principalitie, Trs true 
indeede, but he comes not now to 
iudge, butto pardon finne. He pub- 
lisheth mercy, ſuſpends revenge. 
He offers grace, Liffers wroth. He 
Shewes Iouc,, excludes feare. He 
couets rather to be loucd the feared. 
Say then,thouart welcome this day 
0 my ſaviour, forthou art my Re. 
deemour omy Lord God. O'too tog/ 
wishfull and amiable child, shew 
me thy mercy , who am not yet ca- 
F y 
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pable to behold thy glorie. Lend me 
thy right hand, who am notableto 
ſupporc the lcfr of thyſiuſtice. Euen 
for thy cndleſle mercys sake blorr 
out myne intquitie. iam licke and 
full of ſores, © cure my ſoule, I am 
blind and naked , enlighten my 
darknelle, and adorne me with true 
yertues. I am witherd away and 
lame, water my face with reares, 
and dire@ all my ſtepps in thy pa- 
thes. My hart ſaith torthee, that my 
face ſcekes the our : I delfire, 0 Lord 
Ieſus,to ſce thy face : and deuoutely 
to vyilite thee with the Angells and 
the shiphcards : for thou art the 
ſfaluation of my contenance and my 
God, who ought tobeloucd by me 
1ncomparably, and aboue all other 
things, | L 
. 5- None is fayrer then thou, none 

more amiable, none more noble, none 
more holy. Thou art. wiſer then all 
the wiſc:richerthenall;greater then 

all, Thyne are tho Heauens, and 
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thyne the earth, the ſea, and all 
conteyned therin The day is thyne, 
and thyne the night, ſommer-and 
winter thou framedſt, and ordcreſt 
all things in their certaine and ſer 
tymes: thou I ſay, who wouldſt be 
borne in the obſcuritie of the night 
and in the rigour of winter. O the 
vnſpcakeable loue of God and of 
my Lord and maſter leſus Chriſt 
weeping in the Cribbe, whom all 
the Avgellis of Hcauen doe. prayſe 
and adore ! what huge mea(lure. of 
thankefulneſſeaml oblidged to ren- 
der to my moſt deare Lord, my 
Sauiour and Redeemour, who was 
borne for my ſiluation, and refulcd 
not , like a fillie poore man, totake 
vp his lodging among beaſtes in a 
ſtable. Certes I haue nothing of 
worth to preſent, yer muſt I nor Ele 
freely to offcrre thee a Good will as 
a teſtimonie of my loue and gratitu- 
de. And what more 2? shall I chuſe 
to linge with the holy Angells 2.or 
E y) 
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Shalll-mone out of compaſſion , by 
reflection. of the / weepeiny childs + 
teares > Both beſt likes me : both 
partes I muft performe, and ſo as 
well weepe with Ieſus, as with the 
Angells lang leſus his prayſes. From 
this moment my reſolution is to per 
forme allthis to: Gods glorie, and 
'to humble! my ſelfe before the'eyes 
of his Maicſtic ; who humbled him- 
ſelfe eucn to the shape of a lithe 
weeping infant, 


—— 


A ſtay > at the venerable Cribbe 
of Chrife. 


How reuerend this pla- 
{ cc is, truly this is no 
DMT Jy other then the houſe of 
: x2 God, and the Gateof 
Heauecn. Enter in, goe in my ſoule 
"This is the kile poore Pallace of a 
king. Begge herefor a lodging, take 
vpthy reſidence, ſtay with Ieſus and. 
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Marie , and; ſolemniſe this dayes 
fcaſte with them. Inquire for noe 
other Inne, but reſolue humbly to 
ſtand or {it here, this day, neercto- 
the cribbe. It is Good for thee tobe 
here, yea much better then to dwell 
inthe guilded roofesof kiugs. The 
mhabiting of this meane cottage, 
and the ſoctetie- of the three inha- 
bitants,, Should yeald thy hart a lar- 
ge. proportion of content. For albeit 
thelc poote pauements, if their yile- 
nelle be wel wer vpon, doe but litle 
pleaſe, yet arc their inmates won» 
derfull noble , if we contemplate 
their patience and vertuc. Here 
' therfor $halt thou this day dwell,. 
here $shalt thou abide, here $shalc 
thou perſeuer. 

2, But lets enter farther in, and: 
more diligemly contemplate the 
ſtructure of this place. Inquire and 
carefully obſerue , where that vene- 
rable ſtable is ſituated , which lodges 
the worlds Creatour, lodging God. 
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achild , a hcauenly rreaſure:, the 
price of qur Redemption, the ioy 
of men and Angells. Behold how 
God-man being borne, lowly lyes 
wrapped vp in({wadling clouts:, and 
keepes lilence. How he liues moſt 
poorely,and obſcurely in this ſtrang 
place who togeither with his hca- 
uenly father LR all rhinges 
abouc. Imbrace this noble ſtable 
with the armes of feruent loue , and 
beſtowe frequent kiſſes ypon it; and 
then caſt thy [{clfe humbly downe at 
Ieſus his feete. Adore God here | here 
deuoutly mone. I, here watch, pray, 
herereade, here linge, ere lingePſal- 
mes, here shour. for ioy , here dance 
with all your ſoule, If you ſuffer any 
ſorow orgrciuance declare it to this 
child : diſcloſe the defires of your 
hart to him,andacquaiate him with 
all that concernes you. This ſweete 
and loucly babe, ill teach the mild 
his wayes, and will admitt of the 
prayers of the humble, He can cure 
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the infirme, heale the contrite of 
barte, and tye their ſcarrs togei- 
ther: he can ,ipardon } thoſe that 
mourne, and free. from all paſſions. 
Preſent. thy.: hart to this babe, and 
beſcech himto write his moſt (weete 
name therin.. Beſktowe on him all 
that thow haſt ; and be w holy his, 
from this preſent moment for all 
.cternitie, lefas his eternall and im- 
menle loue, will cffe& this happic 
worke, that thou mayſt relinquishe 
thy ſelfe, and loue Icſus aboue all 
thinges. 

3. Behold now, © my ſoule, and 
conſidere what abundance of riches 
and gloric are hereto be had, I re- 
garde not tranlitoric treaſures,, nor 
word!y contentement , but I looke 
vpon the wiſdome of God incar- 
nated, the child-bearcing virgine, 
loſeph ſeruing, and the Quires of 
Angells aſliſtinge. For er«ly our Lord 
# in thisplace. And my aduile 1s, 
that you departs not hence in_no 
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wiſe, For where, I pray, can you 
find , what here you haue alreadie 
found? if youſearche all the world 
ouer, you shall neuer 'mecte with 
ſo bleſſed a compagnie!, ſo holy a 
Conuent , ſo vnanimous a congre- 

ation, The moſt holy in heauen are 
ke aſſemble& togeither ; though 
by worldlings they are neglected, 
and ſett at nothing. For in the 
whole world ſuch wonders are not: 
wrought, nor ſuch rare nouelties 
ſcenc, norſo delightfall ioyes heard 
of , as are in this lowlie cottage, 
where loſeph, Marie,andthe childe 
Ieſus layde in the manger , keepe | 
theirs reſidence, For here God and 
man', mother and virgine, the old 
of yearcs and-a child arc ioyned to- 
gctther. | 

4. Conſtdere what this fo huge 
dignation, pictic, lone, humilitie, 
ponertic ,, ſweetneſſe , grace, and 
exceſle of mercy would ſaye. Turne 
oucr all the ancient monumentes. 
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which prophicie of Chriſt, id obler- 
uc how this day allthe teſtimonies 
of the ſcriptures, and the deuoute 
deſires of the holy Prophetes are 
fulfilled. Marke alſo the pious 6b- 
{cquionsncfle of the moſt bleſſed vir- 
gine mother; how infinitly she exul- 
tes in mynde with her noble childez 
note withall in what a ſublime con- 
templation she is, to ſcethe fonne of 
God borne of her ſclfe, and placed 
before her in the manger, In this 
ſorte run ouer and conhider all , as 
though thou wert perſonally pre- 
ſent at euery one of them in parti- 
cular. For we ought nor to hauc tells 
aftc&tion . and devotion to theſe 
things, though aCQtually paſt, then 
though we did bchold them done 
before vs at this preſent moment. 
Lay vptherfor inthe cloſer of thy 
harte this holy remembrance, re- 
newed cuery yearc, Yea let vs not 
onely call to mynde Icſus borne and 
layd inthe miger, once cucry yeare, 
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bur let . it frequently - come In 
amongſt all your exerciſes. Great 
wiſciome, great puriric and paticnce 
may be learnt of this bleſſed babe, 
which may ſuffice to edific the whole 
courſe of your life. Becauſe cucry 
action of Chriſt, 1s our inſtru&ion; 
and cuery ſufferance of his, is our 
conſolation, for he is made faluation, 
and redemption tothee and all the 
people He rteacheth thee more for- 
ceably by his cxemple then by his 
worde, and perſuades moreefhca- 
etouſly by his o -ne workes,then by 
the actions of others. 

5. Let therfor the ſacred natiuitie 
of Chriſt be alwayes new tothee,nor 
pony ſo great a feafte eucr to paſle 

y without an attentiue conſidera - 
tion. And albeitthe exteriour vene- 
ration paſſe with tyme,, yet let not 
the diligent conlideration of it de- 
partefrom thy hart. Be not therfor, 
my poore and miſerable ſoule, yn- 
gratcfull to God for this gracc;zthou 
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who werrt ſo diligently ſought” our, 
ſo mercyfully drawne, ſo ſvectly 
called, ſo midly: viſited ,;fo plenti- 
fully replenished with ioy. It were a 
cryme for thee to be ſadde, when 
life is borne, and when there is re- 
ioyceing cuecry where. This day litle 
leſus was borne to thee; thu diy a 
ſonne 14s ginen tothee,, that with 
him being a litle one, thou mighk 
allo becomea litle- onezwith a poore 
one poore;z humble with one hum- 
ble, paticnt with one paticnt, myld 
with one ſo heancnly ſweet and 
mylds, Bowne downe therfor to 
him humbly, ſubmit thy ſelfe to him 
willingly, that ſo;chou mayſt. be 
exalted with him eternally, who'( to 
witt I. Chriſt the ſonne of God ) to 
gather togeither licle ones , came 
downe from the celeſtiall ſeates 
aboue. 

6. Gather now in this ſmale ſpace 
of tyme, what may be v{-full for 
thee all the courſe of thy life. How 
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knoweſt thou , bur this may be thy 
laſt fcaſte in this world 2 AndI 
would to God thou wouldſt now ce- 
lebrate this ſo deuoutly, that thou 
mighceſt repoſe agreate confidence 
in leſus, that in the endof tyme 
thou mighteſt mcrice ro goe with 
him totheerernall feaſte, Noe doubr 
bur a ſtrict accompe will be exa- 
ed of thee, how perfcly thou art 
conformed to him in thy life. Whiſt 
thou haſte yet tyme then, and mea- 
nes toaduancethy ſelfc, have a care 
not to ſuffer him to paſſe by .with- 
out aduantage to thce_, but cnde- 
nour to contratt fo abſolute' a 
league of freiridshippe with him, 
that thou mayſt benumbred am6gſt 
his choycefriends, If Chrift were ſo 
ood and gracious as to performe 
theſe things for thy (aluation, be not 
thou ſo farre wanting to thy felfe, as 
not totake them diligently into thy 
conlideration. -Chriſt is filent in 
word , but his workes ſpeake, His 
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tongue keepes ſilence, but his ten 


der members make deare cxpreſ- 
ſions; ſo doth alſo his humilitie; ſo 


doth his extreame great want. The 
Virgine Marie too keepes lilence, 
but {o doe not the elements. Ieſus 
tyes hidde in thecribbe, but heis pu- 
blished by the Angell. Heappeares 
vile and abje& in his cloutes, bur 
he is declared pretious in hisfignes. 
Herode is troubled at the newes, 
but the shipheards runtofinde him, 
The Scribes and Pharifics diſdaigne 
him, bar the three bleſſed kinges 
adore him. . 

7. Obſerue in him therfor not onely 
greate and ſublimethinges, butſmale 
and abie thiges withall: for in both 
natures he appeares a greate Lord 
and exceedinge laudable;being high 
aboue all the Angells, and the moſt 
humble amongſt all men, Humane 
thinges arc ioyned with diuine, high 
thinges with lowe, pretious with 
vile, licle with ſuch asare magnifi- 


142 Sermons © 
cent , and the faithfull ought to ye + 
nerate them altogeither with a due 
honour. Let not therfore the cloures 
ſcandaliſe thee; which preache the 
ſonne of God's humilitie. Neither 
be thou troubled ar the fillie cribbe 
whichthe kingeof kinges and Lord 
of Angells made choyce off for his 
Pallace, Confidere not what is glit- 
tering totheeyes of fleshe, but how 
great a Myſterie of mans ſaluation 
is here performed. Looke vypon 
Ieſus and Marie, the' Lord and 
Lady of the vniuerſc, who haue no 
cares comon with thoſe of ſecular 
ering Here are here noe ſtately 
allaces, bur celeſtiall ſolaces. The 
found ofthe trumpetand Harpe are 
not here heard, but the melodious 
voyces of the heaucnly Quires. I 
wishe you did feele in ſpirit, thar 
you were preſent to all theſe, and 
that cl{where there is no liveing. 
Gods word, is now necre to your 
mouthe, prouided onely you ſeeke 
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him with a right hart : For now hg 
is found | in his mothers lappe, who 
was in the bolome of his Ede from 
all :crernitie, The great God is now, 
become: ſo ncere to thee, that thou 
mayſt imbrace him as a litle child, 
beare him too and fro as a tender 
babe , becauſe the Word is made 
fleshe, and dwells in ys. Loe, he 
whom the whole world is not capa- 
ble of, lycs a poore creature in the 
ſtable. And he that beares, in the 
vertue of his worde, is borne by his 
mother, He whom the Cherubins 
and Seraphims doe prayle, is fedd 
with a litle milke! Which of all 
theſe thinges arc not equally admi > 
rable, and amiable > 

8. What canſt thou deſire more? 
how could he cither be more neere 
thee, or more like thee 2 Behold thy, 
bones, and thy fleshe, ThyGodis 
become thy brother, Whoener (aw 
or heard the like wonder 2 Woe be 
to thee if thou cuer doſt departe; 
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from him. And happie art thou, if 
thou haſt recourſe to him withthy 
whole hart. Approcheto the throne 
of his grace with confidence: for 
though he be re in worldly 
riches, yet are all the treaſures of 
the wiſdome and knowledge of God 
hidden in him, Prepare therfor 
cleane lipps to kiſlle him: washe 
thyne eyes with teares to behold 
him; purific thy hands to touche 
him: ſpread out thy armes to im - 
brace him: and humbly bowe thy 
knee to adore him. O that thou 
hadſt now a neate coffer, all beau- 
tifally curiched with gold and dia- 
mants, that therin thou mighteſt 
conſerue and keepe God, a new 
borne child. Burt there is no coffer 
fo fitt andworthy to receine God a 
child, as thy hart purified from all 
malice, For herequiresnoontu ard 
ornament , but rather that which is 
intimated miſtically therby', and 
this kinde of ornament is yerie deare 
and 
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andgratcfull ro him. | 

9. But how can you prepare your 
ſelfe worthfly to receine him 2 To 
flyc from him is no waycs expedient; 
and toapproche tohim with a dur- 
tieface, 1s yeric yndecent. But how 
Shalt thou be purified , being in- 
gaged in ſo many vices 2 Be not too 
apprehenſiue, nor deſpaire vpon the 
ſenſe of your woundes, Let it diſ- 
pleaſe thee that thou art ſuch as 
thou art. Washe the ſtaynes of thy 
crymes with teares. Purge the guilte 
of thy cenſcience with inward con- 
trition, and begge of him the oyle of 
mercy ,the guift of a plenarie In- 
dulgence, and thereſtoreing ofnew 
grace, and ſo though thou Poberia 
much ſpotted, yet shall not thy caſe 
be deſparate. This child knowes 
the arte of purifying vncleancthin- 
ges, and of whiting blacke; He 
can calme whar is tormie; ſweeten 
what is ſowre; lighten what's bur- 


denſome; and extirpate all yices, 
. 
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and reftore the joy and 'peace of 
the hart. Such heis, as that he can- 
not be infected. By his touche the 
deſeaſled arc healed, and the infirme 
waxc {tronge. Now therfor prepare 
him a fine Cribbe , wherin thou 


mayſt logde leſus the ſonne of God. 
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aAeuonte entertaynement 
of TESY S. 


Do EIOYCEING I will 
| 7 reioyce in our Lord, and 
AM GU I willexultein God, my 


I to linge, and shoute vnto thee 


holy - day in ſpirituall 10y. For 
though the day be $hort, and the 


- 


| 


. 


night of thy Natuitie quick ly (] 
away , yet is there a large field to 
exerciſe devotion in; and there is, 
as it were ypon the Altara burning 
fire which conſumes not, I wishe 
therfor that this day were longer, 
and I yponit more dcuonte then or- 
dinarilic , that fernour might not 
flippe away with the tyme, but 
might rather increaſe by diligent 
meditation, O day of ioy, day of 
our eternall kinge, leaue me not ſo 
{oone, but proue a cauſe of endleſle 
toy to me. O' when $hall that day 
arriue , to-which no night shall ſuc- 
ceede, a day ſubieC&trono viciſſitu- 
des of tyme, but continually shines 
and is continually day, Where 
Gad is ſcene face to face; Where 
Ieſus is perfe&tly loued and pray- 
ſed. Where our -thoughtes are 
neuer diſtrated from him, nor 
is theaffeftion of our harte Mayned, 
bur he is all inall; For that eternall 
day this temporall day is worship- 
| G 1} 
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ped; and that I might liue there 
with leſus for cuer, he pleaſed to 
become a mortall man amongſt vs. 

2. Oleſus whoart moſt worthy to 
beloucd and worshipped. O moſt 1] - 
loſtrious childe, whom we onght dca- 
rely toimbrace , worthily to adorc, 
and publishe to the world for ecuer, 
Thou' art my onely beloned, and 
my ſingular dearc delight, before 
all and aboue all other thinges ; to 
whom 1 oxe my ſelfe w holy , andall 
that I can doe, or deſire , comes farre 
| Short of whatl dehire to pay. To witt 
thy excellEcic outſtrips all my ende- 
uours, And what ſo cucr I am capa- 
ble of, or can beſtowe, is almoſt no- 
thing,yea lefle the nothing. [ know, 
and' faithfully beleeue, that thou 
cameſt into this place for my ſake, 
and for my ſake wert here lodged 
- inthispoorcand abieC& manner. For 
thou didft all theſe thinges for my 
erernall ſaluation, and for rhync 
owne boundleſle charitie, which is 
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moſt dearely commended vnto me. 
3. O how much am I bound co 
loue thee; how much am I oblidged 
to prayſe and bleſle thee with thy 
Angelles, Archangelles,Saintes, and 
all men of good will; becauſc thou 
wert incarnated, and made man for 
louc of me. It were ſtrange that euer 
my thoughtes could departe from 
th:e,and applic themſclues to any 
other thinge, hauing once taken a 
taſte of thy {weetneſle. For in yeric 
decde thou arta hidden Manna,con: 
teyning in it ſelfe all manner of de- 
yr Ir ſurpaſſing all the baſtard 
P caſures of the world which are nor 
ro thee. T hou art aParadice of Plea- 
ſure,thou a garde ofdelightes, Thou 
art the foiitaine of wiſdome, the ſun- 
ne of Iuſtice, thelight of the world , 
the toy of Heau en,the Peaceof Harr, 
the {lace of the ſfoule ; Thou art 
onr Hope in tribulation, our Re- 
fnge n temptation, our Helpe in 
all our neceſſities. Thy preſcnce 
G ii) 
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brings ioy to my hart : thy abſence 
doth many a tyme fill icwith ſorowe. 
And this is an effe& of loue which 
will not haue the beloued ſoule to 
take repole out of thee; but com- 
ellcs it ſtill either to reioyce in thee, 
or dclighrfully ro mone for thee: For 
who bur Loue drew me hither ; and 
who but Louc too brought thee 
downe from heaucn, and inclyned 
thee to me? O Loue, 0 Louce! how 
ſweete:, and how ſtronge is this loue? 
Hence an vn{peakable outcrye and 
vehement feruour is begotten in my 
harte which neither Joh relish, nor 
approue any thinge but the cternall 
Lone of Lle{us. This ma es vs cons» 
temne the'world, and reputc all as 
nothinge. This makes vs relinquish 
all we haue , and live vixder the 
yoake of obedience. This makes vs 
refuſc the pleaſures of theflesh, and 
ardently defirethe labours and pay- 
nes of penitentiall life, This cau-» 


ſeth ys to flyethe cumultuous noyſle 
F 
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of the world , and to giueour clues 
ouer to Gods {eruice in lilence. This 
finally makes vs dye to the world, 
and live wholy to God. 

4. And now then, what good office 
Shall I afford thee, o bcloued child, 
my Lord my God , who art become 
a babe for my ſake? Canſt thon haue 
any wantof my ſeruice, thou who 
hatte H »aue& and earthatthy becke? 
But how cuer thou haſte no neede of 
my ſeruice, 1 haueneede of thy afſi=«ay 
ſtance, and I am bound to ſerue' thee = 
rothe vtmoſt of my abilitie, ith 
graceand yertue are continually in - 
creaſed by thy helpe, and all my 
happines dependes vpon thee. [ 
would I were able to exequute any 
thinge acceptable to thee, for that is 
rw 1 moſt earneſtly deſire. And 
rhough it were not in my power to 
ſerue thee here in thy humaniriey | 
yet I can ſpiricually performe all 
thinges, by the affection of my har- 
te, and by the helpe and endeuours 

G iiij 
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of a good will. To witt, I canaccom- 
plish many good workes of pictic, 
by ſcrucing my. brethren for thy 
names ſake, and ſuch thinges thou, 
reputeſt as done tothy (elfe. 

5. And truly my deſire is toex- 
Eite deuotion in me towards thy ſa- 
cred infancie, by words proceeding 
from loue. Ar leaſt I will not-de- 
artefrom hence, but will ſit downe 
48s Þy thee, and euer now and then 


2 will contemplate that amiable face 


of thyne, that I may therby the 
more eaſily forget myne owne mi- 
{crie, I will here medirare in thy 
commandementes , and exerciſe my 
ſclfe in thy wonders: Here | will in- 
franchiſe my (elfe from terreane ca- 
res, andaflociate my:-ſelfe to heauen- 
ly delightes. Here I will refle& of 
the dayes of old,and keepe the yeares 
of cternitic in my memorie, Here I 
will conſfidere the laſt thinges , and. 
paſle ouer the yeares of my life ia 
fiches and grones. Here I will ap- 


oh 
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peale : thy worthfull countenance 
with my prayers, and ſue to my. 
gdge for mercy. Here will I callto 
mynd thy wo.derfull workes, and 
thyne innumcrablebenefits bcſtow - 
ed vpoen mankinde. Herc will I 
finde mync owne -hartce; and here 
will I wholy leauc my ſelfe. For it 
will be much better in; ITefus his. 
handes, then in myne owne ; be-. 
eauſc there it will enioy peace while. 
here. it. meetes. with: nothing, bur. 
diſquiete, Here will I flcepe, here 
will- I repoſe, and here] my ſleepe 
will be (weere and. quiete. Here 1 
will ryſe at midnight to confeſſe 
vato thee, and inſtantly endeuour 
the pardoning of my offences, Ayre- 
ly in. the morning 1 will wacthto 
thee, and I will fange to thy holy. 
name all the day longe. If I goc our, 
T will not fayle quickly, torcturne 
againe;'or if. I should chance ta. 
linger, I will humbly begge and: 
obtayne pardon, [ will againe and: 
G v 
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againe ſue to thee, and neuer ceaſe 
tro give thee thankes, 1 will ryſefall 
of admiration, and prayle thy mel- 
lfluous name, which is bleſled for 
cer and euer, © will after that fact 
downe in my pouertie, acknowled- 
ing myne owne indigniticand in- 
PR ffſencio to make any conceipt of 
thoſe incffable bleſlinges , ſweeter 
then all delightes the world can af- 
forde. This done I will reuerently 
adore thee, and preſent thee with all 
thyne owne bleſlinges, willinge and 
delireing that all thy workes may 
prayſe thee though cuen they roo 
cannot worthily {pea ke thy praylſes. 
And therfor I carneſtly begge thar 
thou thy ſelfe wouldſt prayſe thy 
ſelfe : becauſe otherwiſe thou canſt 
neuer be worthily lauded, and pray- 
ſed to the full. O my ſoule doc now 
prayſe our Lord; © 'Syon prayſe 
thy God, prayſe Icſus thy Saviour. 
Andthough thon ciſtnor perfe@ly 
prayſe him, yet ceaſe not to perfor- 
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me it in ſome forte according to 
thy poore abjlirie. 
6. Good leſus, deareand beloued 
childe I will prayſe thee in my life 
tyme as longe as I $hall beableto 
draw breath, I will ſinge Pſalmes ta 
my God. Forthou haſte inuited me 
to thy moſt ſ{acred cribbe, wherin 
thou haſte daigned ro lye forme a 
moſt wretched creature. Who will 
be able to pull me fro hence. None, 
none my Lord leſus, becanſe thou 
artimy dearcly beloued, from who I 
will not be ſeparatad for all cternirie. 
Here therfor will 1 remayne in the 
ſeruice of my Lord, and my Lady 
holy Marie, and ſainte Ioſcpth-thy 
foſter -Father, in caſe thereshould 
be any ſeruice to be done. 1 wil 
k indle alitle fire, and blow it dili- 
ently: ; I will couer the table, and 
tche water home. 1] will cleanc 
the harthe ; 'I will ſtoppe all 'rhe 
chinkes and holes, that the - cold 
winde and rayne may not enter. 1 
G v) 
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will (mooth.this.noble- and: royall 
manger ;I will deeently. ſtrow, and 
fashion the hay, or ſtraw therin, 
becauſe there is-not any. fine linnen 
in this place. Andthen I will gather 
roſcs and lilies, I will bringe lowers 
too and ruthes toadorne this ſacred 
Cradle, which, I. efteeme not to be 
a durtic ſtable: but tooke: vpon. it 
with more delight then an imperiall 


Pallace. I will open the windowes 


withall, thatthe day-light may shine 
in, and the holy Angelles may flye 
in from aboue, and: fill: the whole 
roome with a hcauenly melodie. I 
will keepe a diligent watch at the 
dorc , laſt Herode might enter to 
deſtroye the child, whom I haue 
vndertaken carefully to keepe : for 
rather would I ſuffer my ſelfe tobe 
flayne, then cuer heshould layc his 
facralegious handes ypon him. Bute 
1 flight be neceſlarie, and he fo 
thinkegood, I amreadie toaccoms-- 
paignic him into Agipt, 


— 
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7. Againe when the shipheards 
come, I will -opcn the dooreand re- 
cciue them with :toy , and conduct 
them into 'this eternall kinge his 
Prefence. For rothem-it was that the 
Angell announced this M ylerie; 
and leade them to vititc him.;.they 
were carried thither by+deuotion; 
and the: defire of publishing- the 
diuine prayſes leade them. backo 
againe. | 
$8. Nay more, when the kinges 
Shall comefromthe caſte; I will run 
our. with alacritic to meetc thole 
noble gueſtes being Countes and” 
kinges ;. and, after  dge ſalutation 
and reſpeCtes tendered; L will invite 
them to enter into this Courte to'{ce 
the kingeand Queene, v hoſe won 
derfull agne $shines in the Heauens. 
When they enter þ will enter tao?: 
when -they-adore I will adore, and 
when they ofer, 1 will offer my ſclfe 
vp intirely : yea what cuer | can pro- - 
cure, will frecly offer in Holocauſta 
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to our Lord, and when they retur- 
ne heme to their owne contries,: I 


will gay ' tif inthe Courrte, 'and 


ſcruethe kinge my Maſter; and his 
bleſied mother the perpetually glo - 
rious Virgine Marie. None'shall 
be able to call me backe from this 
Courte ; Noe Bull , no aurhoritie, 
nopreſcntes, no promiſe hall be 
of force to remoue me from hence. 
will I make my yillandTeſtament: 
Here I will coclude an cternall Lea- 
gue, Here will I liueand dye and 
all will be paſt and done with me. 
Pleaſc, I beſeech thee, Bleflad Marie 
my deare Miſtreſle, to admitt me 
into thy ſonne my Maſter's (eruice 
and thyne, and that I may execute 
the ſame with all deuotion and reuce- 
rence. For I had farre rather ſtay 
here, and begge. with you, then 
Lord-itand regalc-it with the Kin- 
ges and Princes of this world. Yea 
though it were requiſite to goe abro- 


de abegging, Ile preſently out, and: 


- 
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begeee h for vs all. Andif none 
viLctarcany thinge on vs, Lwill 
humbly-beſcech the holy Angells, 
and they wall not fayle to ſend vs 
downe cnough and cnough from 
Heaven. For in licu of breade, they 
will shewre downe heaucnly Man- 
na. .O Jeſus the true Manna of eur 
hartcs, which is full of all kinde of 
delightes, rhou art our foode, and 
our conſolation. Here the ferugyr 
of deuotion{peakes , and what cuer 
is cooked in thisplace, hath an cx+ 
cellent relishe' to the Louer, I ;be- 
ſeech theealſo venerable father lo- 
ſeph (who art ſo called, as well by 
reaſon of the dignitic of thy'Mini- 
ſteric, as alſo to conceale the haly 
ſecreete) to vouchſafe to admirt me 
tos be thy. aſſiſtant, Order ſome 
thinge tobe brought, to comfort the 
Mother and her child', and. I will 
be! readic' .to complic with that 


 dutic. 


9. Ah had I knowen when you 


# os © 
Y 
_ 


ried my Lady: Miſtrefſe her cloke;: 

or loſeph: his bagge all the longs 
way they went 21: would-withia 
haue- procured: them'a lodgirig. .Q- 
God'that I had: bene/at {o neere a 
diſtance, as to haue heard: the holy 
Angelles finge, and-that this great 
toy. might/hayc bene related-tame; 
Good Icſus hay merrily 'and ſpee+ 
dily | would '1 hauc: ſprunge ro:Be- 
theelem; and if poſſible have: out- 
run theshipheards , that ſo I might . 
haue'had che happinesto have ſecne: 
my:new borne Maſter the veria firſt 
of all, And had they - returned to 

their flocke againe, I would: hauc 

ſtayed. with God a:child.o1-would 

'rather' /haue: abandotried: all i-the 

-gheepe, then hauc forſaken; my. 
keſus, yea or cucn to haue ſold the / 
'whole flocke; that 'T' might: haue 


- 
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fedde my Lord and Maſterand his 
familie, But ir is nor: grantedto all; 
to! ſee the'Word of Gad incarnared;. 


and/fo innocently layd inthe man*+ 


ger. Marric now,nt4s preached to all 
men and-'proclamcd tothe whole 


'world. So that if any will belecue, 


and deſire to be ſaved , and will 
come to'thischilde with an iatiredd 
cleane / hart, he shaltobrayne the 
retmiflion of all his finnes at his holy . 
handes, and. hall afrer thismottall 
life, bythe aſſiſtance of his" grace; 
inſoy life everlaſting, ' : 


— ee eo re. 


of defire of frenng and 
" kiſing Hef. 


) Hewe wif ; oa Jet th'y 

-Vayce ſoun in; my ares: 
} for *Ly voyceris ſweete and 
thy face comiely. Theſcare 
the wordes of the« louing ſoule- ro 
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the moſt {weere Chriſt Ieſus., But 
beſcech thee © blefſed baberogrante 
that 1 alſo may pronounce theſe 
wordes in the defire of my ſoitle. 
For whencan I poſſibly be ſaciated 
with thinking and ſpeaking of thee, 
ſince thou art the: \Tves..4 of my 
countenance,and my God? Letme 
therfor. ſee thy face and/' my ſoule 
Shall be faued, As often as Iam add 
looke vpon me with mercy, and my 
ſoule will be conforted. Thom art my 
hope from w; youth., and vato an 
Fient age andold-yeares, o Lord, fors 
ſake me not, © how amiable and 
{weete thou art become to.men, for 
whom, thou wert ſo gracious as to 
be madea lidechilde For with that 
loue thou draweſt me to thee, and 
ſtrongly ingageft me in thy loue. 

2.0 ior weete, and moſt loging 
childleſus;pleaſethis day rorake vp 
thydelightes with me in ſome ſmale 


proportion. My ſoule loues, thee be. 


cauſe thou haſte firſt loued me: Yes 


vt 
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it hath plcaſed thee to deſeende from 
thy inaccelſible an celeſtial} Abede 
into-this: wordly prifon to vifite 
and/comfort me',, monied onely'by 
thy ſingular greate charitie and in 
comparable- {wcetnefſe shewed to 
me. O whata/{ingular benefit thou 
haſt done'me incoming at this pre 
ſent: how wiſely and ſweetly haſt 
rhou performed the worke by 2pea- 
reinginſo gracious a manyer. Thou 
haſte patt on humane'narure,raking 
yp6 thee the ghape' of a moſt beauri: 
fall-clilde; thou {(' who'remaynedſt 
alwayes in thy diuinitic pure and 
fimple' « ichour all- forme or figure, ) 
doſt - out ſtrippe'all' vnderſtanding. 
But I beeing' a poore” fillie creatore 
could frame no conceipt- of ſuch a 
ſubſtance whichexceeded all forme 
and 'shape, and therfor to condef- 
cende tomy weate capacitic, thou 
haſt. taken my nature vpon thee, 
laying before myne eyes the shape 
pf man which is well knoxento me; 


ak as 
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that ſo by the neereneſſe of nature 
thou mighteſt make agreataffcRiv 
appearc ; andby the yidble aſpe@tof 
a man,, thou mighteſt leade:me'by. 
the hand , as it were, to-the inuiſt- 
ble ſubſtance of thy Deirie. Y 
3. O molt ſweete wiſdome of God 
incarnated !. how {weetely and wi: 
ſely thou doſtallure me by.thy amia- 
bleinfancie. Now turne deare Lleſus 
thy: face ynto me, and doe:not re- 
roue me fromamong thy children, 
= afforde me a merrie contenance; 
that. by the ſight therof my harc 
may be reioyced, and from. thence 
bleſſed: with a new ioy. Happie that 
houre , wherin thou- beholdſt me 
with thy pious. eyes, andaffordſt me 
the gracc I ſogreedily.couet: forthis 
is anargumet of thy clemencie. This 
giues me confidence, and comfort, 
T his invites me alſ{o-to drawe neere, 
to kifle thy feete, thy handes , and 
bleſſed mouthe, O ſacred facte moſt 
worthy of all deareimbratemercs,s 
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the tender and litle feete of my Lord 
1cſus Chriſt cruded yp within the 
narrow. ſtraightes of a manger, 
which muſt: hereafter walke for me, 
and'be wearyed many atyme. Alas 
you endure no litlecold, while you 
want perhapps clothes to couer, and 
fire to warne you, Theſcaretheten- 
der and bcloued Feete of my Lord 
my Sauiour, which muſt in tyme 
be pearſed with sharpe nayles.\Then 
you will be all goric bloud, which 
now - patiently: ſuffer; the nippin 
froſte, Theſe are the righteſt fects 
that" cuer were to beare abrode'the 
ioyfull tydinges of peace prepared 
ro performea sharpe-rough iorney; 
allotted to point outtheway of eter- 
nall' Galuation to the world; Theſe 
are the fcere of mercy and iuſtice at 
which the fthiopians $hall fall 
downec, the diuells shalle flie, and 
kinges and princes hall adore, 
Then $hall the penitent ſinner ap- 
proche, and deuoutely kifling them 


they $hallobrayne grace and pard6; 
4. 'O dearc:chald permitt menot 
onely to: kiſle, bleſle and prayſethy 
fecte, but thy: hands and thy/heade - 
t00,and thootherpartes of thy ble(s 
ſed body. O'the moſt daintie whire * 
handes ſodelicatly made char there 
is not any chingeicither {uperfluons 
or deficient. T hefe arethy handes © 
Lord which-anade and framed me; 
and now cometorepaireme, Theſe 
will aſliſte me to worke faithfully, 
and ſtrengthen'me with amanly for- - 
ce againſt! many tentations Theſe' 
will-fupport me in Good that I'fall 
not;;and rayſeme from euill , that I 
deſplaire not. Theſe will impart be- 
nedidctions/to'hileones , and-curea 
number of infirme-perſons. Theſe 
will fight againſt the Diuelland mw | 
all his power tonothinge Theſe wi 
many yeares:hence'be nayled , © 
the Croſle;'  and-greate. ſircames of 
bloude--will . ſpringe 'from them. 
Theſe being {pread out 'ypon the 
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 Croſſewillpecitionfor me,and their 
woundcs will - obtayne [pardon for 
my-linnes, Theſe will open the ga- 
res of paradic deftroye thoſe of thell 
- nd deliver the prifoners which are 
" detayncd therin. Theſe at the day 
of Doome, $hall appeare to all men 


4 . withtheir ſcarres, andshal}euidetly 


== , What greate thinges God 


' zhoth did and ſuffered forthem, Ler 


chat-left hand ſuſtayne my heade; 
and that right hand imbrace me O 
if-t can. but, obtayne this {o greatea 
bleſſing how happic shall I be? 

5, But now ” this, L will take 
more confidence' and enen dare'to 
aducnturea kiſlc of thy mouthe,and 

ince my lippes vpon-:thy facerd 

ippes, being. emboldened by cha- 
ricie. For though the highneſle of 
thy diuinitie deterres me, yet: doth 
theliknefle ofthyhumanitie, andthe 
delicious charme of thy litleneſſe in 
thy inſtancie wonderfully  prouoke 
me. O the ſacred and Sec 
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mouth of my Lordreplenished with 

wiſdome and grace ! Thou wilt 
reach merhe wayes of life, thou wile 


fill me with joy and-gladnes: Thou 


wilt comfort mewithaGood Sermd 
mdeede; for jfrheSerm6ofa learned 
man be often gratefull to vs, how 
much mere aggreable muſt thegra- - 


tious wordswith flow fr6 thy mouth 


needs be? Qh the hbie ſweete mourh 
of my Lord and maſter ! how beauti 
fullarethy lipps! how white are thy 
teerh ) how ſycerly will thy word 
flow fromthee- I, this mouth; of my 
Lord, will ſpeake/iudgement and 
iuſtice, hewill {myte the impious 
with his lipps , and exterminate the 
wicked fromthe face of the carth. 


the ſcriptures; and diſclo ery 
ſecretes ofheaut. He will make ma- 
nifeſte the counſells of hartes, and 
deſtroye' the wiſdome and inuenti6s 
of men; The lands will be filent m 


thy fight, and theprinces and kinges 


of the 
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of the-earth; "will Rand .aſtenihied: 
Noblc and ignohle shall beconuers 
red; and the learncd : shall: filence 
their lipps. Becauſe when God [pe 
kes,all the cornersof the carth 
waxe] dumme. / And '-cuen all -the 
powers ofthe Heavens, shall ſtoope 
ro thy commandes. 

:/ 6, O: the pretious . and golden 
mouth ofthe:Holy of H olycs! whoas 
worthy to kiflerhee butonce onely, 
or cu&totouch a haire of thy heade? 
None but that pure and holy ſoule 
who ſaid:Ler him kifſe me with & 
hifſe of bis month. The ſoulethatlos 
ues;demides 2 k ifſe:but she that fea- 
res, dares not approche. Nothing 
doth fo much reconcile vs to God, 
nothing dorh ſo much appeaſc _ 
a as the! veraloncabty him , and 

the” contempr i our ſelues. 1 be. 
ſeechthee deare childe, my ſweeteſt 
Ieſus; thou licle - greate childe, vſe. 
this mercy to thy ſeruant, as roads: 


mitt him by-an |humble s ietions 


mo 


_— 
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- riefſetotouch-and imbracetheo, and 
to>kifle thee with kiſles: of loue, 
whilſt thou art-yct a; child and lod. 
[nei in-a.'manger.. Foriſo thou art 
burd morcdcliciouſly;thou art.un- 
braced:more-dearely-zthowart:car- 
ried»morc eahtily 3 and art:farrce-lefle 
feared. But thou being once come to 
mans-cſtate, there is nomore; doing 
in'that {orte'; thou art then to vn- 
dertake thinges of. more'maturitic. 
All thinges haue their-tymes. Its 
now a tyme of imbraccing: but then 
it wiltproue a.ryme of lamenting. 
W. was" 2s a k iſle of the mouth;thou, 
$halcbe preſented with acuppe c6+ 
poſed of] birter ingredients, Now 
the. ivy of the Natiuitie is ſv cete 
and inſeaſon;; Butthen! great ſorow 
and: compaſſion is farre-more-ſute- 
able, when'thou- art-{tretched - out 
naked ypon .the Croſſe, who. art 
now wrappedypin wadling dothes 
andlayd in amanger:! '-/ 7, 
TOs me-moſt louing child: " 
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kiffe of thiy chariticFand.recoiuemn 
change the'ſeruice:of my humilitic.. 


myifergentdelire 72nd 
Lageevpon pn _—_ 
mouth; «hd letirbe tome a ligne of 
Peace; andiatband of mutuall loue 
which can'neueribeyntyed: 1-know, 
idamevitfiderrofir; chatthy rout 
cti&3s:!ſquuvrayne, Mga tadies thy: 
itnbfraces yhices;thy kifle imprintes 
loovemouthartes: Whom thowin- 
wardly reacheſt thou) cures:of /car- 
lates. whim thoutumbra« 
tthouwiitetvnrochee andwhonm 
thoudoſt /fwecrly 'kiſſe chow infla« 
melt. with thy! - ho) Now-:let , me 
kno# Whiturhon' chinkeſ ofit;and | 
makeimectperiencewhatiis ſaid; © 
"Take, faith the'child, a kiſle and: 
viderftand' the imiſterie : for .none: 
knowes' bit who receiues'it,” an 
nofi6feceincs ir; bur'he that havhs 
leardvirdwalke in ſpirit.) ThenT: 
kifſethee ; when-I infaſe thergiftof 
wy loue-into. thy hare. Then Lims: 
H 1 
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brace thee, when 1'draw alltheaffe- 
Ctions- of thy: hars-ypro me, ſathar 
tacre 4s: n0thing: My wreatupes. that 
catuctther: itewe-trethus thees Bale 
then. ic is that thoi:-kiſleſimeg when 
thou arieontrite withialiteercloucy 
and .ſcck oſt. cofart fromnocreature, 
Thowkifleſt; my: fcere!, than doſt 
follow. thc ohmy:humi+, 
litic rather. out of-loue-then feare, 
Thou kifle& wy hands,-4fthowdoſt 
aſcribeall]thy-Good workss; as well 
thetb:alneatierdonhe, ay tholt goibe: 
done hiencafter, not th+1hy(elfe Lint, 
roche; And: then'thou <A Dmcs | 
me: , when. thou feeleſt; thy, ſelfe. 
vuirediti ws byichcinrhoſt: @ion., 
of thy} harty{and> clifpeſt:me.ſgary 
demt|y/that.chou weuld{tbe _ 
myne, reſcruingtouhy ſclfe-noe 
of thyme: owBe.: wn WS There» 
miaydt pronofinee! with the-ſpenſs: 

ik chk! Canticles my! beloued! + 55 | 
rev roar I his-whofeedes @monrpift | 
TE thou didſt frecky: and- 
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fglutly xclinguish hy (clfe.,and 
CHA ins bigs I would 
admitr into the number of my 
familiar Las ind'*inriche thee. 
withall the yerrues, For if any bg 
ee, By and gigcs oucr him 
ſelfe ro megT v ill'be reciprocally all 
his, and lyewholy opengo him, For 
therfor I am' God incarnated man, 
thatman may..þc bleed in me far 
cucr. T\gaue myſclfe whely ro 
thatman.mightgiuc hiaþial 
po »rael:{for; my dolls 
with the ſonrisdimen, to d 
1;\camvied{giue: the: kingdome.of 
Heovemairdlodde him by-che cons 
terapt | of the world: to: thei erexnall 
follbwshippe-bfthe Angolts: 51-1 
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HE God mySanionr (Sals 


FRAday! holy. Mane; 
of our new ſakiatioripRoiopeeim: 


givitic prldoggutrs caxtplueady 

4+. 2-430ycc dthouchild-bearing Virgine; 

Tg 4 becauſe thou art free from the curſe 
wo "and. Shame. of , women. Worthily 
mayſt thou rajdycop Iclus thy Sa- 
ujourz becauſe chou comayncdſt him 
in thyiwdmbe, whom the Heaucns 
arenot able tocomp. ch:nd; ad with 


F 
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thy ſacred hands placed himinthe 
manger.  Worthily doſtrhouadort 
him being borne of thee in'tym 
whom' thou knoweſt ro haue' Go 
his Father aboue thee. Deferncdly 
doſt thou afford him the good oft- 
ces of a/Mother, who beſtowed vpun 
thee'the'effeQ'of an inviolable ge: 
neratioh. Worthily' doth thy ſpirit 
rejoyce inhim aboue all thinges; by 
whoſe grace and fauour* thou art 
_ madeſofublime and celeftiall,> Hea: 
nen'and carch'doe prayſe thee;hd! 
all their ornament and beautic offer 
thee Thankes giuing. Deareſt Lady; 
' let; my/ ſouleprayſe,andlcrill that 
1s within me; exnltwith ſingular res 

uerence in thy preſence, Noc tbr gue 
1s ſufficient to relate thy ay 
nor mynde of 'man to meditate'thy 
excellences.” And therfore' F bowe 
vnto thee with greateſt hitmilitie:'Þ 
mylde Marie Mather of God? Re: 
ceme my. atdenc prayers, and giue 
carc'to-thie earneſt defies: of yy 

; _ Him 
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hart with' an affectionate graciouf+ 
2. My ſoule defires to. ſeeTeſus; 
VYecauſe | well know thathe isxruly 
my (004, Shew me. that hidden 
Treaſure, which thou haſt lacked 
vp -.in thy /bolome. 1 beleeue thas 
Ieſus is the onely begotten ſonne of 
God, and the firſt-begotten of thy 
fruichfull Virginitic. Foonf:ſle him 
tobe my, God, my Creatour,and my 
Redecmour, who is this day borne 
for my-Saluatio, Him.ir is 1 defireto 
ſcechrough thy fauourable aſliſtice, 
and renercntly to adore him. Thou 
haſt foulded him vpin clothes, and 
thEce it is that he canot be eaſily (ee- 
ne nor Knowne by ſtrangers. For vn+ 
leffe. thou, 6 holy mother, vour- 
6hafc co shew him, who will deſerue 
tote him ? For by thee we haueac- 
ceſſe to the ſonne , and by the ſonne 
to the father, Shew him me then and 
it $hall be to me the prime and prin 
' Cipal thinge. I nether petition nor 
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ſeeks! forany bike ſolace /ſave le- 
ſus'thy ſonne, wy aqornl cer of thy. 
fingularioy. My Lady miſtreſle, holy 
Marie, I baucancarneſt longing de- 
fertto behold befus ; whom: I know 
thou loweſt before all, and aboue all 
thinges. I,I:ſus is my hartes dehire, 
my affeftion 'crycs after leſus. It 
thou. wilt, replyos slie, (ee Lefſus, 
thou muſt then havepure and clears 
eyes. | 1f' you couctft/to ſet Iefus 
earnesſtly enJeuour to behaue thy 
{elfe'dcuoutly and humbly in all 
thinges, If you will ſoc leſns., you 
muftabandonneall terreanc thinge: 

and'cuen contemne your 1ſelfe. O my 
dearely beloued Marie. I know L 
am to too. impure. and farre. too 
vawotthy to looke vpon thy ſonne- 
YerreſtIcannottil] I haue-a fight of 
him. 1 cannot conteyne my ſelfe 
from ſuing,the abundance of hartie 
affetion compells me to prouec im- 
ortune, I know he defires to be 
d to,aud.rhow willingly befci- 

y 
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-3- O: leſus ſonneof Godz1 boſeech 
ther hauc mercy vpori neshewirhy! 
ſelfero: : fool: than ſEkidthbe; and 
couets toſec thy countenance. Why 
wouldſt thonicome/ into the world, 
if thou wouldftnat befeene by men3 
why wouldſt thow:be borne, ibchow 
wouldftnot ibe knownez/ And why 
didſt 'thou chuſe to be-purin this 
place , but: that; chou mighteſt be 
found; with:ihdre- facilitic , and\be 
fecneand poſſeiſed moremanifeſtly? 
F was not Nel adodegos into Hea-- 
uen- to ſee thee,” and therfor did(t 
thou-come. into: the 'world that we 
might' have thee at hand. Doenor 
therfor deney:rithy ſelfero-me; or:els 
thou compclleft me to lament. and 
mone. If chou-wouldeſt not be ſeence 
why didſt, thou reveale: thy: ſelfe:to 
the Sipheinds 2 for they came with: 
ſpecde andſaw thee. Ifthou deſireſt 
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to be concealed; why didſt thow-call 
 thekingesto thy eradle by the ma- 
niſtecic ofa ſtarres Nayithoudelireſt 
certainly ro be ſeene'; beeauſe'thoa 
mak eſt thy ſelfe be foughe by many. 
And' therfor muſt ſee thee too, 
And thonghTbeneither, shipheard 
nor-Kinge, yet at 1 one that wit- 
lingly would be of thy* sheepe, and 
be gouerned by his Superiours: And 
vnleſle I ſee thee 1 will not "repoſe, 
nor willl bequiete till I have thee 
in my poſſeſſion.. Grant then that] 
"may (ec thee; and thou shalt ſoone 
ſee me ina peaceable filence.-- For | 
thou art - that 'dearcly - belgued 
:whom Ldefire to ſee; I carc not for 
| ſouth heaven ard Wecks and ſci ,and 
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nounce it nh once, but it chall lb. _ 
Memorandum for ever. _ demids 
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is short”, but I deſire co infiſte-long 
vpon it. Come nowthen and (atighe 
my :delire, and replenish. me with 
the light of thy countenance. If thou 
doſt refuſe me this, know that thou 
daſt nor a litle contriſtate me : And 
if thou makeſt me ſadde, who will 
be able to comfort me} For. came 
not I-hither to- be: comforted by 
thee, and excecdingly to reioycein 
that light > | 
4. Come, faith he, 0chou mano 
ood deſires, come and (ce. I am le- 
{us whom thou ſeckeſt. If cherfor 
thou ſeckeſt me let all other thinges 
be gone. Applie thy hart hither and 
behold thy i Lord. Behold me-in 
ſpirit, as.did-the holy Prophecies of 
old, who being enlightened by faith 
forecold that 1 was to be borne of a 
V irgine, For: here the eye of the 
hartis-required, and ſuchian-oyebe- 
holds mc; butthe: bodily-eye isnoc 
neceſſaric herein ; yea, forthemoſt 
part, it is preiudiciall, For he-that 
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belecues inme, {ces me : and hecthac 


| laues: me inoyes me;: And therfor 


by. belceuing | in me thou $hals (ee 


me::and' by Jouing: me thou-$halt 


pollelſe me. Obſcruerhis diligemly, 
and conlider it,and thy ſouleshall 
be. comforted., Looke ypon my hu- 
militic, and pouertie, and thou shale 
find much cdification therin. Eye 
all that is round about we, and thou 
Shalt mecte with nothing that ſauets 
bf curioltie: {ce how when F was 
riche; and full. ofall Kore, I became 
re-and neceflicous. for thy laue. 
Obſerue how like a pilgrimel live 
vpon the earth , nor was | borneina 
houſe ofmyne owne, but in an Inne- 
Ponder all chaſe thingesfully- -;: 


5. So-it wa* indeede,, my Lord: 


Ieſus, and thence my ſoule takes 
compaſſion on - thee, ſceing | thy 
wr one eg.v ra conn is ſufi- 
ciently reproucd by myne owne 1m- 
k— ſuperfluicie, If rhy 
yerie begining! be ſuch,)whar' will 
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rhyne end*be> To witr thou that 
'cameſt co ſuffer, madeſt choyce-of 
-pouertit 'and abieftion;in-licu of 
Tiches and honours;:Behold yerfur- 
ther,my hands and fecte; (ee how 
I am bound yp like an impotent 
perſon ', remayning - vnder” 'my 
mothers care, weeping and — 
like one- of rhe ſonns-of meti. An 
how canſt thou laugh, while thou 
doſt conſider that a God weepes for 
thee. Behold my faire ;pleafant,and 
gratious countenance which isable 
to banishall ſadneſfſe and- vexation. 
Yer mynd not onely this exteriour 
beautie , which, as well the goodas 
badd may cqually beho[d,and which 
as yer the enemic is able-to defile, 
but extend the eyes of thy hart to 
my inward and permanentbeaurtie, 
Obſecrue therfor what a-great'loue 
T ha& to'thee, who would'become 
man-'for>thy' fake; 'Confiderimy = 
wiſdome which I referucd-intire, 
becauſe I tooke'thy nature ypon 
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| cmepayd thy pu- 
nishment;;þutnorthy cryme; Ob. 


ferue the* fulnefle of grace which. I 


bronghr:: mtoithe iwortdj:ahd che 
fupernaturaltlight which 1 deſired 
ro infaſe 1nto; Ho 'hartes: of all rhe 
faichfull. Whom of all the Saintes or 
men, had; ſo /great a delire of my 
hichrnadioi as. 1. had co be incar» 
nated ?For as fone as eter the tyme 
appointed arriued I was inſtantly 
concoiued 'God-man- the; Angell 
announcing [the : fame, and/Marie 
conſenting . therynto, Waighther= 
for-my ineſtimableloue', who vholy 
burnt with the-defire of mans Salua+ 
tio, and: Redemprtion-, and'was 
ablorro. dency hin nothing thatxas 
neceflarie :/ or; _—_— _ 
vnto; | |: 

6410 that thowdidf nov:agly 
moſt: ardently-þurning harry arid 
foals, madre fn ertedinatoimerijln 
rhatdiuincloue-which Ihauetorhee; 
thou wouldſt never ceaſe'to loucand 
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with 'the interiour cocaafeke fanla 
how'diuire:and humane nature arc 
wedded togeither in, dne perſon and 
how this moſt-excellenr; vnion ire- 
maynes vnſcparable. Conſider the 
circumſtances of both the natures 
according to thy'poſlibilitic and de> 
fare: For all 7 $0099 pes of Gods 
wiſdome lye hidd/ in me ; nor. can 
any man without me, hauc hope of 
falution in his life ryme, nor of lifc 
cuerlaſting at his death. Lec thyne 
eyes therfore: be- continually fixed 
vpon me, and thy hart alvayes re- 
mayne with me: and repoſe inme 
aboncall chethinges thatcan poſli- 
bly. be deſired; For Iam thy Lord 
God who made thee mo tooke 
thy-nature ypon-me, that [ might 
'draw'theeto- me; Ceme tome with 
aliſccuritie, tamrhy. brother,,-and 
am preparcd to. dye-forthec. Why 
adelaye it Draw nceve: mas 
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kehaſte, bidd fare well roallthinges, 
which arc not. indcede thyne., and 
doe but ſcrue to hinderthee, Ifhou 
'daſt. thus ,thop $halt find thy Belo- 
ucd , in. whom thouskalc moſt hap- 
puy reioyce., and: beare all aduer- 
bries//with more facilitic. Haue 8 
ſpeciall care that no wayward and 
looſe defires enter into thy hart, 
which may hurt, and diſturbeut; 
yanely implaye, or inwardly ob- 
{cure the ſame, Nothing gught to 
be admitred betweenertheeand me, 
which might hinder ynion , demis- 
nish. charitic, take away libertie, 
blemish ,puritic ,.or diſquicte the 
peace of the hart. Bur who is ca- 
pable, of this, & Lord?-Marrie»he 
that belceues noching can |ſuſhc; 
him ſaue the chaife Good, which1 
.am,from w hom is all good, in whom 
are all good thinges , be they in 
heauen or carth ; in the Sea-and an 
all thoſe deepe bottomes. He, that 
ſeekes me - before all thinges 
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and aboue alediag and keepes 
me continually in his: hart: . who 
deſpiſcrh/him elfe for me;and loues 
-me purely for my owne fake :he I 
fay ; is able to contemplate , behold, 


and prayſc me ns to'exulte in the 
holy Ghoſt: rogeither: withy/Matie, 
now Ad HE LE, 3 Hm; HI7Y 
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.THE XI. SERMON, 


HH 6vu Tefin ſ loft \and found 
| in the Te = 


 ER>IEES F- E child file \roWay- 
' <] ned in Hieruſalem, and 
| (EP 1 parentes knt iy it not. 

Ag) EAF Thou haſt hear d.,6 


1-H. © Faithfull ſoule;hown ich. 
in:cheſe few dayes the amiable 
Jeſus reucaled himſelfe ro-the/$hi- 


*pheards ahd- Kinges, and what a 


——_ pultevibus, rs 
huge” yoyrchitiphs: 'to his parerives; 
arid'chereaccruedno ſmalei6y,ctiett 
to thee top, by reaſsn'of hea buns 
Jance-i of -gpod 'Wewſcs” rHowithen 
heardſt,.Buc alas Yar _ 
and'dolotousbaflites lath happened 
this day, which\tuftlyfrikes the 
karcesiof Hall chealifoiys with 
vſtonishmens Fe wel cdifbroupht 
bhi bcloud& toſ W16lb6tby his'pas 
Fenrs; and ;ay mevenen/arthartyme 
whopthey went yp to the Temple 
toxrhe' Solemide Oifultareha 
of the hand/lof vheHightft vForaf 
kefus be-lolly)what-f6y caft the hart 
of 'man; rake finte he thathath loſt 
lefas;hatlvloſt moretheh thie whole 
Avoeld/ Hadi not Verne Bene they 
dialeltay dart &/Hcfits Kituloft 
Helis iy che! way? Alas «hats ſo- 
{lamnitie is this DS which i cl6ided 
., wich. fo famirie 2 For there 
| begs", he oats ſoon eheht 
Tthatzhe vic Fords. fult:i64b 
Ser no ori fouls harbobr wy 
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doubr,-but what Marie was: much 
tos this loſſe af her 2g 
H nat; remeyned, privatly 63 
Nazarezh with muth gaote iopand 
content > then. $0 haje ap aredahi$ 
day in Hierpſalem 2 Burthacpipus 
mother - would;,by any ,mcanes ob - 
_ the. .cuſtome of the holy laws; 

d  affard. GE ary, exarhple,iof 
obedience to 4}1 men; "And 
therfore long her ownc houſe.and 
citie , $hewould yiſkethe Temple gf 
Gag. 'togeither withiher-ſonne! aud 
loleph: Now'to-chey.hen phtidne, 
and for Wy arcetaduantage Glad 
permizeed arie tg looſe her fonne, 
and bceing loſt,to-ſcekeihim with 
farrow:to find bin twodeyes 
afcer, i " che holy Temple; and:rb 
bring: home hers ndrecuſureyich 
more/i0y: 
| a+: Bur, N bleſſed. parentex, how 
came it to paſſethat, ; dufkred fo 
beloucd a child to; himſelf 
from, your, preſence? Where werc 
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your cycs.; whanthry-waorenotfized \ 
ypon Hicruſalem2 How-shall Lcx-+ 
culc, 49 great:a; negligence an yjou 
Wereſyau hotwotthy: tolldaſehim, 
whom .yol-Kefit: with: fo! licleveaves 
But againe ,how doe 1.dare repres 
you:;tq termaſk-holy and devonte 
I all thinges? Andohow: durſt this 
beft, child; goe) any where-withour 
your pritnicic-and- permiſſion 2 Did 
he-nor ſecine| to. miniſter /you! oC 
calionrat exceflidiefotrow, in abſen- 
ting: hit(cie; folong fromthe eyes 
okyoulr Revercnces? Iv as it happly 
lawfull for himto doe what he plea - 
ſed/beetitſe whathe did, he did with 
God Ir pleaſes mbwell, Þccauſe it 
ſo-plealed: hinizwhom nonercanare 


gnedf doingamiſſe,being God him- 


{e}fe. For>thie ct wifdome of 
the: Farber! conlddecinothing vn+ 
wiſely whadilpoſcrbefall 


in-equitie. Hedid all thinges welt 
th > not onely whem he reuex. 


bd 
o 
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ewe na hobbhe: hid hr crow 
his:Bcloued:fos \certaine cauſes. 

3utAbdlefas aſcended WTR 
lkemnitic of thelegall-Feaſte, novts 
be:{andtifyed according, tothe Law 
or-:2o | purifte; his \confcience"tby 
prayer _ vasborneholy burr 
pubchiace pardois far 'v$y and (each 
vs eivfvequait the: Churtch'to ob< 
teybe heauenly-benefires,/He; being 
the Lord andMaſterofall men;wene 
intothe ChurtkrohtarethdſeNit- 
ters avdDothonrs-: that ctifldyew 
and- young: ybathes might Tearne 
( even: from their: renders t0- 
readeiziito. Erequont «the? y 
harken:# , ne 3] 6 be 
attemivetocheir Maſte lotedrjm 
about 'the ſtreetes ,, nor fpend their. 
tyme'in/idle fi $; Becauſc.rthe' 
arddyiefironflobrbin xhe'Artes;is; 
4 great 6rfiarhenis-80'pe fy 
andthe: viiderftanding is: itiabledi 


"OO to make progrefle:inche'di.: 
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vine {criptures;;/that thence E"4 
may be.more loued by the more fre- 
quent hearing: ofthe word of ,God,' 
being dlearely exponded by the,Dor. 
ous and committed io. the baok e. 
of a happic:\memorie, So. that the. 
child lefus .gaue an exemple both, 
tothe:young and old tocontinuethe 
Rtudie.of -wholſame wildome, that 
none:might rehuayne.1dle;none giue 
carsiro- vane toyes-: bur hat boyes 
Should humbly heare their Maſters, 
deligently aske their doubts. of chena 
and' fudieregalariyand orderly:and. 
that -o1d) men < according ;t9 their, 
mecaſure of grace, andthe capacitie 
of younge yourthes )should prud&uly 
teach and faichfully.deliuer the ru- 
les: pffaithasthey had:reciued. chem 
fr6uhe haly Apoltles.and Propheres, 
by tradition: to thend that. all thole 
that heare the word may know leſus. 
lirting inthe midſt ofthe DoRours,, 
and. ill increaſe more. and more. in, 
that knowledge; and'deuourly giue. 
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- God, whoconferred that 
grace ypon the Dofours. Alid'as 
| Maſters exceedethe' reſt in dotrine 
and-wiſdome, ſo ought they toex- 
ecHe-them/ /in-good* life ; and well- 
compoſed manners; Lertherfore as 
well Ts learned as vnlearned, ſtndic 
to imitate "thoſe holy examples of 
humilitie - and © obedience left by . 
keſus Chriſt,and toſubie@rhem(ſel- 
ves tothe diuine will. For Chriſt,n 
oy oe =s <xare gaucan exemple of 
achild oftwelyeycares 
Wi. wy heat Docodpd ate 
once: He/gauceare to' maſters and 
humbly - bowed  downe /as other 
children doe, and being moſt mildly ® 
checked by 'bis bl mother'; he 
forthwith 4yillingly obeyed hispa- © | - 
reAty 15nd went Away: With rfvem | 
ns in his manners, as 
tly ſabje&es all humane ad 
divitie 1ahhes,/avwhs fittingand de-- 
cent; av well it what wasro-be done; Ti 
55 What was to belefryndone, - 7 
4+ Grant 
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oath Grant me, WIE, © Lord; ] 
more bg bs looke i "eo. 


Gamerhingots EL 


WET Gco eſe thou walt preſe 
fo. "Hesh. , thou did; ;once yas of 
with thy. mother, in in that; She Joſt 
thee, and, found, the again How = 
often, alas, docl hole the by the 
demirites, of my finnes? how ſadd] 
walke when am deferred by thy = 
grace 0 and Fo env PER. ex 

dmiſerie witho ation! 

Wha vood be kc er fon if L.or 

ent; .and * mone.,. ing 


Bec f thy ſomeone on: 
o all hopes.s , 


hall Ak how. Tag 
yo bow. irk gy 


wherin 1 want digine. .con 
ſe my. beloued I; 
rtcr. is. abfent; and, 
when he "yn Ffuron againe Z Whee 
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+" .$hall I doe, whither Shall I goo 
ſecke Icſus whom my ſoule Touky? 
"Where is he now;'who is wont'to 
'refoyce | me with {ingular toy? 1 
Ld abs; [ know, hat if we 
& Will to hide him(elfe, none will be 
able to find him out, none will come 
neere him, none will apprehend him 
becauſe his hourc is not yet-come. 
And apaine, if he plcaſe to diſcouer 
himſelf: he is inſtantly at our doore, 
heenters inwhile the gates are snutr, 
ke” viſites the houſe” of our” ſoule; 
ad makes himfſelfe knownie by fo 
certaine' proofes, that there. is no 
neede to aske who art thon 2 Be- 
cauſe-thefire'of loue infuſed' imtothe 
hare makes ' manifeſte” that Teſus 
is come'; aud he''ir was: which 
wrought all rheſe wonders, In the 
tynic ofthis 'tryall;Iamofttroubled 
and aMiQcd 'in my (elfe, and ftand 
i admiration/stthisthy ſecrete di- 
tribution” of * thy fauours, © moſt 
ſweete Iclus. Why , I beſcech thee, 
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doſt thou' ſo often and by ſorpriſe, gin 


as it were,'tryeme in fight, thou that 
art 'otherwiſe fo'ſweereand without 
pale *fiich as have alrcadic 'tryc#R 
knew what Þ (lay ;and'cucn al} they 
too, who deſire ro be thy Diſciples, 
Shall quickly experience the ſame. 
This proceeds nor-out' of puile or 
ipnorarice; but our'of a blefled zeale 
of -our” private -fpirituall aduance# 
ment. And therefore what I doe not 
throughly vnderſtid I rather wholy 
committ+ to thy v iſdome ,, which 
doth '' nothing without a certain 
reaſon, how'ener 'the cauſe 'therof 
1s vynknowne 'to me, Yet in this 
prime point of difficultic my miſcrie 
meetes: with no litle conſolation, in 
that my ſweete Lady Marie too did 
ence looſe Teſas , and much lamen- 
ted that she had loſt her ſonne , nor 
was $he content toreturne home till 
the} found Teſus her! ſingular / joy; 
whom while 'she miſt of whererhe 
conceined to: find him! _ found 

ij 
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| th, 
im. where; She. leaſt expected. For 
had she knowne he had bene (atting 
among the DoQours with lg much 
admiration, She had icither,not lor - 
rowed at that epcor; qrels he hed 
congratutazged with, her: moſt 'blefied 
ſoune (ecing his {olemneattes, and 
wiſe an{wers. Therforelecſus is nor 
alwayes found where he is fought, 
but.is often, there , where hes leaſt 
concemed to þe.;., 1 nth 
5-' Ler none therfore. preſume as 
though he poſlclicd Jeſus algneLet 
nonecontemne aw other. Degauſthe 
knowes not bow gratefullone naaybe 
1ethelighr of God,though heappea- 
re. nat {otro men, bat ourwardly fee- 
mcs-abie@and vale. For: cuen Jeſus 
himlclfc way ypykngwne romanys A 
few onely knowing how iexcellet ad 
great he was. He diſcoverd himſelfe 
ro whom- he pleaſed; and when he 
pleaſed; he hidd himlelfe. Yerdid-he 
all thinges profiteblyand witha iuft 
djſtribution..,1f 1 lople Ioſus:then, 


X is neither'4 ſtrange nor” a new 
thinge , yer | find it yery preiudiciall 
rome, anda great greifothart. How 
ouer I confelle my ſclfeguiltie, and 
worthy of 'many ſtripes ; becauſe I 
did not keepe my hart ſo watchfully 
as'I ought, bue [ went on with'teo 
much coldnefle and negligence, and 
therfore 1 loſt” the grace of. Iefus, 
. and I ktiow not who will reſtore it 
' me, yvnletfe he will pleaſe againeto 
takepictic of his poore ſeruamt.Moſt 
clemene'M other o drive away 
this my calamitic: aſfifte me, my 
dearce Lady , be preſent ro/ my ſuc- 
cour, 0 Virgine Marie, thou gate 
of life and now Doore indeed, | ſeeke 
comfort, I implore thyne aſliſtance. 
Thou beſt knowes what a greife ic 
is to haue loſt Icſus, and what an 
excolle of joy to find him againe. If 
it happened thus to thee, & moſt 
blefled Virgin, v ho waſt without 
fault, what wonder is it, if -his 
grace be not preſent to _—_ defire 

bij 
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who tranſgreſſe in ſo many things? 
But what am I to doe to finde him 
againe >: For if there be any hope.to 
find him, verily; ic. muſt-be-by thy 
counſell ; yea and by -thy meritcs 
too, Who art ncerer-and-dearer'to 
him- then all. of vs; Teache me ther. 
for the way ho # ta recouer my; Ben 
loued, and accompaignie me till 
find him out, And then hauing found 
and ſcene him;'I will inge with thee 
mn Wy and \[ubilie ſaying "I Let - all 
the monid. congratulate. with. me, 
becauſe 1 bane found whom my ſoule 
loueth. Anditis cucn he whomthou 
brought focth ,0 moſt chaſte Vir- 
gine Marie;, .; + ophg fu 26 
6. To- theſe thinges thus she re-+ 
plyed : Heare good counſell, imj- 
tate my cxample, andthy ſoule $hall 
be ya. Frans If at any tyme thou 
Jooſeſt Ieſus , be not difhident, be 
not [too ſolicitous and troubled :be 
not ſlouthfull , defiſte not from 
prayer, run not after terrcanc con- 


je 
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ſome; ſecreere - place , deplore thy. 
misfortuue., and .thou $hale find 
Ieſys .in .the; Temple, of, thy hart, , 
whom thou loſt by hy ſinnes whilſt, 
thou didft delight in vane. thinges... 
For'leſus js not- found in the ſtreetes,, 
ofthe . ciric.,,nor in the. troupes. of, 
ſporters, nor yetinthe ſand of thoſe 
that liue deliciouſly. : bur.inthe con, 
regation of the Iufte, and in; the; 
Chorch of the ſaintes. wy ; 


7. He.is ro, be ſpught with fighes, 


and grones, x.ho was lofk by duh 
LMUCH. 


lutneſle. Heis to be kepyit . 
watchfulneſle . and care,,who withs 


drew: himſelfe. through our  careq,. 


lefſenes. He is; to, be. ſacd to.with,, 


feare and reuerence,; who deteltes;, 
ſluggards and vograrefull pers6s. Me. 


is to becalled backe withall poſſible: 


humilitie, » ho: was. driuen away.; 
by pride. He ought. to Tala”. 
by frequent attentiue prayer , who. 
hcarcs not the yaneringgps vncan: » 
'I ij 
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anc dy reaſon of his we 
hare, He ought to be prayſed wi 


exceeding great thankes-giuing, who: 


15 readie" to beſtow his' grace.* *He' 


ought” to be 'imbraced "with 'toſt- 
ardent: ous; who ſpares all-, takes 
niercy' owall men, beſtowes Ris bleſ- 
ſmpes gratis 4nd is'tryed to refale 
his grace to none that ſcekes him. ' 


Aitid if 'at any tyme he delaye, yer 
he forfakes not im that perſeucrs 


in EY Yea enen whilſt he is not 


avare”, He” comes againe'to viſlite 


why; mores g h m more clea- 


rely, and inſtrutting him more can- 

cioufly ; thit*he' may'nener preſume 
of himſrlfe bur. hambly' and de- 
uontly © ediifide” in kim. If you ob- 


ſeriie theſe: thimges dilig) ently , you 


wi aickly a ppeaſe Iefus, you will 
find 'Icſus in Nicroſalem! becauſe 
hjs place 'is. made in Prace. lefus 
will preach the ſacred words of his 
mouth inthe Temple ofthy hart; 
Ieſus will ſtay with you all the day 


Wy 
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long asin his bed-chamber, He will 


reach 'you abour' all rhinges thar 


long to ſaluation, For what vertue 
and grace ſocueris found in Angells 
or men; or what'good focuer shines 
in creatures, all 1s his, We ought 
alwaycs therforc to inuoke leſus, 
alwayes ſceke him, alwayes defire 
him, alwayes remember him, al- 
wayes prayfe -hind, #Iwaycs yenes 
rate him, alwayes lone him, and 
offend © him-'m nothing at all; but 
worchipe and>adore him in all ſan- 
&icic and puritie, who is God, bleſſed 


' about allthitges for cuer and cuer. 
bs 
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a if, fourt UVAyes af. ſeeing | 
g9Tity A  Jefies 25) ? V * A [ 
PROF NS e717, , ret 
y LESSED be the 
eyes which ſet. \what 
J; youu. ſee. We imoitlt 
Pf ofien.call ghis [eee | 
dv ord;of. bur - Sar. 
niour I'z5v, $-CHRIST: to [\xemen- 
brance. To whom we muſt conti- 
nually rayſe the interiour eyes of 
our ſoule in ſpirit, whom the An- 
gells dcfire to Lehold, For the fight A 
of him reipyceth mans hart aboue 
all chinges: the fruition of him fills 
the whole deſire of the ſoule : his 
countenance is the yery beatitude 
of all the Saintes in heaus., But what | 
Shall they doe who being as yet pil- | 


or Meditations, hO3 
grimes in carth, and arctiotablero 
enioy the eternal{ brightnes of. his 
gloric 2 They shall ſc him , butnor 
yet. They sball ſee himat a diſtapite} 
not-as preſcntiand at hand: for zhey 
ſee him now by faith, but not yet by 
fight. They [tenow too,but by a glaſſe; 
in. s' darke. manner; but thenifetets 
Face. 'They-ſce: now/in:paſſinguby; 
butithen permanently ;They:lce pow 
imperfefly: and obfcurely ; burthen 
clearcly. and openly, They:lee now 
clearely ; in:ſo.much' as they belcene 
conſtantly and as chey ought bur 
then ' they» $hall dſeei|all thinges 
throughly and: without any vayle. 
Bleſſed be therefor thoſecyes, which 
now, .bchold. Jeſus: by: the light of 
faith; that they may afceryards [ee 
him -in his kingdome._ with! the 
Anyells of Gdd- And the conger= 
ſation of ſuch, perſons is {piritually 
an heauch,thoughthey baderayned 
asycerbodilyin eatthyui om Ain) 
. 2. But now tell me, © thou devoute 
I yj 
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and faithfull ſoule,, thon wholoueſt 
leſus- Chriſt with the whole ende- 
nour. of thy. hart, and laboureit/to 
follow his foorſtepps; tdll me; 1 ſay, 
if 'thou wert to chuſe; and it:were 
if thy poſlibicie:coſce Ieſus, in what 
forme wouldſtrhou wish to fee him? 
Whother'( wereitlawfultrofee him} 
would:thou:chufe: to ſce him lying, 
i amanget ; or futingamongſtthe 
Do@ours 3 or preaching to "he 
ple ; orcls hanging vpon the Crofle? 
Which ofall 5 +> Ai doth thou 
moſt:afle@ 2 what doſt rhou moſt 
fycetly irelidhe 2 Whar' doth moſt 
move thee ; I will not, ſaith he , be 
a chuſer in this behalfe. F will nor 
be at myne owne diſpoſe. 1 will not 
follow myne-owne inclination, nor 
be) leade by-myne owne bent, but 
will remayne: wholy 'content and 
fully ſatisfyed with/the good: plea+ 
ſure, of my: Lord/and:Maſter: telus 
Chriſt, who is able xo ſcarch-and 
inuifibly "dive 'into- the: ſefreate 


\) 


or Medtetions. 
corners: of my hart; char he may be 
allinalltome, to therexi- 
gltoinphiphing axlerys Lerhim freely 
bat he finds moſtagreeable in 
his bleſſed fight, let him shew him- 
ſelfeſuch, andin ſuch ſortas in moſt 
pleaſing 1n his diaine eyes :. for all 
chat he-doth 5 hall: be! welcome to 
me} Betauſef conſider the marcer 
aright ; > he 16 whole-atwdiintire rome 
incuery: oneofthole wayes. Norwill 
any varietic of his Shape or age, be 
able to alter the beleife ofrrut bel 
cauſe; Chriſt .is- vndevided;, and 
_ ought touly to-beadored in all theſe 
{andrie- wayes.” And conceiue it 
ſafeſt for me trocommirt my ſelfero- 
his / good /: pleaſure / without any 
choyce of myne. Yer | hauc alwayes 
, aferucnt and reftleſfſe defire, amubly 
_ behold him. Howbeitic is a great 
peculiar bound of graces if 'he 
gr me the: thappines to behold 
Fim any one of the forcſaid wayes. 
Wherin I readily, accept, fromthis 
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inftit his will: or nill, audio may be 
done withrme according to his word 
In all things, as well thoſe that-are 
wotthy-to be defired; as thoſe that 
produce contradiftion-andheauines, 
tot be otherwiſe withour off:nce in 
me: Let him onely will, and haue 


the goodneſle- to shew himſelfe vnto 


me, 1 will find: noe fault that Iſce 


him not in the qualitic and forme 
of a man ,{o-I may bepermitted to 
ſce himin his Deitie.But wheras this 


kindofſig | RO ofall-and 
elled 


appertiyhes|tothe B 11) heank; 
I will content my ſelfe in the inte» 


rim, if after the manner of all the 


faichfall $1 may haue the happineſſe 
to beholdIeſus in his humane $hape, 
as he ſome tymes reuealed himſelfe 
to ſome of. the Dewores-ina ſecrete 
viſion; And therfore if heshew him- 

{ſelfe: 2 child lyingina cradle ,T wall 
reſolutly.; adore him God-a-child; 
exinanited' in 'flesh for-my ſake. I 


will prayſc and maghifie the admi- 


———————— 
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i 


rable; gife. of { A piecicand.ab- 
ieanellexeplenisbed-with all joy and 
delight--For whojwould-not becuen 
ouerioyed to-ſer; loſweete achild;to 


whom the agen A _—— 
li 


imbrace..that -holy licle- one free 
from all [contagions:vifited, by the 
bleſſed Shipheards, and adored with 
much ycneration bythe. moſt far 
mous kinges. Rehold thisdorh'mere 
dearely.. delight, and; ſpeakes more 
tendernellc;. and ::dearcnefle (to; the 
hart, to; (cexrue: God and mariweec- 
ping and iayling ina narrow manr 
ger; 4hen: all. his other workes and 
woders, wherby he was made famous 


tetihewyorld, Toafight ofthis nature 


glorie,jn frayle-flesb , and the Crea- 
tour of Heaven/and carth-in-the 
forme of a jferuant ). a pure eye, an 
humble: mynd, 6: firme faich-and a 
cleane' conſcienge is required; . , 
' 3. But what is the meaving of this, 
thatthe cternall wiſdome of the Ea- 
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ther isfound inthe midſt ofthe "*_ 
@ours, hearing'them; and anſwer- 
ing cheir-demandes ?- Cortes Zone 
may haue che happines'td behold'2 
moſt; beaurifall - young yourky; of 
twelue'ycatos of ngec, adored wich 
all:kind'ef- good manners, onethat . 
from-rhe erowhe bf his headero the 
foks/of his fette hath no ſpote''68 
blemishe'in him; who can: alreadic 
fpeake'in perfe&ion, giues anfwers 
tothe 'Do@ours; and affords. plane 
conuiQtions' of an/ingenuous: 
tie ifo'thacthe'eyes of all men ate 
fixed yporrhim, witha'certsine ſud- 
 denadmiration, and'alldefire tobe 
recreated with his fweert proſiice 
and communication. And cherfore! 
r00' deſire ro:contemplate the face 
of leſiis; attentiuely;/ and that with a 
title taore then 'wotited: curioſitie; 
an4'ro/obſcrue the pradenc: words 
which flows from his- moarke' for 
my edificarion,' © © 
4\ " Biholdths child leſusthe Lord 
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Or Meditations. g- 
of the Angells, is {ett in che mid ſt of 
the DoQours. He gines eare to thoſe 
Maſtcrs in carth;; who teacheth the 
Angells in Heaucn! He patzs his de+ 
mandsto the Ancients, that all the 
younger ſort may learne co reue- 
rence old people, and to be filentin 
rheit preſence, Hc-comportes him+ 
ſelfe modeſtly , he firts quietly, and 
bashfully' holds his, peace. Being 
askedhe replycs diſcretely, shewing 
no--lightneſle neither;.in his words 
noractions.'And/ amongſ-the wile, 
he ' repreſentes a liucly piture of 
perfe&t maturitic in his young 
yeares, If one should haue ſought 
all Hiernſalemh oucr , wasthere ny 


| hopes of finding out ſticha child, ſa 


bearifull fo wile 2 Ah no, there was 
noneſuch'tobe found within all che 
confines of Iſraet No, had eucn Sa- * 
lomon himſcifc, and allthefouncs of 
Kinges, benealſo-preſent. Noe'Noe 
there was none like to him'in Hea- 
uen or earth,” nor amongſt all the 
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Lawgiuecrs and Maſters of theWord. 
It was no wonder then that Maric 
mourned ſo 'much when $she had 
loft her ſo ſingularly beloued child 
who was comely and faire aboucall 
the ſonns of men, His countenance 
was ſ{ereane and merucllouſfly de - 
lighefall; his'eyes clearc lighted, his 
lipps pure, his ſpeech delicious, his 
ah wers full of wiſdome., His Gilence 
edifies, his anſwers inſtra&t , all his 
ſayings and doinges are vertuous, 
and powerfull; 1F-tie afford ſodcli-: 
cions fruites inthe veriec/budd, what 
fruitc, will he not bring forth in the 
ripeneſſeof the harneſty | 
'5.” O howdeligrhfull a thinge it is 
to a louing' ſoule,, tro contemplate 
Icſus of Nazareth,: a man approued 
by God; illuftrious for ſignes;and 
' wonders wrought am6g the people, 
and preaching the words:of life-r9 
his Diſciples ſweeter- then- honje 
and the honiccombe! If I had but the 
happines to'conucrie with my Lord 


- nor\would 1 cuer forgert that day, by: 


verie- foole: indecde: - The great: S. 


of it, ſaying: Chriſt s.life-ro mend 


p . 


and Maſtcr;, one onely day in this 
world,Lwould cſteeme myſelfcbleſt; 


reaſon of the ſublime deftrine;andi 
humble conuerſation.of the ſonne of 
God, among theſonnes of men; who 
eschewed no-poorc:nor:weake pers 
fon; but was ſo gracious:as.cucnto 
eats with Publicahes/.and: firiners; 
Alas;how ſcnfelefſc is that .man, 
who turnes his. cycs,.though but 
gucndor a 'shortmoment, fromthe 
moſt: ſaintly}; Paterne: left: to. the 
world to follow 7 We miuſt| needes 
conceiue, thathe.who will. not be 
broight/ro frame his: life according 
to ther/huntilitic of an humble God, 
will xemayne; long! valcarincflariga 


Paulc (being illuminated;by God} 
concciued and wrote adrhirably well 


death . i my got Andctherfore 
myne eyes:Shall be. alwayes turned 
tomy Lord .12s.v.s-CunRrrtsT; 
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becauſe he is my Rule, and my wit- 


domes: for the:veric perfeftion.of 
al the £79. pit on Jas ina 
brightglaſle.Nor is there any thinge 
Hs wit perfect 'to - found 
and knowen, and contemplated, in 
all bookes and {ciences,then inthis 
booke of life; uhis true light, which 
enlighcen- mdecd-al men ;/ but ina 
ſpeciall manner tranſlates the poore- 
in-ſpiric , intohis loge, | 
1.64: Howbeirorthe Paſſion of my 
Lord:Icſus Chriſt is (wcererrome 
then all rhe pretious-ophremems; 
c6priſcing thetrealurieotall graces 
in-a short abridgement, Andrcher- 
now's mh _—_—_ of all' delighted £0 
be us - hanging / vpon \the 
Crolle, and CRns ye moſt 
ſacred/ wounds of his body being 
wanne and' pale with paynes- and 
dolours while yeticburnes with the 
fire of loue, and begettsmorc com» 
punction in our harts , then all his 
other workes.: So'that for-theloue 
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| oFleſus 


' thattthe' 


£4 *Y ef i F? 
Ser meicher Et Ko = CRE \ feades 
ſpeake nor hears, God of his infinite 


'e5& 4hefe 
art,,Þy 4new 4ddition, eneys | 
ku 0yangrbs00m is pres6t 


ropitiqus tothepiousdefireof * - 


_ ue ſoule, pre the ſacred 
paſſionof wy Lord leſus Chrift may 
neuer depaxt-gut of my memorie;bur 
olour 2nd loye, of my-moft 
belogedcrucificd Lord , may pgs 
wa wound my ' bart, and moſtelo- 
rp hey” ago, per yy 

it, chat- e may appeare. 
vile, 2nd" dfociqractbed alone may 
be rooze dolightfull x6. mo, rhenall 
. that it.conducti me 


thinges-, 
maſt fervently and frequency ine | 
the moſt inward ſecretes- of his 


Paſſion. 

7. The belouecd Teſus, is, yet further, 

able wonderfully to reuecale him(ſelfe 

and more fully toinſteu@yvsin mw 
of his moſt holy life, pretious death 


x 
an.my * 


we. A 
+. yrs by many 
admirable wayes, according 
ro the exigencie ofthe louing ſoules 
defire? ir; ſuch-ſorte; as thn 'what 
the ſacred -Gofpellt teacherh and 
diſcovers exteriourlie by words, he; 
 bythevertue ofhis holy -piric, doth 
Ipiritually and wiſely diſcloſe: in our 
hart; and-that'wichour rhe noyſeof 
words, witha huge lightofthe prime 
*Fruth; making ys capable of the 
glorious Diuinitie , which ſome 
tymes purified ſoules are admirted 
x6'inioy-31; their” raptures , for the 
confolation: of 'mans 'frayltie”, _- 
cording to Teſus his' bleſſed p 
meſſe, who ſaid 7 am the ell 
we if- anyontty , ! þ6! shalt he en 
and ht thall yoe 51; a#1d Ty and 
ball TW xp 
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